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I  DO  NOT  EXPECT  TO  STIMULATE  OR  CREATE 


HEROISM  BY  THIS  FUND,  KNOWING  WELL 


THAT  HEROIC  ACTION  IS  IMPULSIVE;  BUT  I  DO 


BELIEVE  THAT,  IF  THE  HERO  IS  INJURED  IN 


HIS  BOLD  ATTEMPT  TO  SERVE  OR  SAVE  HIS 


FELLOWS,  HE  AND  THOSE  DEPENDENT  UPON 


HIM  SHOULD  NOT  SUFFER  PECUNIARILY. 


ANDREW  CARNEGIE 


PURPOSE  AND  SCOPE 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund  Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding 
acts  of  selfless  heroism  performed  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  The  single  event  that  stimulated  Mr.  Carnegie  to  organ¬ 
ize  the  Fund  was  the  Harwick  mine  disaster  near  Pittsburgh  on 
January  25, 1904,  which  claimed  181  lives.  The  victims  included  an  engineer 
and  a  miner  who  went  into  the  stricken  mine  in  valiant  attempts  to  rescue 
any  survivors. 

The  tragedy  and  sacrifices  so  moved  Mr.  Carnegie  that  he  promptly 
took  action  on  his  then-novel  idea  of  honoring  and  helping  the  “heroes  of 
civilization.”  Writing  in  the  Commission’s  founding  Deed  of  Trust  (see  page 
5),  he  specified  that  each  hero  to  be  recognized,  or  the  next  of  kin,  was 
to  receive  a  medal  reciting  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorated.  The 
Commission  was  empowered  also  to  make  monetary  gifts.  Given  to  the 
heroes  or  their  families,  the  grants  include  continuing  support,  scholarship 
assistance,  and  death  benefits.  More  than  $36  million  has  been  given  to  the 
awardees  or  their  survivors  over  the  life  of  the  Fund. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  anyone  having 
knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery.  Awards  are  open  to  all  civil¬ 
ian  citizens  of  and  visitors  to  the  two  countries  under  regulations  presented 
in  detail  on  the  subsequent  pages  of  this  report.  Each  act  is  investigated  as 
to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved  and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on 
the  basis  of  the  results  of  the  investigation. 

The  Commission  is  a  private  operating  foundation,  classed  as  a 
charitable  organization  under  Section  501(c)(3)  of  the  IRS  Code.  Visit  the 
Commission’s  website  for  further  information:  www.carnegiehero.org 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  CHAIR 


THE  ENDURING  POTENTIAL 


It  is  perfectly  natural  in  a  report  such  as  this  to  focus  on  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  Commission,  their  continuity  since  1904,  and  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  upcoming  changes.  This  time,  though,  before  writing 
about  the  Commission,  I’d  like  to  pause  and  appreciate  what  the 
Commission  is  about. 


And  what  is  the  Commission  about ?  We  are  here,  at  the  command  of 
Andrew  Carnegie,  to  recognize  and  reward  those  individuals  who  act  on 


Commission  Chair  Mark 
Laskow  cited  Vice  Chair 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady,  center, 
in  2014  for  25  years  of  service 
as  a  Hero  Fund  board  mem¬ 
ber.  At  left  is  Sybil  P.  Veeder, 
who  chairs  the  Executive 
Committee. 
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the  potential  for  extreme  altruism — through  their  outstanding  heroism — 
that  may  well  be  found  in  all  of  us.  Outstanding?  Consider  Charles  T. 
Carbonell,  Sr.,  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  who  in  2011  rescued  a  woman  trapped  in  a 
flaming  car.  Pretty  good,  but  we  already  knew  Chuck.  In  2007  he  went  to 
the  aid  of  a  policeman  wrestling  with  a  suspect  who  had  gotten  control  of 
the  policeman’s  gun.  Last  year,  the  car  rescue  earned  Chuck  his  second 
Carnegie  Medal,  expanding  the  elite  circle  of  dual  winners  to  just  five  over 
the  course  of  our  hi  years.  This  publication  is  all  about  Chuck  Carbonell 
and  the  160  others  who  were  awarded  the  medal  in  2013-2014.  The 
Commission  exists  only  because  the  potential  for  heroism  endures  in 
human  hearts  and  because  individuals  like  these  161  awardees  had  the 
moral  courage  to  act  on  that  potential. 


* 


The  internal  focus  of  the  Hero  Fund  over  the  last  two  years  has  been  on  the 
long-term  development  of  both  our  staff  and  the  board.  I  believe  that  we 
are  very  good  at  what  we  do,  but  we  cannot  take  for  granted  our  ability  to 
do  as  well  going  forward.  We  are  trying  to  be  very  intentional  in  hiring  and 
developing  the  people  who  will  carry  on  the  work.  This  is  true  also  of  the 
membership  of  the  Commission  itself.  We  lost  a  lot  of  wisdom  and  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  recent  deaths  of  long-term  members  Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr., 
and  William  P.  Snyder  III.  Tom  was  with  us  for  36  years,  and  Bill  for  64, 
making  him  the  longest-serving  member  in  our  history.  Fortunately,  we 
have  been  successful  in  steadily  recruiting  new  members  with  a  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  experience.  And  much  experience  remains:  Priscilla  J. — Sibby — 
McCrady,  vice  chair  of  the  Commission,  recently  marked  her  25th  year  of 
service  to  the  Hero  Fund. 

We  are  confident  that  the  heroes  will  always  step  forward  when  society 
needs  them,  and  the  Hero  Fund  will  be  ready  and  able  to  recognize  them 
when  they  do. 


Mark  Laskow 
Chair 


2013-2014  ANNUAL  REPORTS 


4 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


DEED  OF  TRUST 


TO  THE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 

Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds  of 
heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of 
barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of  First 
Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

First.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured  in 
heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  the  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the 
children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  maybe  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable  —  each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

Second.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly  used, 
and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 
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Third.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  which 
shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may  know  and 
be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act,  even  if 
the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the  Commission 
deem  such  gift  desirable. 

Fourth.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and  other 
facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in  making 
grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or  inter¬ 
fere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing 
public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask  from 
the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The  medal  can,  of 
course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can  not  judi¬ 
ciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city  authorities, 
the  Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

Fifth.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared)  to 
those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident,  where 
Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The  community  first 
raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  duplicated  by  me  after 
waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had  full  scope.  Here  again  the 
Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but 
to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such  action  bene¬ 
fits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

Sixth.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote  any 
surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of  benefit¬ 
ing  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such  as 
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DEED  OF  TRUST 


drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circumstances, 
in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks  advisable  and 
likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those  injured  by  acci¬ 
dent,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

Seventh.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters  thereof. 
The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than  that  of 
doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics. 
Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman  in  saving 
human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 

Eighth.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Ninth.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds;  to 
employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and  oversee 
beneficiaries,  etc.  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the  Commission 
shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses 
attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria  as  the 
Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tenth.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and  medals 
granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and  published  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries  embraced  by 
the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall  be  kept  dis¬ 
played  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 


New  York,  March  12,  1904 
Witness,  Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 
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CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


THE  CARNEGIE  MEDAL 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who, 
at  the  risk  of  his  or  her  own  life,  saves  or 
attempts  to  save  the  life  of  another  person. 


Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  is  the  geographical  outline  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief  the  seals  of 
these  countries  are  shown,  with  that  of  the  United  States  below  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  plate,  and  that  of  Canada  above  it. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel,  typify¬ 
ing  glory,  and  above  are  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle,  for  friendship, 
strength,  and  persistence.  Encircling  the  relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the 
New  Testament  (John  15:13):  “Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
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R  E  QU  IREMENTS  FOR  A  CARNEGIE  MEDAL 


•  There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act 
voluntarily  risked  his  or  her  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving  or 
attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed  himself 
or  herself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

•  The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

•  The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the 
waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
within  two  years  of  the  date  of  rescue. 

•  Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are:  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks  involved; 
and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding  heroism 
where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

AWARDS 

•  A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

•  When  a  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  in  the  performance  of  an  act,  contri¬ 
butions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  dependents.  If  the  rescuer 
is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be  made 
to  his  or  her  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer  is  not  injured,  a  monetary  grant  may 
nevertheless  be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 
Awardees  and  the  dependents  of  posthumous  and  disabled  awardees  are 
eligible  for  scholarship  assistance. 

•  The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee. 
Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance  and 
only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain 
respectable  members  of  their  communities. 
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2013  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Kirk  Montgomery  Rohle,  left,  sustained  extensive  third-degree  burns  in  the  attempted 
rescue  of  his  friend  and  teammate  Benjamin  T.  Rogers,  right,  from  afire  in  their  college 
campus  house  in  early  2012,  but  that  didn’t  stop  him  from  graduating  a  few  months 
later.  The  men  were  students  at  Hampden-Sydney  College,  Hampden  Sydney,  Va.  Rohle 
was  awarded  the  Carnegie  Medal  in  2013.  Photo,  by  Eva  Russo,  is  provided  by  the 
Richmond  (Va.)  Times-Dispatch  and  is  used  with  permission. 


Witnessing  a  sport  utility  vehicle  overturn  and  catch  fire  in  a  causeway  accident,  Pamela 
Jones-Morton  opened  the  vehicle’s  rear  door  and  entered  to  rescue  the  driver.  She  then 
discovered  a  3-year-old  girl  strapped  inside.  After  removing  the  girl,  Jones-Morton  re¬ 
entered  and  freed  the  driver.  For  her  heroic  actions,  she  received  the  Carnegie  Medal  in 
2013  and  the  first-ever  Medal  of  Valor  awarded  by  the  Bonita  Springs,  Fla.,  Fire  District. 
Presenting  the  latter  medal  is  Fire  Commissioner  Steve  Lohan.  Photo,  by  Scott  McIntyre, 
is  courtesy  of  the  Naples  Daily  News  and  is  used  with  permission. 
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2013  AWARDEES 


HEROIC  ACTS  RECOGNIZED  DURING  2013 


The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
in  2013  for  having  performed  outstanding  acts  of  heroism.  In  each  case, 
a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  financial  grant  were  awarded. 


$ 

¥ 


RICHARD  BRIAN  ANDRADE 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 


Richard  Brian  Andrade  saved  Joseph  W.  Doyle  from  electrocution, 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  March  16,  2012.  While  working  in  an  office 
building  on  asbestos  abatement,  Doyle,  32,  was  removing  a  junction  box  from 
a  conduit  containing  a  live,  240-volt  line  and  was  shocked  while  holding  to 
the  conduit.  A  coworker,  Andrade,  32,  asbestos  worker,  was  standing  about 
10  feet  away  and  saw  that  Doyle  was  frozen  in  place.  Concluding  that  Doyle 
was  being  shocked,  Andrade  ran  to  him  and  attempted  to  tackle  him  to  break 
his  hold  of  the  conduit,  but  Doyle  did  not  release  it.  Andrade  then  grasped 
the  conduit  and  shook  it  free  of  Doyle’s  hold.  Doyle  fell  to  the  floor,  uncon¬ 
scious,  and  Andrade  sustained  an  electrical  burn  to  his  right  leg  before  he 
could  release  the  conduit.  Andrade  revived  Doyle  and  called  for  help.  Both 
men  were  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  electrical  burns,  and  Doyle 
was  treated  for  a  laceration  to  his  head.  85502-9649 
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NATHANIEL  BACON 
Afcw  Hampton,  New  York 


Nathaniel  Bacon  saved  Priscilla  Woods  from  drowning,  Selma,  Alabama, 
January  8,  2013.  Woods,  38,  struggled  to  stay  afloat  in  the  Alabama  River  at 
a  point  about  70  feet  from  the  closer  bank.  His  attention  having  been 
attracted  to  her  earlier,  Bacon,  29,  university  student,  drove  to  a  point  from 
which  he  could  access  the  river  bank  and  then  ran  about  650  feet  to  the  scene. 
On  seeing  Woods  flailing  her  arms  in  the  water,  Bacon  removed  his  outer 
attire  and  entered  the  river,  the  water  temperature  of  which  was  49  degrees. 
Navigating  over  large  debris  along  the  bank,  he  waded  and  then  swam  to 
Woods.  He  hooked  his  arm  under  hers  and  across  her  chest  and,  stroking 
with  his  free  arm,  pulled  her  toward  the  bank.  Halfway  there,  a  shift  in  their 
position  caused  Bacon  to  submerge.  Resurfacing,  he  established  a  hold  on 
Woods  again  and  continued  swimming  her  toward  the  bank.  A  fisherman 
who  had  responded  by  then  helped  Bacon  drag  Woods  from  the  river.  Woods 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment.  Bacon  sustained  cuts  to  his  feet,  and 
he  was  tired  and  cold .  He  fully  recovered .  85  464-9639 


RICHARD  P.  BAUMGARTNER 

Lubbock,  Texas 

Richard  P.  Baumgartner  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  Lubbock,  Texas, 
May  9, 2011.  A  man  armed  with  a  knife  entered  the  office  building  of  a  school 
and  confronted  four  staff  members  there.  Baumgartner,  49,  the  school’s 
director,  responded  to  the  front  door  of  the  office  building  from  another  part 
of  the  campus  on  being  informed  of  the  man’s  presence,  but  the  man  locked 
the  door  on  Baumgartner’s  arrival.  Learning  that  the  man  was  armed  with  a 
knife,  Baumgartner  ran  around  the  building  to  its  back  door.  Three  of  the 
staff  members  fled  through  that  door,  but  the  fourth,  a  woman,  40,  was  being 
held  at  knife  point  by  the  assailant  in  a  locked  inner  office.  Hearing  her 
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scream,  Baumgartner  entered  the  building  and  broke  down  the  door  to  the 
inner  office.  Distracted,  the  assailant  turned  his  attention  to  Baumgartner, 
who  had  fallen  to  the  floor,  and  wounded  him  in  the  back  with  the  knife.  The 
woman  fled  to  safety.  Baumgartner  regained  his  footing  and  used  an  office 
chair  to  fend  off  the  assailant  until  an  officer  arrived  shortly  and  arrested 
him.  Baumgartner  received  hospital  treatment  for  his  wound,  and  he  recov¬ 
ered.  83797- 9609 


JOHN  BIGWOOD 
Fair  Oaks,  California 


John  Bigwood  saved  Glenda  J.  Gully  from  assault,  Sacramento,  California, 
February  21,  2012.  After  a  gunman  shot  and  killed  a  man  in  the  parking  lot  of 
an  office  building,  he  chased  Gully,  49,  into  the  building’s  lobby  and,  firing 
again,  threatened  her  as  she  sought  refuge  at  the  security  desk.  Bigwood,  57, 
land  surveyor,  was  in  an  adjoining  room.  Hearing  the  gunfire,  he  stepped 
into  the  lobby  and  saw  Gully  and  the  assailant,  recognizing  them.  When 
Bigwood  walked  toward  the  assailant  and  stood  between  him  and  Gully,  the 
assailant  told  him  he  was  going  to  shoot  Gully,  and  then  he  pointed  the  gun 
at  Bigwood  and  threatened  him.  As  Bigwood  advanced,  the  assailant  low¬ 
ered  his  gun,  Bigwood  then  convincing  him  to  leave  the  building.  The 
assailant  exited  the  building,  Bigwood  following.  Outside,  the  assailant  shot 
himself,  inflicting  a  mortal  wound  as  police  were  arriving.  85590-9635 


& 
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MICHAEL  BLAKE 
Sterling,  Virginia 


Michael  Blake  rescued  a  man  from  assault,  Sterling,  Virginia,  October  6, 
2011.  In  a  domestic  dispute,  a  35-year-old  man  was  being  stabbed  in  the  front 
yard  of  a  house  in  a  suburban  neighborhood  by  a  man  armed  with  a  butcher 
knife.  Blake,  48,  technology  advisor,  was  at  his  home  nearby  and  heard  the 
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men  shouting.  He  ran  to  the  scene  and  found  that  the  victim’s  lower  body 
was  covered  with  blood.  Blake  grasped  the  assailant  from  behind  and  forced 
him  to  the  ground  despite  the  assailant’s  struggling  against  him  in  attempts 
to  stab  him.  Blake  disarmed  the  assailant  of  his  knife  and  threw  it  aside  and 
then  held  the  assailant  to  the  ground  until  police  arrived  shortly  and  appre¬ 
hended  him.  The  victim  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  significant 
stab  wounds.  84936.9599 


& 
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BRADLEY  A.  BOWMAN 
Mablevale,  Arkansas 


Bradley  A.  Bowman  helped  to  save  Cynthia  L.  Brady  from  burning,  Dallas, 
Texas,  February  7,  2012.  Unconscious,  Brady,  60,  remained  in  the  driver’s 
seat  of  her  automobile  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the  car  struck  a 
pickup  truck  from  behind.  The  pickup  burst  into  flame  and  came  to  rest  par¬ 
tially  atop  the  hood  of  Brady’s  car.  Bowman,  35,  security  officer,  was  at  work 
nearby  and  witnessed  the  accident.  He  responded  to  the  scene  and 
approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car,  despite  flames  15  feet  high  that 
engulfed  the  pickup.  Although  Bowman  could  open  the  driver’s  door,  flames 
rolling  across  the  windshield  of  the  car  and  intense  heat  thwarted  his  attempt 
to  reach  Brady.  After  another  unsuccessful  attempt,  Bowman  went  to  the 
passenger  side  of  the  car  and  tried  to  open  the  front  door,  but  it  was  locked. 
He  then  kicked  the  window  of  the  door  repeatedly  until  it  broke  out. 
Bowman  leaned  into  the  car,  which  was  filled  with  smoke,  grasped  Brady, 
and  pulled  her  to  the  passenger  side.  Two  other  men  joined  him,  and  among 
them  they  pulled  Brady  from  the  car,  through  the  window,  and  carried  her  to 
safety.  Flames  engulfed  the  car  moments  later.  Brady  was  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  treatment  of  her  injuries,  and  Bowman  was  treated  at  the  scene  for 
a  cut  and  minor  burns .  He  recovered .  8  4  7  0 1  -  9  6 1 5 
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MARK  KEVIN  BREEN 
Hudsonville,  Michigan 


Mark  Kevin  Breen,  Jr.,  saved  Delilah  H.  Perez  from  drowning,  Pentwater, 
Michigan,  August  3,  2011.  Swimming  in  Lake  Michigan  off  a  state  park  beach, 
Delilah,  13,  was  pulled  away  from  shore  by  a  strong  current.  She  was  taken 
toward  large  rocks  at  the  base  of  one  of  a  pair  of  concrete  piers  that  extended 
into  the  water  from  shore  to  form  a  channel  that  connected  the  lake  to  a 
smaller  inland  lake.  Five-foot  waves  broke  against  the  rocks  and  pier.  Delilah 
floated  unconscious  beyond  the  end  of  the  pier  after  several  men  entered  the 
water  and  attempted  to  rescue  her.  Breen,  29,  ironworker,  was  in  the  swim¬ 
ming  area  when  he  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  swam  about  300  feet  to 
Delilah,  who  was  face  down,  and  turned  her  over.  He  then  grasped  her  and 
swam  across  the  channel  to  the  second  pier,  the  waves  washing  over  and  sub¬ 
merging  them  repeatedly.  Breen  took  Delilah  to  a  ladder  affixed  to  that  pier, 
where  others  helped  him  remove  her  from  the  water.  Breen  worked  to  revive 
Delilah,  who  was  then  taken  to  the  hospital.  She  died  there  the  next  day. 
Breen  was  nearly  exhausted  after  the  rescue  but  recovered  in  two  days. 

84295-9578 
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CLARENCE  M.  BROOKS,  ]  R. 
Highland  Village,  Texas 


Clarence  M.  Brooks,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  David  D.  Baker  from  drowning, 
Highland  Village,  Texas,  March  2,  2012.  Attempting  to  swim  after  his  boat, 
which  had  slipped  its  mooring  at  a  dock  along  the  bank  of  Lewisville  Lake, 
Baker,  55,  lost  consciousness  and  floated  face  down  at  a  point  about  150  feet 
from  the  bank.  Brooks,  44,  business  operator,  had  just  removed  his  boat  from 
the  lake  on  a  ramp  at  the  scene  and  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  Taking  a 
flotation  device  from  his  boat  with  him  but  not  removing  any  of  his  attire, 
Brooks  entered  the  53-degree  water  and  swam  out  to  Baker,  who  also  was 
fully  clothed.  He  turned  Baker  onto  his  back,  grasped  him  around  the  neck, 
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and,  still  holding  to  the  flotation  device,  started  to  kick  back  to  the  bank. 
Weighed  down  by  his  attire,  including  boots,  Brooks  found  the  going  slow, 
and  he  tired.  Park  rangers  on  a  boat  that  was  nearby  responded  to  the  men 
and  towed  them  the  remaining  distance  to  the  bank.  Brooks  and  others 
pulled  Baker  to  the  ramp  and  resuscitated  him,  and  he  was  then  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment  of  having  nearly  drowned.  He  recovered.  Brooks  was 
cold  and  nearly  exhausted  after  the  rescue,  and  he  too  recovered.  84787-961  6 


WILLIAM  MICHAEL  BROWNE 
Wrightwood,  California 

William  Michael  Browne  helped  to  save  a  boy  from  falling,  Victorville, 
California,  September  19,  2012.  In  a  suicide  attempt,  a  16-year-old  boy  stood 
on  the  outside  edge  of  a  concrete  parapet  of  a  highway  overpass  and  held  to 
a  fence  there.  The  overpass  spanned  a  multi-lane  interstate  and  was  about  25 
feet  above  the  highway  surface.  A  crisis  negotiator  for  the  sheriffs  depart¬ 
ment,  Browne,  46,  was  called  to  the  scene,  but  the  boy  was  unresponsive  to 
him  and  others  present.  When  the  boy  appeared  to  be  fainting,  officers 
secured  finger  holds  of  his  attire  through  the  chain-link  fence.  Without 
proper  equipment,  Browne  mounted  the  parapet,  scaled  the  six-foot-high 
fence,  and  lowered  himself  to  the  parapet’s  outer  edge.  He  advanced  to  the 
boy,  straddled  him,  and  held  him  to  the  fence.  After  several  minutes,  fire¬ 
fighters  extended  a  ladder  from  the  highway  to  them  and  lowered  the  boy  to 
safety,  Browne  following.  85305-9643 


v 


JEFFREY  W.  CALDWELL 
Frencbtovm,  New  Jersey 


Jeffrey  W.  Caldwell  helped  to  save  Frances  L.  and  Harris  J.  Kaplan  horn 
burning,  Ewing,  New  Jersey,  January  18,  2012.  Injured,  Frances,  81,  and  her 
son,  Harris,  54>  remained  inside  a  van  that  had  crashed  into  a  wooden  utility 
pole.  The  pole,  which  supported  a  transformer  and  high-voltage  electric  and 
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other  utility  lines,  broke  off  and  fell  along  the  passenger  side  of  the  van, 
blocking  access  to  the  passenger  doors.  Fallen  lines  draped  over  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  vehicle  and  lay  near  it.  Caldwell,  43,  police  officer,  responded  to 
the  scene  and,  with  other  officers,  concluded  that  the  lines  were  live.  When 
fire  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  the  vehicle,  they  concluded  also  that  there  was 
insufficient  time  to  await  power  company  response.  With  a  tool  from  his  car, 
Caldwell  maneuvered  among  the  fallen  lines  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  van 
and  broke  out  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door  to  access  the  door’s  inside  han¬ 
dle.  He  opened  the  door,  leaned  into  the  vehicle,  and  grasped  Frances.  As  he 
pulled  her  from  the  van,  two  other  officers  standing  amid  the  lines  adjacent 
the  vehicle  also  grasped  her,  and  all  three  men  took  her  from  the  van  to 
safety.  Despite  growing  flames  on  the  vehicle,  they  returned  to  the  driver’s 
side  and  assisted  Harris  out  and  to  safety.  Flames  shortly  engulfed  the  van 
and  burned  intensely.  Frances  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  numerous 
injuries,  and  Harris  also  required  hospital  treatment.  Neither  was  burned, 
and  they  recovered.  Caldwell  sustained  a  laceration  to  his  finger  from  which 
he  recovered.  84682-9587 


& 
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JOHN  CODY  CLARK 
Vancouver,  Washington 


John  Cody  Clark  helped  to  save  a  boy  from  drowning,  Rockaway  Beach, 
Oregon,  July  1,  2012.  A  12-year-old  boy  was  struggling  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  at 
a  point  about  150  feet  from  shore.  John,  17,  high  school  student,  had  just 
arrived  at  the  beach  and  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  removed  his  shirt 
and  shoes,  entered  the  55-degree  water,  and  swam  to  the  boy.  Panicky,  the 
boy  grasped  and  submerged  him.  They  resurfaced,  and  John  calmed  him. 
Establishing  a  hold  of  the  boy,  John  attempted  to  swim  back  to  shore  with 
him  but  could  not  make  any  progress  against  a  strong  current  and  buffeting 
waves,  which  submerged  them  repeatedly.  They  were  pulled  farther  from 
shore.  After  several  minutes,  rescue  personnel  who  had  been  called  reached 
them  on  a  personal  watercraft  and  returned  them  to  safety.  Both  John  and 
the  boy  were  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment.  John  was  cold  and  dehy¬ 
drated,  and  he  recovered  the  next  day.  ssn  8-9025 
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ROBERT  P.  DAVI  E  S 
Golden  Valley,  Arizona 

Robert  P.  Davies  helped  to  save  Charlotte  Sowards  from  burning.  Golden 
Valley,  Arizona,  December  21,  2012.  Sowards,  92,  was  in  the  bedroom  at  one 
end  of  her  mobile  home  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room,  at  the  other 
end.  Flames  spread  quickly  and  filled  the  house  with  dense  smoke.  From  his 
home  a  half-mile  away,  Davies,  48,  contractor,  saw  smoke,  and  he  responded 
to  the  scene,  where  he  learned  that  Sowards  was  trapped.  He  climbed  a 
stepladder  to  one  of  the  bedroom’s  windows  and,  despite  dense  smoke  in  the 
room,  entered.  Sowards  was  standing  at  the  window,  and  Davies  grasped 
her  to  support  her  there  so  that  she  could  breathe.  The  fire  chief,  who  had 
responded  about  then,  also  entered  the  room,  and  he  and  Davies  made 
repeated  attempts  to  lift  Sowards  to  the  window  but  were  unsuccessful.  With 
flames  starting  to  breach  the  bedroom  through  its  door,  Davies  and  the  chief 
took  Sowards  to  another  window  in  that  room,  but  again  they  failed  in  their 
efforts  to  lift  her.  The  chief  then  braced  his  shoulder  beneath  her,  and  as 
Davies  lifted  her  by  an  arm,  the  men  boosted  her  to  the  window  and  maneu¬ 
vered  her  head  first  through  it,  to  others  outside  the  house  who  lowered  her 
to  the  ground.  The  chief  then  aided  Davies  through  the  window  and  exited 
to  safety  himself.  Flames  soon  engulfed  the  bedroom.  Sowards  required  hos¬ 
pital  treatment,  as  did  the  chief,  for  smoke  inhalation.  Davies  also  sustained 
smoke  inhalation  and  was  treated  at  the  scene.  8 541 6-9640 


JEREMY  DAY 
Sidney,  Maine 


Jeremy  Day  helped  to  save  a  girl  from  burning,  Windsor,  Maine,  November 
15,  2012.  A  17-year-old  girl  was  the  passenger  of  an  automobile  that  was  in  a 
head-on  collision  with  another  vehicle.  She  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage  and 
tangled  in  her  safety  belt.  Day,  38,  sheriffs  deputy,  responded  to  the  scene, 
where  others  were  attempting  to  open  the  car’s  passenger  door.  When  flames 
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that  had  erupted  intensified,  men  at  the  scene  broke  out  the  car’s  rear  win¬ 
dow.  Day  climbed  through  the  window  into  the  rear  of  the  passenger  com¬ 
partment  and  positioned  himself  between  the  car’s  front  seats.  Flames  by 
then  were  entering  the  vehicle  at  the  dashboard.  Day  used  one  hand  to  bat 
out  the  flames  that  were  threatening  the  girl  and  the  other  to  free  her  from 
her  safety  belt.  He  then  freed  her  legs  from  the  wreckage  and,  directing  oth¬ 
ers  at  the  scene  to  use  a  fire  extinguisher  and  a  garden  hose  against  the 
flames,  pulled  her  to  the  rear  compartment.  As  she  was  yet  caught  by  a  foot, 
Day  extended  his  body  back  toward  the  dashboard  and  released  it.  Others 
pulled  the  girl  through  the  rear  window  to  safety,  Day  also  leaving  the  vehi¬ 
cle  through  the  window.  The  girl  required  hospital  treatment  for  her  injuries, 
as  did  Day,  who  sustained  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  cuts.  He  recovered. 

85350-9623 
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CODY  LEWIS  DECKER 
DeWitt,  Michigan 


Cody  Lewis  Decker  helped  to  save  Tracy  D.  Lopez  and  helped  to  rescue 
Carlos  A.  Adams  from  burning,  Palm  Coast,  Florida,  April  3,  2012.  Badly 
injured,  Lopez,  44,  and  Adams,  42,  remained  in  the  front  seat  of  a  car  after  a 
nighttime  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  highway,  crashed  into  a  tree, 
and  caught  fire  in  its  engine  area.  Cody,  17,  high  school  student,  and  a  friend 
were  in  the  vicinity  and  heard  the  crash.  They  ran  to  the  scene.  Finding  the 
driver’s  door  of  the  car  blocked  and  the  front  passenger  door  jammed  shut, 
Cody  and  his  friend  bent  down  the  window  frame  of  the  front  passenger  door 
to  create  access  to  the  car’s  interior.  They  then  leaned  through  the  opening, 
grasped  Lopez,  who  was  unconscious  in  the  passenger  seat,  and  pulled  her 
out  of  the  car.  After  taking  her  away  from  the  vehicle,  Cody  and  his  friend 
returned  to  the  door  and  again  leaned  inside.  Flames  by  then  were  entering 
the  passenger  compartment,  at  the  dashboard.  Cody  and  his  friend  grasped 
Adams,  who  was  in  the  driver’s  seat,  unconscious,  his  legs  trapped  by  wreck¬ 
age.  They  pulled  on  him,  freeing  him,  and  then  removed  him  through  the 
window  and  away  from  the  car.  Flames  grew  shortiy  to  engulf  the  vehicle. 
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Lopez  and  Adams  both  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive 
injuries,  Adams’s  including  a  serious  burn  to  one  foot.  84838  9590 


it 
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CHRISTOPHER  DEFELICE 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Christopher  DeFelice  saved  Enderson  Tejada  from  drowning,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  April  7,  2oir.  Tejada,  20,  was  driving  a  car  along  the  bank  of 
the  Schuylkill  River  when  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  went  down  an 
embankment,  and  entered  the  water.  He  shouted  for  help,  saying  that  he 
could  not  swim,  moments  before  the  car  completely  submerged  at  a  point 
about  30  feet  from  the  bank.  Scullers  nearby  on  the  river,  including  DeFelice, 
32,  web  developer,  saw  the  accident  and  rowed  closer  to  the  scene.  With  air 
temperature  around  45  degrees  and  the  water  cold,  DeFelice  then  dived  from 
his  boat  and  swam  to  where  the  car  had  submerged.  Tejada  surfaced  but  sub¬ 
merged  again.  DeFelice  swam  under  water  in  that  vicinity,  located  Tejada, 
and  took  him  back  to  the  surface.  They  struggled,  causing  both  to  submerge. 
Surfacing  again  and  freeing  himself  of  Tejada,  DeFelice  calmed  Tejada  and 
then  secured  a  hold  of  him  and  swam  to  the  bank,  which  in  that  vicinity  was 
a  wall.  Others  atop  the  wall  pulled  them  from  the  water.  Tejada  required 
hospital  treatment  for  hypothermia,  and  DeFelice  was  cold  but  not  signifi¬ 
cantly  injured.  He  recovered.  83969-9592 


it 

V 


JEFFERY  SCOTT  DINKINS 
Lewisville,  North  Carolina 


Jeffery  Scott  Dinkins  died  after  helping  to  save  a  girl  from  drowning, 
Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina,  July  7,  2011.  A  6-year-old  girl  and  her  father 
were  wading  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  they  were  caught  in  a  current  that 
took  them  into  deeper  water.  With  them  were  family  friends  Dinkins,  41,  col¬ 
lege  student,  and  his  young  son.  Dinkins  was  able  to  take  his  son  to  the 
beach,  but  the  girl  and  her  father  made  no  progress  against  the  current. 
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Dinkins  returned  to  them,  reaching  them  at  a  point  about  150  feet  from  shore. 
He  took  the  girl  from  her  father  and  started  to  swim  to  shore  with  her  but  en 
route  encountered  difficulty  and  began  to  struggle.  Others,  including  his 
wife,  took  the  girl  to  safety,  and  her  father  also  reached  shore  safely.  Two 
men,  one  with  a  surfboard,  swam  out  to  aid  Dinkins,  who  had  lost  con¬ 
sciousness.  He  was  returned  to  shore  on  the  surfboard,  but  resuscitation 
efforts  were  not  successful.  He  drowned.  84598  961  8 
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NICHOLAS  RAY  DORKEN 
Innerkip,  Ontario 


Nicholas  Ray  Dorken  saved  Mario  G.  Zayas-Bazan  from  burning.  Fort 
Myers,  Florida,  February  23,  2012.  Unconscious,  Zayas-Bazan,  33, 
remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  area  of  his  car  after  a  nighttime  accident  in 
which  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  curb  and  a  light  pole,  and  came 
to  rest  upright  in  a  parking  lot.  The  car’s  fuel  tank  ruptured  in  the  accident, 
and  escaping  gasoline  fed  flames  that  issued  from  the  rear  of  the  vehicle 
and  entered  its  interior.  On  vacation,  Dorken,  28,  firefighter,  was  driving  in 
the  vicinity  and  saw  the  flames.  He  responded  to  the  scene  and 
approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  vehicle,  where  Zayas-Bazan  was  visible 
through  the  opened  front  door.  Despite  overhead  flames  in  the  vehicle, 
Dorken  stepped  inside,  grasped  Zayas-Bazan  under  his  arms,  and  pulled 
him  out.  He  dragged  Zayas-Bazan  to  safety  as  flames  grew  to  engulf  the 
vehicle,  destroying  it.  Zayas-Bazan  required  hospital  treatment  for  injury 
sustained  in  the  accident,  but  he  was  not  burned.  84737-9585 
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FREDERICK  K.  DOW 
Ewing,  New  Jersey 


Frederick  K.  Dow  helped  to  save  Frances  L.  and  Harris  J.  Kaplan  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Ewing,  New  Jersey,  January  18,  2012.  Injured,  Frances,  81,  and  her  son, 
Harris,  54,  remained  inside  a  van  that  had  crashed  into  a  wooden  utility  pole. 
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The  pole,  which  supported  a  transformer  and  high-voltage  electric  and  other 
utility  lines,  broke  off  and  fell  along  the  passenger  side  of  the  van,  blocking 
access  to  the  passenger  doors.  Fallen  lines  draped  over  the  driver’s  side  of  the 
vehicle  and  lay  near  it.  Dow,  49,  police  officer,  responded  to  the  scene,  and, 
with  other  officers,  concluded  that  the  lines  were  live.  When  fire  broke  out 
at  the  rear  of  the  vehicle,  they  concluded  also  that  there  was  insufficient  time 
to  await  power  company  response.  Dow  maneuvered  among  the  fallen  lines 
to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  van.  After  one  of  the  other  officers  broke  the  win¬ 
dow  of  the  driver’s  door  and  opened  the  door,  Dow  and  a  third  officer  joined 
in  the  effort  to  remove  Frances  from  the  van.  They  took  her  to  safety.  Despite 
growing  flames  on  the  vehicle,  they  returned  to  the  driver’s  side  and  assisted 
Harris  out  and  to  safety.  Flames  shortly  engulfed  the  van  and  burned 
intensely.  Frances  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  numerous  injuries,  and 
Harris  also  required  hospital  treatment.  Neither  was  burned,  and  they  recov¬ 
ered.  84681-9589 


STEVEN  M.  ENNS 
Estevan,  Saskatchewan 


Steven  M.  Enns  saved  Brent  A.  Mortimer  and  a  boy  from  burning,  Estevan, 
Saskatchewan,  May  18,  2012.  Mortimer,  24,  and  a  2-year-old  boy  were  asleep 
in  second-floor  bedrooms  of  a  two-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  at  night  on 
the  structure’s  rear  exterior  and  spread  into  the  walls.  Enns,  28,  a  police  offi¬ 
cer  on  duty,  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  scene  and  responded,  seeing  flames 
extending  up  the  back  of  the  house  as  he  approached.  His  banging  on  the 
front  door  awakened  the  boy’s  mother,  who  told  him  that  the  boy  and 
Mortimer  were  on  the  second  floor.  Enns  entered  the  house  and  after  a 
search  located  the  staircase  and  ascended.  By  then,  flames  had  broken  into 
the  rear  of  the  structure  and  smoke  was  intensifying  throughout  it.  Enns 
entered  the  boy’s  bedroom  and  picked  him  up  from  his  crib.  Shielding  the 
boy’s  face,  Enns  entered  the  next  bedroom  carrying  him  and  awakened 
Mortimer.  Mortimer  and  Enns,  with  the  boy,  fled  downstairs  and  outside  to 
safety,  the  smoke  by  then  precluding  visibility.  Enns  suffered  minor  smoke 
inhalation  and  recovered  in  a  day.  85437-9632 
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I  A  S  O  N  EWING 
Clarkston,  Washington 


Jason  Ewing  helped  to  save  Charity  D.  Vaughn  from  burning,  Lewiston, 
Idaho,  November  28,  2010.  Vaughn,  35,  was  in  her  second-floor  apartment 
after  its  neighboring  unit  caught  fire  at  night  and  filled  the  apartment  with 
dense  smoke.  On  duty  as  a  volunteer  reserve  police  officer,  Ewing,  36,  busi¬ 
ness  operator,  responded  to  the  scene  after  being  alerted  to  the  fire.  Hearing 
Vaughn  screaming,  Ewing  and  other  responding  officers  set  out  to  locate  her. 
They  ascended  a  set  of  outside  stairs  to  reach  the  back  door  to  Vaughn’s 
apartment.  After  one  of  the  others  officers  kicked  in  the  door,  Ewing  went  to 
his  stomach  and,  despite  heavy  smoke  in  the  apartment  that  severely 
restricted  visibility,  crawled  through  the  kitchen.  Another  of  the  officers  fol¬ 
lowed  at  his  heels,  also  crawling.  Then  seeing  Vaughn  in  her  bedroom,  Ewing 
told  her  to  go  to  the  floor.  He  grabbed  her  by  the  wrist  and  began  to  pull  on 
her,  the  other  officer  joining  him.  Standing,  that  officer  grasped  Vaughn  and 
pulled  on  her  as  Ewing  pushed,  and  in  that  fashion  they  retraced  their  path, 
taking  her  across  the  floor  to  the  back  door.  After  helping  Vaughn  regain  her 
footing,  the  officers  aided  her  down  the  stairs  to  safety.  Ewing  suffered 
smoke  inhalation,  for  which  he  required  overnight  hospitalization.  84967-9603 
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STACEY  LYNN  FEILING 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania 


Stacey  Lynn  Feiling  died  rescuing  Janet  Piper  from  assault,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania,  June  1,  2010.  Bloodied,  Piper,  37,  fled  from  her  home  after  her 
husband  shot  and  wounded  her.  She  ran  onto  the  highway  fronting  their 
house  and  flagged  down  Feiling,  42,  office  assistant,  who  was  driving  home 
from  work.  Stopped  at  the  scene,  Feiling  allowed  Piper  to  enter  her  car, 
through  its  front  passenger  door.  The  assailant  then  walked  up  to  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  vehicle  and  repeatedly  ordered  Feiling  out.  Piper  fled  to  safety. 
The  assailant  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  shot  Feiling,  mortally  wounding 
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her.  He  then  walked  back  to  his  home,  where  neighbors  maintained  verbal 
contact  with  him  to  keep  him  on  his  property.  Police  arrived  shortly  and 
arrested  him.  Piper  required  hospital  treatment  for  her  wound,  and  she 
recovered.  83219-9598 


& 
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SCOTT  FRYE 

Concord,  New  Hampshire 


Scott  Frye  helped  to  save  Steven  R.  Marques  from  burning,  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  2012.  Marques,  61,  was  trapped  in  the  driver’s  seat 
of  his  sport  utility  vehicle  after  an  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  high¬ 
way,  went  down  an  embankment,  and,  overturning  onto  its  driver’s  side, 
caught  fire  on  its  undercarriage.  Another  motorist,  Frye,  45,  a  state  trooper 
from  a  neighboring  state,  witnessed  the  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene 
and  responded  to  the  vehicle,  joining  another  man  who  had  witnessed  the 
accident  and  responded.  The  men  pulled  on  Marques  through  the  broken- 
out  windshield  but  could  not  free  him,  as  he  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage  by 
his  legs.  Thinking  to  release  Marques’s  seat,  Frye  then  climbed  head  first  into 
the  burning  vehicle  through  the  windshield  opening  and,  extending  his  body 
over  Marques,  located  the  lever  securing  the  seat.  He  released  the  seat, 
enabling  him  to  free  Marques’s  legs.  Frye  then  grasped  Marques  by  an  arm 
and,  as  he  backed  from  the  car  pulling  him,  the  other  man  grasped  Marques’s 
other  arm,  and  together  the  men  pulled  Marques  to  safety.  Flames  grew 
shortly  to  engulf  the  car.  Injured  in  the  accident,  Marques  required  hospital 
treatment,  as  did  Frye,  for  smoke  inhalation  and  a  cut  to  one  knee.  84888-9642 
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I  ESS  E  C.  GARCIA  IV 

Adkins,  Texas 


Jesse  C.  Garcia  IV  saved  Morgan  C.  Bryant  from  burning,  Adkins,  Texas, 
November  3, 2012.  Bryant,  19,  was  trapped  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  car  after 
a  nighttime  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway  and  struck  a 


2013  ANNUAL  REPORT 

24 


utility  pole.  Flames  broke  out  at  the  front  of  the  vehicle  and  entered  the  front 
of  its  passenger  compartment.  Conscious,  Bryant  screamed  for  help.  Garcia, 
50,  police  officer,  was  on  his  way  home  from  work  in  another  municipality 
when  he  came  upon  the  scene.  He  approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  car,  leaned  inside,  and  attempted  to  release  Bryant’s  safety  belt  but  found 
that  it  was  jammed.  Holding  the  belt  to  flames  issuing  from  the  console  area, 
Garcia  pulled  and  stretched  it  until  it  broke  as  it  caught  fire,  and  spreading 
flames  ignited  his  uniform  near  the  shoulder  area.  After  freeing  Bryant  of  the 
belt,  Garcia  lifted  her  from  the  car.  Flames  grew  shortly  to  engulf  and  destroy 
the  vehicle.  Bryant  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  serious  burns 
and  other  injuries,  and  Garcia  was  treated  at  the  emergency  room  for  first- 
and  second-degree  burns  to  his  right  arm  and  the  right  side  of  his  face.  He 
fully  recovered.  8531  6-9644 


MARK  A.  GARSTECK 

Mount  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania 


Mark  A.  Garsteck  helped  to  constrain  an  armed  assailant,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania,  June  1,  2010.  Garsteck,  55,  sales  representative,  was  at  home 
when  he  heard  gunfire  and  screaming.  Investigating,  he  found  that  a  neigh¬ 
bor  had  shot  and  wounded  his  wife  and  teenaged  daughter  and  was  pursuing 
them  in  their  backyard.  Garsteck  immediately  responded  to  the  yard,  where 
he  talked  to  the  assailant  in  an  attempt  to  calm  him.  Meanwhile,  the 
assailant’s  wife  escaped  from  the  yard  and  his  daughter  fled  to  the  house  next 
door.  The  man  who  lived  there  set  out  in  his  truck  to  get  help,  but  the 
assailant  intercepted  him  and  shot  at  him  twice,  missing  him.  The  assailant 
then  centered  his  attention  on  Garsteck,  chasing  him  around  a  parked  car 
and  firing  at  him  before  running  after  his  wife.  Garsteck  returned  to  his 
home,  where  he  obtained  a  handgun.  Seeing  two  minor  boys  in  the 
assailant’s  backyard,  Garsteck  returned  there  and  ushered  them  to  safety. 
With  the  assailant  at  large,  he  returned  to  the  scene  again,  to  look  for  others 
who  might  have  needed  assistance.  As  he  did  so,  the  assailant’s  wife,  blood¬ 
ied,  ran  onto  the  highway  on  the  other  side  of  the  property  and  flagged  down 
an  approaching  car.  The  driver  stopped  for  her  and  allowed  her  to  enter 
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through  the  passenger  door.  The  assailant  then  walked  up  to  the  driver’s 
door,  opened  it,  and  shot  the  driver,  mortally  wounding  her,  as  his  wife  fled 
the  vehicle  to  safety.  The  assailant  returned  to  his  house.  Seeing  that  the 
driver  had  been  shot,  Garsteck  and  the  other  neighbor,  who  had  returned  by 
then,  responded  to  the  car  to  tend  to  the  driver,  but  the  assailant  fired  at 
them.  They  sought  refuge  in  the  neighbor’s  yard  while  maintaining  verbal 
contact  with  the  assailant,  helping  to  keep  him  at  his  property.  Police  arrived 
shortly  and  arrested  him.  The  assailant’s  wife  and  daughter  required  hospi¬ 
tal  treatment  for  their  wounds,  and  they  recovered.  84792-9596 


IOHN  NASH  HALE 
Toms  River,  New  Jersey 

John  Nash  Hale  attempted  to  rescue  Jeffrey  E.  Lenox  from  attacking  dogs, 
Toms  River,  New  Jersey,  January  14,  2013.  Lenox,  45,  was  taking  a  pre-dawn 
walk  when  two  adult  pit  bull  dogs,  weighing  85  and  65  pounds,  charged  and 
attacked  him.  They  took  him  to  the  ground  and  bit  him  repeatedly  as  he 
screamed  for  help  and  attempted  to  fight  them  off.  His  screams  alerted  Hale, 
59,  mortgage  banker,  whose  house  was  at  the  scene.  Lenox  regained  his  foot¬ 
ing  and  continued  to  fight  the  dogs  as  he  made  his  way  to  another  house  in 
the  neighborhood  and  gained  entry.  Hale,  meanwhile,  exited  his  house  and, 
with  visibility  limited  by  darkness  and  fog,  started  toward  the  sound  of  the 
attack,  calling  out  if  help  was  needed.  The  dogs  then  ran  to  Hale  and 
attacked  him.  They  took  him  to  the  pavement  and  bit  him  repeatedly  about 
his  arm  and  legs.  Hale  screamed  for  help  as  he  attempted  to  fight  the  dogs 
off.  Hearing  his  screams,  Lenox  and  the  man  whose  house  he  had  entered 
ran  toward  Hale,  their  presence  distracting  the  dogs,  allowing  Hale  to  return 
to  his  house.  Lenox  and  Hale  were  both  treated  at  the  hospital  for  their  bite 
wounds,  Hale  requiring  sutures.  85573-9621 
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ALAN  B.  HALL 
Land  O’ Lakes,  Florida 


Alan  B.  Hall  died  saving  Ruby  S.  Monahan  from  drowning,  Dunedin, 
Florida,  April  8,  2012.  Ruby,  5,  and  her  siblings  were  in  wadable  water  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  just  off  a  beach  on  Honeymoon  Island  when  a  strong  tidal  cur¬ 
rent  pulled  them  farther  out,  into  deeper  water.  Their  parents  went  out  after 
them  but  struggled  to  support  them.  Hall,  65,  retired  sales  representative, 
was  on  the  beach  in  the  vicinity  and  saw  the  situation  develop.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  ran  into  the  water,  swam  out  to  the  family,  and  offered  assistance. 
Ruby’s  mother  passed  her  off  to  Hall,  who  grasped  her  and  took  her  parallel 
to  shore,  to  escape  the  current.  Then  encountering  difficulty  himself,  Hall 
became  inert.  Ruby  made  her  way  to  safety  at  the  beach  as  two  men  swam  to 
Hall,  one  of  them  taking  life  vests.  Those  men  secured  Hall  until  a  nearby 
boater  approached  and  returned  him  to  shore.  Resuscitation  efforts  both 
there  and  at  the  hospital  were  unsuccessful,  as  Hall  had  drowned.  Ruby’s 
family  was  returned  to  safety  by  personal  watercraft.  84858-9595 
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THOMAS  ST.  JOHN  HARDING 
Mays  Landing,  Nesv  Jersey 


Thomas  St.  John  Harding  rescued  Steve  J.  Felice  from  assault,  Elmer,  New 
Jersey,  April  8,  2011.  Felice,  44,  a  police  officer,  was  attempting  to  arrest  a 
man  at  night  along  a  rural  highway.  Resisting,  the  man  struggled  against 
him,  taking  them  to  the  pavement,  where  the  man  removed  Felice’s  handgun 
from  its  holster.  The  two  men  fought  for  control  of  the  gun.  Harding,  51,  pri¬ 
vate  investigator,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  saw  the  men  struggling. 
Learning  from  Felice  that  the  assailant  had  his  gun,  Harding  approached  the 
men,  knelt,  and  pried  the  assailant’s  hand  from  the  weapon.  Felice  returned 
the  gun  to  its  holster  and  with  Harding  continued  to  struggle  against  the 
assailant  until  they  were  able  to  handcuff  him.  Harding  sustained  a  sore 
back,  from  which  he  recovered .  84725-9612 
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NICHOLAS  A.  HAYS 
East  Wenatchee,  Washington 


Nicholas  A.  Hays  saved  Quennia  S.  Calixto-Negrette  from  drowning, 
Wenatchee,  Washington,  May  28,  2012.  In  a  group  of  friends,  Quennia,  13, 
jumped  from  a  dock  into  the  Columbia  River  and  with  another  girl  was  pulled 
downstream  by  the  swift  current.  Unable  to  return  to  safety,  she  shouted  for 
help.  Nicholas,  16,  student,  was  in  another  party  on  the  bank  at  the  scene. 
Becoming  aware  of  the  situation,  he  ran  several  hundred  feet  along  the  river 
to  a  point  opposite  Quennia  and  then  removed  his  shirt  and  entered  the  52- 
degree  water.  As  the  other  girl  had  submerged  by  then,  Nicholas  waded  and 
swam  to  Quennia,  who  was  about  75  feet  from  the  bank.  He  grabbed  her  by 
the  wrist  and  then  pulled  her  to  himself  and  wrapped  his  left  arm  around 
hers.  Stroking  with  his  free  arm,  Nicholas  towed  Quennia  to  the  bank.  The 
other  girl  drowned.  85187.9622 


& 

Y 


LOREN  EARL  HAZEN 
Kalkaska,  Michigan 


Loren  Earl  Hazen  died  helping  to  save  Andrew  J.  Killingsworth  from 
drowning,  Rapid  City,  Michigan,  July  17,  2011.  While  wading  atop  the  sand¬ 
bar  at  Torch  Lake,  Killingsworth,  18,  and  three  friends,  including  Hazen,  21, 
college  student,  intended  to  swim  across  a  io-foot-deep  depression  at  a  point 
about  450  feet  from  the  closer  bank.  Hazen  crossed  the  depression  without 
difficulty,  but  Killingsworth  began  to  struggle  in  the  deeper  water.  He  called 
for  help.  After  attempts  to  save  him  by  the  other  two  friends,  Hazen  re¬ 
entered  the  deeper  water  and  swam  to  Killingsworth.  Killingsworth  grasped 
Hazen  and  pushed  off  him,  enabling  him  to  reach  wadable  water,  but  Hazen 
submerged  and  did  not  surface.  Responding  rescue  personnel  removed  him 
from  the  water  shordy  and  attempted  without  success  to  revive  him.  He  had 
drowned.  Killingsworth  and  the  others  were  returned  to  the  bank  by  boaters. 
They  required  hospital  treatment  and  recovered.  84256-9577 
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DUSTIN  E.  HIBBARD 
Lewiston,  Idaho 


Dustin  E.  Hibbard  helped  to  save  Charity  D.  Vaughn  from  burning, 
Lewiston,  Idaho,  November  28,  2010.  Vaughn,  35,  was  in  her  second-floor 
apartment  after  its  neighboring  unit  caught  fire  at  night  and  filled  the  apart¬ 
ment  with  dense  smoke.  On  duty,  Hibbard,  32,  police  officer,  responded  to 
the  scene  after  being  alerted  to  the  fire,  as  did  other  officers.  Hearing  Vaughn 
screaming,  Hibbard  and  other  officers  set  out  to  locate  her.  They  ascended  a 
set  of  outside  stairs  to  reach  the  back  door  to  Vaughn’s  apartment.  After 
Hibbard  kicked  in  the  door,  one  of  the  other  officers  went  to  his  stomach  and 
crawled  into  the  kitchen.  Despite  heavy  smoke  in  the  apartment  that  severely 
restricted  visibility,  Hibbard  followed  at  his  heels,  also  crawling.  Then  seeing 
Vaughn  in  her  bedroom,  the  other  officer  told  her  to  go  to  the  floor.  He 
grabbed  her  by  the  wrist  and  began  to  pull  on  her,  Hibbard  joining  him. 
Standing,  Hibbard  grasped  Vaughn  and  pulled  on  her  as  the  other  officer 
pushed,  and  in  that  fashion  they  retraced  their  path,  taking  her  across  the 
floor  to  the  back  door.  After  helping  Vaughn  regain  her  footing,  the  officers 
aided  her  down  the  stairs  to  safety.  Hibbard  suffered  smoke  inhalation,  for 
which  he  required  hospital  treatment.  84968-9604 


JASON  R.  IVEY 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 


Jason  R.  Ivey  helped  to  rescue  Amy  L.  Stapleton-Horn  from  burning,  Grass 
Valley,  California,  July  12,  2012.  Unconscious,  Stapleton-Horn,  37,  remained 
in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  car  after  an  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  struck  an 
oncoming  tractor-trailer  in  the  vicinity  of  its  fuel  tanks.  The  tanks  burst  into 
flame,  setting  fire  to  the  tractor  and  its  flatbed  trailer,  the  car  coming  to  rest 
in  close  proximity  to  the  flames.  Motorists,  including  Ivey,  41,  handyman  and 
caretaker,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Despite  the  growing  and  advancing  flames, 
Ivey  went  to  the  driver’s  side  of  Stapleton-Horn's  car,  joining  another  man 
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there  who  had  opened  the  front  door  and  unfastened  her  safety  belt.  Ivey 
leaned  into  the  vehicle,  grasped  Stapleton-Horn  by  the  legs,  and  with  the 
other  man  pulled  her  from  the  car  and  carried  her  across  the  highway  to 
safety.  An  explosion  at  the  tractor-trailer  sent  flames  to  the  car,  and  both 
vehicles  were  shortly  engulfed,  with  flames  spreading  to  the  trees  and  grass 
along  the  highway.  Stapleton-Horn  required  extensive  hospitalization  for 
treatment  of  serious  injuries,  including  burns  of  up  to  third-degree.  85405-9647 


JAMES  RUSSELL  JENKINS 
Columbus,  Ohio 

James  Russell  Jenkins  died  attempting  to  save  Elijah  T.  Walker  from 
drowning,  Columbus,  Ohio,  February  7,  2013.  Elijah,  5,  broke  through  ice 
covering  a  section  of  the  retention  pond  in  the  apartment  complex  where  he 
lived  and  held  to  the  edge  of  solid  ice  at  a  point  about  50  feet  from  the  bank. 
Driving  through  the  complex,  Jenkins,  30,  technician,  was  alerted  to  the  sit¬ 
uation  and  joined  those  on  the  bank  in  their  attempts  to  save  Elijah.  When 
Elijah  floated  face  down  in  the  open  water,  Jenkins  stepped  onto  the  ice  and 
started  to  walk  toward  him,  but  cracking  and  breaking  ice  took  him  to  his 
hands  and  knees.  Jenkins  then  crawled  toward  Elijah  but  broke  through  the 
ice  at  a  point  about  10  feet  from  him.  Using  his  arms  and  fists  to  make  a  path 
through  the  ice,  Jenkins  reached  the  boy,  and,  cradling  him,  kept  his  head 
above  the  surface  of  the  39-degree  water  while  calling  for  help.  Unsuccessful 
in  his  attempt  to  swim  toward  the  bank,  Jenkins  submerged  but  was  able  to 
keep  Elijah  s  head  out  of  the  water  until  he  too  submerged.  Responding 
divers  recovered  Jenkins  and  Elijah,  and  both  were  taken  to  the  hospital. 
Jenkins  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  Elijah  died  three  days  later. 

85505-9645 


2013  ANNUAL  REPORT 


30 


PIERRE  JOHNSON 
Brooklyn  Park,  Minnesota 


Pierre  Johnson  saved  Audrey  A.  Stewart  from  burning,  Brooklyn  Park, 
Minnesota,  May  17,  2012.  Stewart,  91,  was  in  a  wheelchair  in  a  second-floor 
bedroom  at  one  end  of  her  family's  home  after  fire  broke  out  in  an  attached 
garage  at  the  other  end.  Winds  drove  the  flames  into  the  residence,  blocking 
entry  through  the  front  door.  Johnson,  33,  who  lived  nearby,  responded  to 
the  scene,  where  he  learned  that  Stewart  was  still  inside  the  house  and  on  the 
second  floor.  He  went  to  a  living  room  window  at  the  front  of  the  structure, 
punched  through  its  screen  and  glass,  and,  hoisting  himself  up  to  the  sill, 
climbed  inside.  Johnson  crossed  the  smoke-filled  living  room  to  the  stairway 
and  ascended  to  the  second  floor.  After  looking  for  Stewart  in  one  bedroom 
and  then  the  bathroom,  he  found  her  in  another  bedroom.  He  picked  her  up 
and,  carrying  her,  returned  to  the  stairs,  descended  to  the  first  floor,  and 
went  back  to  the  window.  He  placed  Stewart  on  a  chair  while  he  moved  fur¬ 
niture  away  from  the  window  and  then  handed  her  through  the  window  to 
others  outside.  Johnson  then  exited  the  window  to  safety.  Both  he  and 
Stewart  were  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation. 

84989-9629 


PAMELA  JONES-MORTON 
Estero,  Florida 

Pamela  Jones-Morton  saved  Audrey  L.  Hart  and  Colleen  M.  Page  from 
burning,  Bonita  Springs,  Florida,  December  10,  2011.  Audrey,  3,  was  the 
back-seat  passenger  in  the  sport  utility  vehicle  driven  by  her  grandmother, 
Page,  49,  that  collided  with  another  vehicle  and  overturned  onto  its  passen¬ 
ger  side.  Page  was  suspended,  restrained  by  her  safety  belt,  and  Audrey  was 
secured  in  a  child  safety  seat  as  flames  erupted  on  the  undercarriage  of  their 
vehicle.  Driving  nearby,  Jones-Morton,  64,  retired  educator,  witnessed  the 
accident.  She  approached  the  sport  utility  vehicle  and  attempted  to  open  its 
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only  accessible  door,  at  the  rear,  but  it  was  locked.  At  Jones-Morton's  urging. 
Page  unlocked  the  doors.  Jones-Morton  opened  the  rear  door,  cleared  items 
from  the  cargo  area,  and  entered.  The  only  passageway  inside  the  vehicle 
was  between  the  tops  of  the  seats  and  the  ceiling,  and  Jones-Morton  maneu¬ 
vered  through  it,  discovering  Audrey  as  she  did  so.  After  struggling  to  release 
Audrey  from  her  seat,  Jones-Morton  carried  her  to  the  back  of  the  vehicle  and 
stepped  outside.  She  then  re-entered  it  for  Page.  She  made  her  way  to  the 
front  of  the  vehicle  and  released  Page’s  safety  belt,  Page  then  falling  to  the 
passenger  door.  The  two  women  made  their  way  to  the  back  of  the  vehicle 
and  exited.  Flames  spread  quickly,  engulfing  the  vehicle  before  firefighters 
arrived.  846ie-9608 


KEITH  KNIGHT 
Hooksett,  Neve  Hampshire 


Keith  Knight  helped  to  save  Steven  R.  Marques  from  burning,  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  2012.  Marques,  61,  was  trapped  in  the  driver’s  seat 
of  his  sport  utility  vehicle  after  an  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  high¬ 
way,  went  down  an  embankment,  and,  overturning  onto  its  driver’s  side, 
caught  fire  on  its  undercarriage.  Another  motorist,  Knight,  41,  a  firefighter 
from  a  neighboring  state,  witnessed  the  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene 
and  responded  to  the  vehicle.  Reaching  through  its  broken-out  windshield, 
Knight  pulled  on  Marques  but  realized  that  he  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage 
by  his  legs.  A  third  motorist,  who  also  witnessed  the  accident,  responded, 
and  he  joined  in  the  effort  to  pull  Marques  from  the  burning  vehicle.  That 
motorist  then  climbed  head  first  into  the  vehicle  and  released  the  driver’s 
seat,  thereby  freeing  Marques.  He  grasped  Marques  by  an  arm  and,  as  he 
backed  from  the  car  pulling  him,  Knight  grasped  the  other  arm,  and  together 
the  men  removed  Marques  from  the  car  and  took  him  to  safety.  Flames  grew 
shortly  to  engulf  the  vehicle.  Marques  required  hospital  treatment  for  his 
injuries.  84889-9641 
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JOHN  A.  LAIS 

Burlington,  Vermont 


John  A.  Lais  died  attempting  to  help  save  a  boy  from  drowning,  Emerald 
Isle,  North  Carolina,  August  20,  2011.  A  9-year-old  boy  was  playing  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  just  off  the  beach  when  he  began  to  drift  farther  from  shore. 
The  boy’s  grandfather,  Lais,  59,  pipe  fitter  and  draftsman,  and  his  wife  imme¬ 
diately  responded,  Lais  from  a  house  about  200  feet  away  and  his  wife  from 
a  point  on  the  beach  at  the  scene.  Lais’s  wife  entered  the  water  and  began  to 
swim  toward  the  boy,  as  did  Lais's  son,  who  also  responded  from  the  beach 
house.  They  reached  the  boy  at  a  point  about  100  feet  from  shore  as  Lais 
arrived  at  the  scene,  partially  disrobed,  and  swam  out  toward  them.  He 
experienced  difficulty  in  the  breaking  waves  as  his  wife  and  son  took  the  boy 
to  shore.  En  route,  his  wife  encountered  Lais,  who  was  exhausted.  He  sub¬ 
merged,  and  his  wife  was  unsuccessful  in  her  attempt  to  aid  him.  The  others 
reached  shore  safely,  but  Lais,  who  was  recovered  shortly,  was  unresponsive. 
He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  but  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned. 

84319-9594 


v 


FRED  D.  LESLIE  III 
Ducktown,  Tennessee 


Fred  D.  Leslie  III  helped  to  rescue  Larry  L.  Russell  from  burning,  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  March  13,  2012.  Unconscious,  Russell,  36,  a  highway  patrol  offi¬ 
cer,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  patrol  car  after  a  nighttime  accident 
in  which  the  vehicle,  while  parked  on  a  shoulder  of  an  interstate  highway, 
was  struck  from  behind  by  a  tractor-trailer.  The  impact  ruptured  the  car’s 
fuel  tank  and  sent  the  vehicle  aflame  across  the  highway,  where  it  struck  a 
concrete  barrier.  Flames  spread  from  the  rear  of  the  car  to  its  interior.  Those 
responding  to  the  wreckage  included  Leslie,  35,  a  paramedic  with  a  private 
ambulance  company.  Leslie  emptied  a  fire  extinguisher  on  flames  at  the  rear 
of  the  patrol  car,  but  to  little  effect.  Despite  flames  encroaching  on  the  front 
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passenger  compartment,  Leslie  leaned  through  the  opened  driver’s  door, 
grasped  Russell,  and  pulled  on  him  but  found  him  to  be  stuck  in  the  wreck¬ 
age.  Leslie  then  grasped  Russell  by  his  legs  and  pulled,  freeing  him.  Leslie 
pulled  Russell  partially  from  the  vehicle  and  then  was  aided  by  others  in 
removing  him  and  taking  him  across  the  highway  to  safety.  Flames  grew 
quickly  to  engulf  the  vehicle,  destroying  it.  Russell  required  lengthy  hospi¬ 
talization  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  including  burns.  Leslie  sus¬ 
tained  minor  burns  to  his  face,  for  which  he  too  received  hospital  treatment. 
He  recovered.  84744-9610 


$ 


(AMES  W.  LINTHICUM 
Wichita,  Kansas 


James  W.  Linthicum  rescued  Edgar  J.  Arreola  from  assault,  Wichita, 
Kansas,  May  10,  2011.  Edgar,  16,  was  outside  his  family’s  apartment  with  a 
man  when,  without  provocation,  the  man  produced  a  knife  having  a  seven- 
inch  blade  and  attacked  him,  stabbing  and  cutting  him  repeatedly.  Edgar 
shouted  for  help.  Inside  the  apartment  building,  Linthicum,  34,  maintenance 
worker,  heard  the  shouting.  He  responded  to  the  scene  and  saw  the  assailant 
standing  over  Edgar  as  he  carried  out  the  attack.  Approaching  from  behind, 
Linthicum  ran  to  the  assailant,  grasped  him,  and  took  him  to  the  pavement, 
at  some  point  the  assailant  discarding  the  knife.  Freed,  Edgar  walked  several 
feet  away  before  collapsing  to  the  ground.  Linthicum  secured  the  assailant 
until  police  arrived  within  minutes  and  arrested  him.  Edgar  was  hospitalized 
for  treatment  of  his  stab  wounds  and  lacerations,  and  he  recovered.  84262-9583 
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DANIEL  G.  R.  LIVINGSTON 
Courtenay,  British  Columbia 


Daniel  G.  R.  Livingston  helped  to  save  Jessy  B.  Vandergriendt  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Courtenay,  British  Columbia,  April  2, 2010.  Unconscious,  Vandergriendt, 
22,  remained  secured  by  a  safety  belt  to  his  seat  in  a  sport  utility  vehicle  that 
crashed  and  overturned  in  a  highway  accident  at  night.  Flames  broke  out  in 
the  engine  area  and  began  to  spread.  Visiting  at  a  friend’s  house  nearby, 
Livingston,  22,  paving  laborer,  was  alerted  to  the  accident,  and  he  and  others 
responded  to  the  scene.  Livingston  opened  one  of  the  vehicle’s  doors,  par¬ 
tially  entered,  and  found  that  Vandergriendt  was  restrained  by  the  belt.  He 
exited  the  vehicle  and  obtained  a  pair  of  scissors  and  a  knife  that  one  of  the 
others  had  taken  to  the  scene.  Livingston  re-entered  and  cut  the  safety  belt 
as  flames  broke  through  the  firewall  and  into  the  interior  of  the  vehicle.  He 
grasped  Vandergriendt  and  dragged  him  from  the  vehicle  and  then  was 
aided  in  taking  him  farther  away.  The  vehicle  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flames.  Vandergriendt  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment  of 
serious  injuries,  but  he  was  not  burned.  85003-9584 


& 
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BRIAN  D.  LOZI  ER 
Sterling,  Neve  York 


Brian  D.  Lozier  rescued  John  A.  Crandon  from  an  attacking  bull,  Cato,  New 
York,  August  19,  2012.  When  Crandon,  43,  entered  a  pasture  to  tend  one  of 
his  cows,  his  1,100-pound  Jersey  bull  charged  and  attacked  him,  taking  him 
to  the  ground  and  ramming  him  in  the  chest  repeatedly  with  its  head.  Unable 
to  escape,  he  screamed  for  help.  Lozier,  23,  carpenter,  was  about  1,200  feet 
away  and  heard  Crandon’s  screams.  He  started  on  foot  toward  the  scene  and 
about  halfway  there  saw  the  attack.  Calling  911,  he  ran  to  a  wire  fence  along 
the  edge  of  the  pasture,  picked  up  a  few  rocks  and  threw  them  at  the  bull,  but 
to  no  effect.  Lozier  then  grasped  a  four-foot  length  of  two-by-four  board  from 
nearby,  stepped  over  strands  of  the  fence,  and  approached  Crandon  and  the 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 

35 


bull,  then  about  io  feet  away.  He  threw  the  board  at  the  bull,  striking  it  on 
the  back.  The  bull  left  Crandon  and  went  to  the  barn,  and  Crandon  crawled 
from  the  pasture,  Lozier  joining  him  to  drag  him  farther  away.  Crandon 
required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  significant  injuries.  85363  9630 


& 
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DAVID  B.  MAYO 
Tecumseh,  Ontario 


David  B.  Mayo  helped  to  save  Marcian  G.  Cotter  from  drowning, 
Penetanguishene,  Ontario,  August  n,  2011.  Cotter,  49,  became  distressed 
while  swimming  in  Georgian  Bay  off  a  provincial  park  beach.  He  shouted  for 
help,  attracting  the  attention  of  other  beachgoers,  including  Mayo,  45, 
teacher.  The  beach  and  that  part  of  the  bay  were  rocky,  and  high  winds  fos¬ 
tered  three-foot  waves.  Mayo  picked  up  a  short  surfboard  from  nearby  and 
entered  the  water.  He  paddled  over  the  submerged  rocks  and  then  swam 
toward  Cotter,  who  was  about  300  feet  from  shore.  Reaching  Cotter,  he 
extended  the  board  to  him,  and  Cotter  grasped  and  held  to  it.  Also  holding 
to  the  board,  Mayo  swam  a  backstroke  toward  shore,  towing  Cotter.  In  wad- 
able  water  Mayo  was  aided  by  others  in  removing  Cotter,  who  was 
exhausted,  to  the  beach.  Cotter  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment. 
Mayo  sustained  lacerations  and  contusions  to  his  feet,  from  which  he  recov¬ 
ered.  84277-9631 


MICHAEL  T.  MCDONNELL 
Rockawaj  Park,  New  York 

Michael  T.  McDonnell  helped  to  save  Janet  R.  Bavasso,  Kathryn  M.  Cregg, 
and  four  others  from  drowning,  Rockaway  Beach,  New  York,  October  29, 
2012.  In  the  darkness,  Bavasso,  52;  Cregg,  52;  and  five  others,  who  lived  in 
two  adjacent  houses,  became  stranded  in  them  by  the  catastrophic  storm 
surge  of  Hurricane  Sandy,  which,  about  to  make  landfall,  flooded  their 
neighborhood  with  more  than  five  feet  of  water.  A  fire  that  broke  out  nearby 
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and  began  to  spread  in  the  75  m.p.h.  wind  threatened  the  two  houses,  and 
their  seven  occupants,  including  McDonnell,  51,  sales  manager,  gathered  to 
flee  together;  their  plan  was  to  cross  the  flooded  street  to  get  out  of  the  fire’s 
projected  path,  despite  the  floodwater’s  very  swift  current  and  the  debris  that 
it  carried.  McDonnell  directed  the  assembly  of  cords  and  rope,  which  he  tied 
together  to  make  a  line.  A  man  who  lived  across  the  street  paddled  his  surf¬ 
board  to  the  scene  on  hearing  screams.  Using  the  surfboard,  he  took  one  end 
of  the  makeshift  line  across  the  street,  where  another  neighbor  secured  it  to 
his  house,  and  then  he  returned  to  the  victims.  McDonnell  and  the  man  with 
the  surfboard  aided  Bavasso  onto  the  board,  and  she  was  ferried  across  the 
street  by  the  other  man,  who  used  the  line  as  a  guide.  Meanwhile,  Cregg  held 
to  McDonnell’s  back  as  he  waded  and  swam  across  the  street,  also  using  the 
makeshift  line  as  a  guide.  Despite  advancing  flames,  which  had  reached  the 
victims’  homes  by  then,  McDonnell  and  the  man  with  the  surfboard  returned 
twice  for  the  remaining  victims  and  took  them  one  at  a  time  across  the  street 
to  the  other  neighbor’s  house.  The  two  houses  burned  to  the  ground,  as  did 
30  other  structures  in  the  neighborhood,  but  those  across  the  street  in  the  vic¬ 
tims’  block  were  spared.  McDonnell  was  cold  and  tired,  but  he  recovered. 

85565-9651 


|  O  S  H  U  A  H.  MELTZER 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 

Joshua  H.  Meltzer  saved  Erica  R.  Gagnon  and  others  from  drowning, 
Duluth,  Minnesota,  July  2,  2012.  An  11-year-old  girl  was  swimming  in  Lake 
Superior  when  she  had  difficulty  attempting  to  return  to  the  beach  against 
the  four-foot  waves  and  strong  outward  current.  Gagnon,  39,  and  another 
woman,  18,  entered  the  water  in  rescue  attempts  but  also  encountered  diffi¬ 
culty.  Meltzer,  38,  graduate  student,  had  just  arrived  at  the  beach  when  he 
became  aware  of  the  situation.  He  entered  the  water  and  swam  to  the  other 
woman,  who  at  about  75  feet  out  was  the  closest  to  shore.  Meltzer  grasped 
her  and  swam  her  to  wadable  water,  after  which  she  returned  to  the  beach. 
He  then  turned  and  swam  out  to  Gagnon,  who  was  with  the  girl  at  a  point 
about  150  feet  from  shore  and  working  to  keep  her  afloat  against  waves  that 
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repeatedly  submerged  them.  Telling  Gagnon  to  float  on  her  back  and  that  he 
would  return  for  her,  Meltzer  grasped  the  girl  about  the  chest  and  attempted 
to  swim  to  shore  with  his  free  arm.  The  current  and  overtaking  waves 
impeded  his  progress,  and  he  shouted  for  help.  After  a  hard  swim,  Meltzer 
felt  sand  beneath  his  feet  and  worked  his  way  to  wadable  water,  where  oth¬ 
ers  removed  the  girl  to  safety.  Handed  a  life  jacket,  Meltzer  returned  for 
Gagnon  and,  joined  by  another  man,  took  her  to  the  beach  with  the  aid  of  the 
lifejacket.  Gagnon  required  hospital  treatment,  and  she  recovered.  85053. 9634 
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VINCENT  LORENZO  MERAZ 
Escondido,  California 


Vincent  Lorenzo  Meraz  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  San  Marcos, 
California,  January  21,  2013.  A  40-year-old  woman  was  pulled  from  her  car 
by  her  male  companion  and  was  being  beaten  by  him  in  the  street  in  a  resi¬ 
dential  neighborhood.  Standing  at  his  parked  truck  nearby,  Meraz,  48, 
machinist,  witnessed  the  attack.  He  approached  the  assailant  from  behind 
and  kicked  him,  distracting  him  from  the  woman.  The  men  grappled,  after 
which  the  assailant  got  into  the  woman’s  car  and  drove  from  the  immediate 
scene.  Meraz  returned  to  his  truck  for  his  telephone  and  was  standing  at  the 
driver’s  side  when  the  assailant,  who  had  turned  the  woman’s  car  around, 
drove  back  to  the  scene  and  struck  Meraz  against  the  truck.  The  truck  was 
knocked  onto  the  sidewalk,  and  Meraz,  his  ankle  badly  fractured,  fell  to  the 
pavement.  The  assailant  then  got  out  of  the  car  and  attacked  Meraz,  who 
was  able  to  establish  a  hold  on  him  in  an  attempt  to  keep  him  for  police. 
Pulling  himself  from  his  outer  attire,  the  assailant  broke  free  and  fled  the 
scene  on  foot.  He  was  later  arrested.  The  woman  was  treated  at  the  scene  for 
facial  injuries,  and  she  recovered.  Meraz  was  hospitalized  a  week  for  treat¬ 
ment,  including  surgery,  of  his  injuries.  85561  -9650 
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CHARLES  A.  Ml  HER 
Wcnvaka,  Indiana 


Charles  A.  Miller  saved  Tiffany  J.  Miller  from  burning,  Ligonier,  Indiana, 
February  22,  2012.  Tiffany,  26,  was  the  front-seat  passenger  in  a  sport  utility 
vehicle  that,  at  night,  left  the  roadway  and  struck  a  tree  in  the  yard  of  a  resi¬ 
dence.  Unconscious,  she  remained  in  the  seat,  secured  by  her  safety  belt,  as 
flames  broke  out  on  the  vehicle’s  undercarriage.  A  motorist,  Miller,  39, 
welder,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Learning  that  Tiffany  remained  inside  the  vehi¬ 
cle,  he  crawled  through  the  broken-out  window  of  the  driver’s  door  and 
struggled  to  free  her  from  her  safety  belt,  the  task  made  difficult  by  extensive 
damage  done  to  the  vehicle  in  the  accident.  Flames  by  then  started  to  enter 
the  vehicle  at  the  dashboard.  Miller  then  maneuvered  Tiffany  through  a  dri¬ 
ver’s  side  window  and  exited  the  vehicle  himself.  The  vehicle  was  shortly 
engulfed  by  flames.  Tiffany  was  treated  for  injuries  received  during  the 
crash,  but  she  was  not  burned .  84898  9605 
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DAVID  PAUL  MURTHA 
Lindsay,  Ontario 


David  Paul  Murtha  saved  Bruce  G.  Henderson  from  burning,  Lindsay, 
Ontario,  May  3,  2010.  Henderson,  64,  was  in  the  basement  unit  of  his  house 
after  fire  broke  out  in  the  structure’s  front  porch  at  night  and  spread  into  the 
ground-floor  level.  Murtha,  33,  police  constable,  responded  to  the  scene, 
where  he  learned  that  Henderson  was  unaccounted  for  and  probably  in  the 
basement.  Despite  flames  along  one  side  of  the  house  issuing  above  the  roof, 
Murtha  entered  the  structure  through  a  door  on  the  other  side,  stepping  into 
a  room  that  was  aflame.  He  descended  the  nearby  stairs  to  the  basement, 
which  was  filled  with  smoke,  and  shouted  for  Henderson.  Following  his 
voice,  Murtha  located  Henderson  and  attempted  to  lead  him  back  to  the 
stairs,  but  Henderson  instead  took  Murtha  to  another  stairway,  which  was 
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nearer  the  overhead  flames.  The  stairwell  was  aflame  at  the  top,  but  the  men 
climbed  to  an  outside  door,  the  frame  of  which  was  burning.  They  emerged 
to  safety,  both  requiring  treatment  at  the  scene  for  minor  smoke  inhalation. 
They  recovered.  84882-9601 
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JONATHAN  M.  NIELSEN,  SR. 
Morrisville,  Vermont 


Jonathan  M.  Nielsen,  Sr.,  attempted  to  rescue  Heather  J.  Manley  from 
burning,  Morrisville,  Vermont,  September  rc>,  2011.  Manley,  48,  was  in  her 
first-floor  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room  at  night.  In  an 
apartment  nearby,  Nielsen,  32,  laborer,  heard  a  smoke  alarm  and  discovered 
the  fire.  He  responded  to  Manley’s  unit  and  attempted  entry,  but  its  front 
door  was  locked.  Nielsen  then  ran  around  the  building  to  the  sliding  glass 
door  at  the  rear  of  the  apartment,  which  opened  to  the  living  room,  and 
broke  through  it.  Barefoot,  he  entered  the  apartment  to  search  for  Manley 
but  was  unable  to  breathe  in  the  deteriorating  conditions,  which  included 
growing  flames,  dense  smoke,  and  blistering  heat.  Nielsen  left  the  apartment 
and  returned  to  the  front  door,  which  he  struck  with  a  sledgehammer,  forc¬ 
ing  it  open.  Seeing  Manley  unresponsive  on  the  floor  not  far  from  the  door, 
he  crawled  to  her,  grasped  her,  and  dragged  her  outside  the  building.  He 
attempted  to  revive  her,  but  she  had  succumbed.  Flames  rapidly  spread  in  the 
apartment.  Nielsen  required  hospital  treatment  for  first-  and  second-degree 
burns  to  his  hands  and  smoke  inhalation  injury.  He  recovered.  8441 5-9580 
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T  HOMAS  R.  NIELSEN 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


Thomas  R.  Nielsen  helped  to  save  Irmagene  S.  Lambert  from  burning, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  January  6,  2012.  Lambert,  70,  remained  in  the  driver’s 
seat  of  her  car  after  an  accident  at  night  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  highway, 
entered  the  grassy  median,  and  struck  a  cable  barrier.  The  car  came  to  rest 
against  the  barrier,  its  engine  running,  and  fire  soon  broke  out  in  the  engine 
compartment  and  spread  beneath  the  vehicle.  Motorists,  including  Nielsen, 
43,  groundskeeper,  stopped  at  the  scene.  With  the  car's  doors  locked,  Nielsen 
pummeled  the  driver's  window  and  yelled  to  Lambert  to  open  the  door,  but 
she  did  not  respond.  Another  motorist  who  had  responded  pulled  one  of  the 
barrier’s  posts  from  the  ground,  and  with  it  the  men  broke  out  the  window  of 
the  car’s  front  passenger  door  and  opened  the  door.  Nielsen  then  crawled 
onto  the  front  passenger  seat  and,  with  the  other  man's  help,  attempted  to 
pull  Lambert  from  the  driver's  seat.  With  difficulty,  they  moved  Lambert 
closer  to  the  passenger  side  of  the  car,  but  flames  spreading  from  beneath  the 
vehicle  caused  them  to  withdraw.  After  Nielsen  used  two  fire  extinguishers 
against  the  flames,  reducing  them  somewhat,  he  and  the  other  man  re¬ 
entered  the  vehicle  and  resumed  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  Lambert  despite 
deteriorating  conditions  inside  the  car.  They  pulled  on  Lambert  until  she  was 
free  of  the  vehicle  and  then  with  others  carried  her  away  from  it.  Within 
moments  flames  entered  the  car’s  interior.  Neither  Lambert  nor  Nielsen  was 
injured.  S4670-9627 


WILLIAM  L.  O'CONNOR 
Gold  Beach,  Oregon 

William  L.  O'Connor  helped  to  rescue  Leslie  K.  Hislop  from  burning,  Gold 
Beach,  Oregon,  September  26,  2011.  Hislop,  74,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat, 
secured  by  his  safety  belt,  after  an  accident  in  which  his  pickup  truck  left  the 
roadway  and  overturned  onto  its  passenger  side  on  an  embankment  just  off 
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the  road  shoulder.  Flames  erupted  in  the  engine  compartment  and  spread  to 
the  front  of  the  exposed  undercarriage  and  the  interior  of  the  cab.  Motorists, 
including  O'Connor,  64,  stopped  at  the  scene.  O'Connor  descended  the 
embankment  and  attempted,  without  success,  to  open  the  driver's  door.  He 
then  kicked  a  hole  in  the  windshield  but  found  that  he  was  unable  to  remove 
Hislop  through  it.  Obtaining  a  tool  from  one  of  the  other  motorists,  O'Connor 
broke  out  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door,  leaned  into  the  cab,  and  cut 
Hislop’s  shoulder  and  lap  belts.  Freed  of  them,  Hislop  fell  to  the  bottom  of 
the  cab.  O'Connor  and  another  man  leaned  inside  the  cab,  grasped  Hislop, 
and  pulled  him  from  the  wreckage.  Flames  spread  to  destroy  the  vehicle. 
Hislop  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  burns  to  his  legs,  and  O’Connor 
recovered  within  a  few  days  from  exposure  to  smoke.  84409-9582 
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MARCEL1NO  M.  OROZCO 
Long  Beach,  California 


Marcelino  M.  Orozco  rescued  Apolinar  Correa  from  assault,  Bellflower, 
California,  August  19,  2011.  Correa,  54,  was  working  at  a  desk  in  the  front 
office  of  a  business  when  a  man  entered,  approached  him,  and,  pointing  a 
loaded  12-gauge  shotgun  at  him,  demanded  money.  Correa  stepped  to  the 
cash  register  and  opened  it,  the  assailant  following,  keeping  him  at  gunpoint. 
As  the  assailant  removed  money  from  the  register,  Correa  grasped  the  barrel 
of  the  gun  and  tried  to  wrest  it  from  him.  A  struggle  ensued,  during  which 
the  assailant  went  to  the  floor,  still  in  possession  of  the  gun.  About  then, 
Orozco,  44,  a  delivery  driver  for  the  establishment,  entered  the  office.  He 
immediately  advanced  to  Correa  and  the  assailant  and,  standing  over  the 
assailant,  grasped  him  by  the  head  and  put  his  knee  into  the  assailant’s  back 
to  immobilize  him  as  Correa  maintained  his  struggle  and  succeeded  in  dis¬ 
arming  him.  Orozco  and  Correa  kept  the  assailant  to  the  floor  until  police 
arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  84721-9633 
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KATHERI  NE  LEE  OSIECKI 
East  Hampton,  Nett  York 


Katherine  Lee  Osiecki  saved  a  woman  from  drowning,  Amagansett,  New 
York,  April  21, 2013.  At  night,  a  57-year-old  woman  cried  for  help  while  tread¬ 
ing  water  in  Napeague  Bay,  off  Long  Island  Sound,  at  a  point  about  225  feet 
from  shore.  Osiecki,  21,  university  student,  who  lived  nearby,  heard  her  and 
with  her  boyfriend  responded  to  the  beach,  where,  with  the  aid  of  a  flash¬ 
light,  they  saw  the  woman  bobbing  in  the  water.  Osiecki  removed  her  outer 
attire  and  entered  the  water,  the  temperature  of  which  was  47  degrees.  She 
waded  and  then  swam  to  the  woman,  who  reached  out  as  if  to  grab  Osiecki. 
Osiecki  submerged  to  avoid  contact,  and  then,  positioning  the  woman  to 
float  on  her  back,  she  reached  across  the  woman’s  chest  and,  supporting  her 
with  her  hip,  swam  back  to  shore,  guided  by  the  flashlight.  In  wadable  water, 
Osiecki  stood  and  helped  the  woman  walk  to  the  beach.  The  woman  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment.  Osiecki,  cold  and  tired,  sustained  cuts  to 
her  feet,  and  she  recovered.  85705-9648 
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MICHAEL  A.  PELLEGRINO 
Brick,  Nets  Jersey 


Michael  A.  Pellegrino  helped  to  save  Frances  L.  and  Harris  J.  Kaplan  from 
burning,  Ewing,  New  Jersey,  January  18,  2012.  Injured,  Frances,  81,  and  her 
son,  Harris,  54,  remained  inside  a  van  that  had  crashed  into  a  wooden  utility 
pole.  The  pole,  which  supported  a  transformer  and  high-voltage  electric  and 
other  utility  lines,  broke  off  and  fell  along  the  passenger  side  of  the  van, 
blocking  access  to  the  passenger  doors.  Fallen  lines  draped  over  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  vehicle  and  lay  near  it.  Pellegrino,  37,  police  officer,  responded  to 
the  scene,  and,  with  other  officers,  concluded  that  the  lines  were  live.  When 
fire  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  the  vehicle,  they  concluded  also  that  there  was 
insufficient  time  to  await  power  company  response.  Pellegrino  maneuvered 
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among  the  fallen  lines  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  van.  After  one  of  the  other 
officers  broke  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door  and  opened  the  door, 
Pellegrino  and  a  third  officer  joined  in  the  effort  to  remove  Frances  from  the 
van.  They  took  her  to  safety.  Despite  growing  flames  on  the  vehicle,  they 
returned  to  the  driver’s  side  and  assisted  Harris  out  and  to  safety.  Flames 
shortly  engulfed  the  van  and  burned  intensely.  Frances  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  numerous  injuries,  and  Harris  also  required  hospital  treatment. 
Neither  was  burned,  and  they  recovered.  Pellegrino  was  treated  for  a  minor 
eye  injury,  and  he  too  recovered.  84680-9588 


PHILIP  D.  PETR 
Blue  Hill,  Nebraska 


Philip  D.  Petr  helped  to  save  Dustin  Tesdahl  and  others  from  burning,  Blue 
Hill,  Nebraska,  September  5,  2012.  Tesdahl,  18,  and  six  other  students,  ages  6 
to  10,  were  passengers  on  a  school  bus  that  collided  with  a  tractor-trailer  car¬ 
rying  hay  bales.  Both  vehicles  went  off  the  roadway,  the  bus  coming  to  rest 
partially  in  a  ditch  with  the  tractor-trailer  close  by.  Fire  broke  out  at  the 
wreckage  and  spread.  A  motorist,  Petr,  46,  research  technician,  was 
approaching  the  scene  and  saw  smoke.  Stopping  there,  he  was  alerted  by  a 
boy  who  had  escaped  the  bus  that  others  were  inside.  Petr  found  that  the 
bus’s  service  door  was  jammed  shut  and  that  its  emergency  door  at  the  rear 
was  blocked  by  a  bale  of  hay.  Obtaining  a  tool  from  his  truck,  Petr  broke  out 
a  window  along  the  driver’s  side  of  the  bus  and,  hoisted  to  it  by  another  man 
who  had  responded,  climbed  inside.  He  handed  two  of  the  remaining  chil¬ 
dren  out  through  the  window  to  the  other  man  and  then  crawled  over  dis¬ 
lodged  seats  blocking  the  aisle  to  reach  Tesdahl,  who  was  badly  injured.  As 
the  bus  filled  with  smoke  under  deteriorating  conditions,  Petr  took  Tesdahl  to 
the  front  of  the  vehicle  and  handed  him  out  to  the  other  man.  Two  of  the 
remaining  students  made  it  to  safety  through  a  broken  window.  Tesdahl  died 
of  his  injuries,  as  did  the  drivers  of  the  vehicles  and  another  of  the  students. 
Petr  sustained  a  minor  burn  to  his  leg  from  which  he  recovered.  85230-9653 
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MICHAEL  WAYN  E  P  1  R l E 
Oviedo,  Florida 


Michael  Wayne  Pirie  died  attempting  to  save  Grant  S.  Lockenbach  from 
exposure,  LaFayette,  Georgia,  February  12,  2011.  Lockenbach,  20,  and  Pirie, 
18,  were  among  a  group  of  college  students  exploring  Ellison’s  Cave.  When  a 
backpack  containing  personal  items  and  gear  was  lost  to  the  bottom  of  a  125- 
foot-deep  pit  that  was  1,000  feet  inside  the  cave,  Lockenbach  lowered  himself 
by  rope  to  retrieve  it.  Encountering  difficulty,  he  shouted  for  help,  and  sev¬ 
eral  members  of  the  party  left  to  alert  rescue  personnel.  With  Lockenbach 
continuing  to  shout  for  help,  Pirie  donned  a  harness  and  descended  into  the 
pit  on  another  line.  For  several  minutes  he  and  Lockenbach  remained  in 
communication  with  those  students  at  the  top  of  the  pit,  despite  the  noise  of 
a  nearby  waterfall  dropping  into  the  pit.  Eventually  their  voices  were 
silenced,  Lockenbach’s  first.  Rescue  personnel  arrived  at  the  scene, 
descended  into  the  pit,  and  found  Lockenbach  and  Pirie  suspended  by  one  of 
the  lines  in  the  spray  of  the  waterfall.  They  had  died  of  harness-hang  syn¬ 
drome  and  hypothermia .  84896  9602 
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CHRISTOPHER  A.  P  RATT 
Odin,  Illinois 


Christopher  A.  Pratt  rescued  Jace  A.  Westbrook  from  burning,  Centralia, 
Illinois,  December  21,  2011.  Jace,  4,  remained  in  a  car  seat  that  was  secured 
to  the  rear  seat  of  a  sport  utility  vehicle  after  a  highway  accident  before 
dawn:  The  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side,  and 
caught  fire  at  its  front  end.  Pratt,  30,  metal  fabrication  supervisor,  drove 
upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  He  ran  to  the  vehicle  and,  hearing  Jace  crying, 
broke  out  the  window  of  its  hatch  door.  Although  flames  were  entering  the 
front  of  the  vehicle,  Pratt  crawled  inside  and  made  his  way  toward  Jace,  find¬ 
ing  him  strapped  to  his  seat.  Pratt  used  his  knife  to  cut  Jace  free  of  the  seat 
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and  then,  holding  Jace  to  his  chest,  backed  out  of  the  vehicle  to  safety. 
Flames  spread  to  engulf  the  vehicle  shortly.  Jace  and  Pratt  both  required  hos¬ 
pital  treatment  for  burns,  Pratt  sustaining  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to 
his  hands  and  forehead.  84599  96oo 
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KEVIN  PRATT 
Milvcaukie,  Oregon 


Kevin  Pratt  saved  Wayne  L.  Howe  from  drowning,  Portland,  Oregon,  March 
4,  2012.  Fully  clothed,  Howe,  37,  struggled  to  stay  afloat  while  attempting  to 
swim  from  the  bank  of  the  Willamette  River  to  a  dock  about  100  feet  out. 
Bicycling,  Pratt,  31,  care  provider  and  college  student,  was  on  the  bank  in  the 
vicinity  and  saw  Howe’s  difficulty.  He  ran  to  the  river,  removed  his  outer 
attire,  and  dived  into  the  42-degree  water.  Pratt  swam  to  Howe,  reaching  him 
at  a  point  about  75  feet  from  the  bank,  grasped  him,  and  stroked  back  to  the 
bank,  towing  him.  He  dragged  Howe,  who  was  unconscious  by  then,  from 
the  water  and  worked  to  revive  him.  Howe  was  hospitalized  two  days  for 
treatment  of  nearly  drowning,  and  he  recovered.  Pratt  was  cold  after  the  res¬ 
cue  but  did  not  require  medical  treatment.  84758  961  7 


PATRICK  J.  RIMOSHYTUS 
Watren,  Rhode  Island 

Patrick  J.  Rimoshytus  helped  to  rescue  Carolyn  Corbett  from  burning, 
Warren,  Rhode  Island,  December  19,  2012.  Corbett,  68,  remained  in  the  dri¬ 
ver’s  seat  of  her  car  after  the  vehicle  struck  the  car  stopped  in  front  of  it.  Her 
car  remained  in  acceleration,  causing  its  spinning  front  wheels  to  erode  to 
their  rims,  dig  into  the  asphalt,  and  start  a  fire  in  the  vehicle’s  undercarriage 
Flames  soon  spread  into  the  passenger  compartment.  Driving  nearby, 
Rimoshytus,  43,  retired  firefighter,  saw  smoke  at  the  scene  and  stopped. 
Donning  a  firefighter  helmet  and  jacket  that  he  had  been  transporting,  he 
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went  to  the  driver  s  door  of  the  burning  car,  but  flames  issuing  from  its  under¬ 
carriage  and  heat  drove  him  back.  He  then  approached  the  passenger  side  of 
the  vehicle,  opened  the  front  door,  and  leaned  inside.  Unsuccessful  in  his 
attempt  to  unlatch  Corbett’s  safety  belt,  Rimoshytus  withdrew  to  search  for  a 
knife.  He  then  retui  ned  to  the  passenger  door  and  entered  the  vehicle  again, 
that  time  kneeling  on  the  front  passenger  seat.  By  then,  flames  had  grown 
and  spread  to  Corbett’s  attire.  He  grasped  Corbett  around  the  torso  and 
pulled  her,  free  of  her  safety  belt  by  then,  toward  him.  When  he  called  for 
help,  others  at  the  scene  reached  inside  the  vehicle,  grasped  Rimoshytus  by 
the  arms,  and  pulled  him  with  Corbett  out  of  the  car  and  to  the  ground. 
Flames  grew  quickly  to  engulf  the  interior  of  the  car.  Corbett  was  hospital¬ 
ized  for  treatment  of  extensive  burns  and  died  two  days  later.  Rimoshytus 
was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of  first-  and  second-degree  burns, 
to  his  legs  and  right  hand.  He  recovered.  8541  7-9624 
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KEVIN  ROBERTS 
Mount  Lookout,  West  Virginia 


Kevin  Roberts  died  attempting  to  save  four  youths  from  drowning,  Bald 
Head  Island,  North  Carolina,  June  4,  2012.  Four  youths,  aged  12  to  17,  strug¬ 
gled  to  return  to  shore  against  a  strong  current  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  Frying 
Pan  Shoals.  A  member  of  their  party  on  the  beach,  Roberts,  43,  maintenance 
supervisor,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  entered  the  water  and  swam  out 
to  them,  reaching  them  at  a  point  about  750  feet  from  the  beach.  Roberts 
attempted  to  calm  the  youths  and  instructed  them  on  how  to  escape  the  cur¬ 
rent.  Overtaken  by  the  current  himself,  Roberts  was  carried  farther  out. 
Another  man  from  shore  swam  out  with  a  small  inflatable  boat  and  reached 
one  of  the  youths,  a  14-year-old  girl,  who  was  apart  from  the  others.  As  she 
held  to  the  boat,  the  man  paddled  it  to  the  other  three  youths,  who  were  far¬ 
ther  out.  All  held  to  the  boat  as  they  attempted  to  return  to  the  beach,  but 
they  made  no  progress  against  the  current.  A  rescue  boat  arrived  about  30 
minutes  later  and  returned  them  to  safety.  Roberts  was  then  found  to  be 
missing,  and  rescuers  recovered  him  from  the  water  at  a  point  about  a  half- 
mile  from  shore.  He  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  85007-96O6 
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MONTGOMERY  ROHLE 
Mechanicsville,  Virginia 


Kirk  Montgomery  Rohle  attempted  to  rescue  Benjamin  T.  Rogers  from 
burning,  Hampden  Sydney,  Virginia,  January  25, 2012.  Rogers,  21,  and  Rohle, 
22,  students  at  the  same  college  and  residents  of  the  same  two-story  house, 
were  asleep  on  the  second  floor  after  fire  erupted  before  dawn  in  a  porch 
attached  to  the  first  floor.  Alerted,  Rohle  and  all  the  other  residents  except 
Rogers  fled  the  house  through  its  back  door  to  safety  and  then  realized  that 
Rogers  remained  inside.  Wearing  only  shorts,  Rohle  re-entered  the  burning 
house,  moving  quickly  through  dense  smoke  on  the  first  floor  and  ascending 
the  stairs  to  the  second.  Although  smoke  there  precluded  visibility,  Rohle 
checked  the  bedrooms  on  that  floor,  finding  that  part  of  the  flooring  by  then 
had  collapsed  to  expose  the  fire  in  the  living  room.  Disoriented  by  the  smoke 
and  blistering  heat,  Rohle  felt  his  way  back  to  the  stairs  and  down  to  the  first 
floor,  losing  his  footing  at  one  point.  With  flames  by  then  blocking  access  to 
both  of  the  house’s  doors,  Rohle  made  his  way  into  a  first-floor  bedroom, 
where  he  threw  himself  through  a  window  to  the  ground.  Rogers,  who  at 
some  point  had  made  his  way  to  safety,  sustained  second-degree  burns,  for 
which  he  was  hospitalized  two  days.  He  recovered.  Rohle  sustained  burns  of 
up  to  third-degree  to  about  50  percent  of  his  body  and  inhalation  injury.  He 
required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment,  including  skin  grafting. 
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TRAY  HUGHES  ROSS 
Gainesville,  Georgia 


Tray  Hughes  Ross  saved  Harold  Johnson,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Gainesville, 
Georgia,  November  21,  2011.  Johnson,  76,  who  was  blind,  was  inside  his  one- 
story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  bedrooms  at  night.  At  work  in  a 
plant  across  the  street,  Ross,  20,  line  supervisor,  became  aware  of  the  fire.  He 
ran  to  the  burning  house  and  at  the  front  door  heard  Johnson  yelling  for  help. 
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Johnson  opened  the  door  but  in  the  darkness  and  smoke  could  see  nothing. 
He  went  to  the  floor  and,  following  Johnson’s  voice,  crawled  through  the  liv¬ 
ing  and  dining  rooms  and  entered  the  kitchen,  which  was  adjacent  the  burn¬ 
ing  bedroom.  He  found  Johnson  lying  on  the  kitchen  floor.  Ross  pulled 
Johnson  to  his  feet  and  then,  carrying  him,  retraced  his  path  back  to  the  front 
door  and  exited  the  house  to  safety.  Firefighters  were  unable  to  save  the 
house,  which  was  destroyed.  Johnson  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
smoke  inhalation.  Ross  also  received  hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhala¬ 
tion,  and  he  recovered.  84522-9579 


& 
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MICHAEL  F.  SCHIOTIS 
Spring  Hill,  Tennessee 


Michael  F.  Schiotis  rescued  Anna  H.  Trendy  from  assault,  Tobyhanna, 
Pennsylvania,  November  i,  2011.  Trendy,  41,  was  being  pursued  by  an  armed 
man  as  she  drove  on  an  interstate  highway  at  night.  At  one  point,  the  man 
pulled  his  car  beside  hers  and  shot  out  the  window  of  the  front  passenger 
door.  As  Trendy  then  attempted  to  make  a  U-turn  on  the  highway,  the  man 
approached  her  car  on  foot,  opened  its  driver’s  door,  and  pointed  a  gun  at 
her.  He  attempted  to  shoot  her,  but  when  the  gun  malfunctioned,  he  struck 
her  in  the  head  with  it.  Meanwhile,  Schiotis,  44,  truck  driver,  was  approach¬ 
ing  the  scene,  slowing  his  tractor-trailer  to  a  stop  for  what  he  thought  was  a 
traffic  accident.  Bloodied,  Trendy  ran  toward  his  rig,  followed  by  the 
assailant.  She  pounded  on  its  driver’s  door  and  screamed  for  help.  Schiotis 
jumped  from  the  cab,  grasped  Trendy,  and  positioned  himself  between  her 
and  the  assailant.  He  kept  the  assailant  at  bay  as  Trently  climbed  into  the  cab. 
Turning  his  back  to  the  assailant,  Schiotis  followed  her.  He  drove  from  the 
scene  and  called  police,  who  told  him  to  respond  to  a  truck  stop  five  miles 
ahead.  Schiotis  did  so,  but  on  finding  that  the  assailant  was  following  in  his 
vehicle,  Schiotis  continued  on  the  highway,  driving  such  as  to  block  him. 
Police  caught  up  to  them  seven  miles  beyond  the  truck  stop  and  apprehended 
the  assailant.  Trendy  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  her  injuries, 
and  she  recovered.  84708-9581 
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Bridgeport,  Connecticut 


Alfredo  Serrano  helped  to  rescue  Marjorie  A.  Meketa  from  assault, 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  December  22,  2011.  At  midday,  Meketa,  77,  was 
walking  home  from  a  grocery  market  when  a  large,  deranged  man  ran  at  her 
from  behind,  tackled  her  to  the  pavement,  and  stabbed  her  repeatedly  with  a 
piece  of  glass.  Nearby,  Serrano,  45,  maintenance  worker,  witnessed  the 
attack.  Yelling  at  the  assailant,  Serrano  ran  to  him  and  struggled  against  him 
to  separate  him  from  Meketa.  Serrano  was  cut  in  both  hands  in  the  attempt. 
Another  man  who  witnessed  the  attack  responded  by  then,  and  he  joined 
Serrano  in  fighting  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  each  of  the  men,  and 
together  they  kept  him  away  from  Meketa.  Police  arrived  shortiy  and 
arrested  the  assailant.  Meketa  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  injuries, 
which  rendered  her  disabled.  Serrano  recovered  from  his  cuts.  84602-963  7 


DENNIS  M.  SHAW 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut 

Dennis  M.  Shaw  helped  to  rescue  Marjorie  A.  Meketa  from  assault, 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  December  22,  2011.  At  midday,  Meketa,  77,  was 
walking  home  from  a  grocery  market  when  a  large,  deranged  man  ran  at  her 
from  behind,  tackled  her  to  the  pavement,  and  stabbed  her  repeatedly  with  a 
piece  of  glass.  Nearby,  Shaw,  53,  witnessed  the  attack.  Despite  limitations  to 
his  mobility,  Shaw  made  his  way  to  the  scene,  where  another  man  was  strug¬ 
gling  against  the  assailant  to  separate  him  from  Meketa.  Shaw  joined  the 
other  man  in  fighting  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  each  of  the  men,  and 
together  they  kept  him  away  from  Meketa.  Police  arrived  shortly  and 
arrested  the  assailant.  Meketa  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  injuries, 
which  rendered  her  disabled .  84  75  5-9638 
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ALEC  JUSTIN  SMITH 
San  Jose,  California 


Alec  Justin  Smith  saved  a  boy  from  falling,  Yosemite  National  Park, 
California,  April  9,  2013.  A  9-year-old  boy  entered  the  Merced  River  just 
above  Vernal  Fall  and  was  carried  downstream  by  the  swift  current  toward 
the  brink  of  the  317-foot  fall.  In  another  party  on  the  bank  at  the  scene,  Alec, 
16,  high  school  student,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  immediately  ran  to 
the  river,  jumping  over  a  three-foot-high  railing  en  route.  At  the  water  line, 
he  lay  on  the  smooth  granite  bank,  which  was  slick,  and,  holding  by  one  arm 
to  a  knob  in  the  rock,  extended  his  body  partially  into  the  36-degree  water  at 
a  point  about  20  feet  from  the  fall.  With  his  other  hand  he  grasped  the  boy 
when  the  boy  came  within  reach.  Alec  pulled  the  boy  onto  the  bank,  where 
another  man  then  helped  to  secure  them  as  they  regained  their  footing. 

85641-9636 
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DYLAN  PATRICK  SMITH 
Rockawaj  Park,  New  York 


Dylan  Patrick  Smith  helped  to  save  Janet  R.  Bavasso,  Kathryn  M.  Cregg, 
and  four  others  from  drowning,  Rockaway  Beach,  New  York,  October  29, 
2012.  In  the  darkness,  Bavasso,  52;  Cregg,  52;  and  five  others,  who  lived  in 
two  adjacent  houses,  became  stranded  in  them  by  the  catastrophic  storm 
surge  of  Hurricane  Sandy,  which,  about  to  make  landfall,  flooded  their 
neighborhood  with  more  than  five  feet  of  water.  A  fire  that  broke  out  nearby 
and  began  to  spread  in  the  75  m.p.h.  wind  threatened  the  two  houses,  and 
their  seven  occupants  gathered  to  flee  together;  their  plan  was  to  cross  the 
flooded  street  to  get  out  of  the  fire’s  projected  path,  despite  the  floodwater’s 
very  swift  current  and  the  debris  that  it  carried.  One  of  the  male  victims 
directed  the  assembly  of  cords  and  rope,  which  he  tied  together  to  make  a 
line.  Smith,  22,  university  student,  who  lived  across  the  street,  paddled  his 
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surfboard  to  the  scene  on  hearing  screams.  Using  the  surfboard,  he  took  one 
end  of  the  makeshift  line  across  the  street,  where  another  neighbor  secured 
it  to  his  house,  and  then  he  returned  to  the  victims.  Smith  aided  Bavasso  onto 
the  board  and,  using  the  line  as  a  guide,  ferried  her  across  the  street. 
Meanwhile,  Cregg  held  to  the  back  of  the  man  who  had  assembled  the  line  as 
he  waded  and  swam  across  the  street,  also  using  the  makeshift  line  as  a 
guide.  Despite  advancing  flames,  which  had  reached  the  victims’  homes  by 
then,  Smith  and  the  other  man  returned  twice  for  the  remaining  victims  and 
took  them  one  at  a  time  across  the  street  to  the  other  neighbor’s  house.  The 
two  houses  burned  to  the  ground,  as  did  30  other  structures  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  but  those  across  the  street  in  the  victims’  block  were  spared .  85415-9652 


W  I  LLI  AM  SMITH 
Fairvievn,  New  Jersey 


William  Smith  saved  Stanislau  J.  Kavalsky  from  burning,  Hackensack,  New 
Jersey,  February  28, 2012.  Stopped  at  an  intersection  while  driving,  Kavalsky, 
82,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  car  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  front  pas¬ 
senger-seat  area  and  filled  the  car  with  dense  smoke.  Seeing  the  smoke, 
Smith,  31,  retail  shop  employee,  left  his  place  of  employment  nearby  and 
responded  to  the  car  to  investigate.  He  went  to  the  driver’s  door  and  told 
Kavalsky  to  exit  the  vehicle.  When  he  would  not,  Smith  opened  the  door, 
leaned  into  the  vehicle,  and  freed  Kavalsky  of  his  safety  belt,  flames  by  then 
spreading  to  the  back-seat  area  of  the  car  and  growing  in  the  front-seat  area. 
Having  to  pry  Kavalsk/s  hands  from  the  steering  wheel,  Smith  lifted 
Kavalsky  from  the  vehicle  and  walked  him  quickly  to  safety.  Within  seconds, 
one  of  several  oxygen  cylinders  in  the  car’s  passenger  compartment 
exploded,  followed  shortly  by  two  others,  damaging  vehicles  and  a  budding 
in  the  vicinity  and  injuring  responding  police  and  a  firefighter.  Kavalsky 
required  hospitalization,  but  Smith  was  not  injured.  84750-9613 
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JAMES  PHILIP  SNIDER 
Clarksville,  Tennessee 


James  Philip  Snider  saved  Tyler  J.  Farrow,  Matthew  S.  Williams,  and  Amy 
R.  Stringer  from  burning  and  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Jackson  H.  Amos, 
Clarksville,  Tennessee,  August  28,  2011.  Tyler,  17;  Williams,  18;  Amy,  17;  and 
Amos,  18,  remained  inside  the  automobile  in  which  they  were  traveling  after 
the  vehicle  left  a  rural  road  and  crashed  in  an  adjoining  field.  Flames  erupted 
in  the  car’s  engine  compartment,  and  dense  smoke  filled  its  interior.  Snider, 
50,  school  teacher  and  athletic  coach,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  He 
opened  the  car’s  rear  passenger-side  door,  reached  inside,  and  pulled  out 
Tyler,  who  was  unconscious.  When  Williams  started  to  emerge  from  the 
vehicle  on  his  own,  Snider  aided  him  to  safety.  Snider  then  fully  entered  the 
vehicle  and,  sitting  on  the  back  seat,  dislodged  Amy  from  the  wreckage  and 
pulled  her  out.  With  flames  starting  to  enter  the  passenger  compartment  at 
the  dashboard,  Snider  opened  the  rear  door  on  the  driver’s  side  and,  calling 
to  others  at  the  scene  for  help,  returned  inside.  He  attempted  to  pull  Amos, 
the  driver,  into  the  back  seat,  but  Amos  also  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage,  by 
a  foot.  A  man  who  lived  near  the  scene  had  responded,  and  he  joined  Snider 
at  the  car.  Leaning  inside,  he  freed  Amos  and  then  withdrew  from  the  car 
and  helped  Snider  pull  him  out.  Tyler  and  Williams  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  their  injuries,  but  Amy  and  Amos  died  at  the  scene.  Snider  sus¬ 
tained  minor  burns  and  cuts,  from  which  he  recovered.  84323  9519 


WILFRED  L.  SPENCER  III 
Moundsville,  IVest  Virginia 

Wilfred  L.  Spencer  III  rescued  Tiffany  L.  Aumick  from  assault,  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia,  January  7,  2012.  Aumick,  28,  was  in  a  bus  shelter  along  a  city 
street  when  a  man  approached  and  threatened  her.  He  pulled  her  head  back, 
held  a  knife  to  her  throat,  and  cut  her  on  the  face  when  she  struggled. 
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Spencer,  43,  contractor,  was  driving  by  about  then.  He  stopped  at  the  scene, 
approached  Aumick  and  the  assailant,  and,  standing  between  them,  asked 
Aumick  if  she  wanted  to  leave  the  shelter  with  him.  Spencer  then  escorted 
Aumick  to  his  truck,  which  she  boarded.  As  he  then  started  to  return  to  the 
driver’s  side  of  the  vehicle,  the  assailant  charged  him  from  behind  and 
stabbed  him  repeatedly.  They  went  to  the  pavement  and  struggled,  with 
Spencer  pummeling  the  assailant  until  he  overpowered  him.  Police  arrived 
and  arrested  the  assailant.  Aumick  was  treated  at  the  scene,  and  Spencer 
was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment,  including  surgery,  of  multiple  stab 

wounds.  84993-9586 


JOHN  E.  SWARTZ 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania 

John  E.  Swartz  helped  to  constrain  an  armed  assailant,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania,  June  1,  2010.  Swartz,  47,  automobile  body  technician,  had  just 
arrived  home  from  work  when  the  teenaged  girl  who  lived  next  door  ran  to 
his  house  and  told  him  that  her  father  had  just  shot  her  and  her  mother. 
Swartz  immediately  set  out  in  his  truck  to  get  help,  but  the  assailant  inter¬ 
cepted  him  and  shot  at  him  twice,  at  close  range,  missing  him.  Swartz  con¬ 
tinued  to  a  commercial  garage  nearby  and  alerted  others  to  the  assault.  The 
assailant  then  centered  his  attention  on  another  responding  neighbor,  chas¬ 
ing  him  around  a  parked  car  and  firing  at  him  before  running  after  his  wife. 
Bloodied,  the  assailant’s  wife  ran  onto  the  highway  in  front  of  Swartz’s  house 
and  flagged  down  an  approaching  car.  The  driver  stopped  for  her  and 
allowed  her  to  enter  through  the  passenger  door.  The  assailant  then  walked 
up  the  driver’s  door,  opened  it,  and  shot  the  driver,  mortally  wounding  her, 
as  his  wife  fled  the  vehicle  to  safety.  The  assailant  returned  to  his  house. 
From  the  garage,  Swartz  saw  that  shooting.  He  drove  to  the  scene  and 
parked  his  truck  across  the  highway  to  block  any  oncoming  traffic.  He  then 
responded  to  the  car  to  tend  to  the  driver,  as  did  the  other  neighbor,  but  the 
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assailant  fired  at  them.  They  sought  refuge  in  Swartz’s  yard  while  maintain¬ 
ing  verbal  contact  with  the  assailant,  helping  to  keep  him  at  his  property. 
Police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  The  assailant’s  wife  and  daughter 
required  hospital  treatment  for  their  wounds,  and  they  recovered.  84658-95  9  7 
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JAMES  B.  TERRY 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana 


James  B.  Terry  helped  to  save  Irmagene  S.  Lambert  from  burning, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  January  6,  2012.  Lambert,  70,  remained  in  the  driver’s 
seat  of  her  car  after  an  accident  at  night  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  highway, 
entered  the  grassy  median,  and  struck  a  cable  barrier.  The  car  came  to  rest 
against  the  barrier,  its  engine  running,  and  fire  soon  broke  out  in  the  engine 
compartment  and  spread  beneath  the  vehicle.  Motorists,  including  Terry,  51, 
stopped  at  the  scene.  With  the  car's  doors  locked  and  Lambert  not  respon¬ 
sive,  Terry  pulled  one  of  the  barrier’s  posts  from  the  ground,  and  with  it  he 
and  another  motorist  who  had  responded  broke  out  the  window  of  the  car’s 
front  passenger  door  and  opened  the  door.  Terry  then  leaned  into  the  car 
and,  with  the  other  man’s  help,  attempted  to  pull  Lambert  from  the  driver's 
seat.  With  difficulty,  they  moved  Lambert  closer  to  the  passenger  side  of  the 
car,  but  flames  spreading  from  beneath  the  vehicle  caused  them  to  withdraw. 
After  the  other  man  used  two  fire  extinguishers  against  the  flames,  reducing 
them  somewhat,  he  and  Terry  re-entered  the  vehicle  and  resumed  their 
efforts  in  behalf  of  Lambert  despite  deteriorating  conditions  inside  the  car. 
They  pulled  on  Lambert  until  she  was  free  of  the  vehicle  and  then  with  oth¬ 
ers  carried  her  away  from  it.  Within  moments  flames  entered  the  car’s  inte¬ 
rior.  Neither  Lambert  nor  Terry  was  injured.  84729  9628 
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Roseville,  California 


Scott  E.  Teuscher  helped  to  rescue  Amy  L.  Stapleton-Horn  from  burning, 
Grass  Valley,  California,  July  12,  2012.  Unconscious,  Stapleton-Horn,  37, 
remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  car  after  an  accident  in  which  the  vehicle 
struck  an  oncoming  tractor- trailer  in  the  vicinity  of  its  fuel  tanks.  The  tanks 
burst  into  flame,  setting  fire  to  the  tractor  and  its  flatbed  trailer,  the  car  com¬ 
ing  to  rest  in  close  proximity  to  the  flames.  Motorists,  including  Teuscher,  35, 
courier,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Despite  the  growing  and  advancing  flames, 
Teuscher  went  to  the  driver’s  side  of  Stapleton-Horn's  car,  opened  the  front 
door,  and,  leaning  inside,  unfastened  her  safety  belt.  As  he  began  to  pull  her 
out,  another  motorist  joined  him  and  helped  take  her  from  the  vehicle  and 
carry  her  across  the  highway  to  safety.  An  explosion  at  the  tractor-trailer  sent 
flames  to  the  car,  and  both  vehicles  were  shortly  engulfed,  with  flames 
spreading  to  the  trees  and  grass  along  the  highway.  Stapleton-Horn  required 
extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  serious  injuries,  including  burns  of 
up  to  third-degree.  85092-9646 
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AN  TORDELLA-W1LLIAMS 
Carrboro,  North  Carolina 


Ian  Tordella-Williams  helped  to  save  four  youths  from  drowning,  Bald 
Head  Island,  North  Carolina,  June  4,  2012.  Four  youths,  aged  12  to  17,  strug¬ 
gled  to  return  to  shore  against  a  strong  current  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  Frying 
Pan  Shoals.  From  another  party  at  the  beach,  Tordella-Williams,  27,  sales 
clerk  and  water  sports  instructor,  swam  out  with  a  small  inflatable  boat  and 
reached  one  of  the  youths,  a  14-year-old  girl,  who,  apart  from  the  others,  was 
about  600  feet  from  the  beach.  As  she  held  to  the  boat,  Tordella-Williams 
paddled  it  to  the  other  three  youths,  who  were  farther  out.  All  held  to  the 
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boat  as  they  attempted  to  return  to  the  beach,  but  they  made  no  progress 
against  the  current.  A  rescue  boat  arrived  about  30  minutes  later  and 
returned  them  to  safety.  Tordella-Williams  was  nearly  exhausted,  but  he 
recovered.  85090-9607 
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LUKE  DANIEL  VAUGHN 
DeWitt,  Michigan 


Michael  William  Stoney  helped  to  save  Tracy  D.  Lopez  and  helped  to  rescue 
Carlos  A.  Adams  from  burning,  Palm  Coast,  Florida,  April  3,  2012.  Badly 
injured,  Lopez,  44,  and  Adams,  42,  remained  in  the  front  seat  of  a  car  after  a 
nighttime  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  highway,  crashed  into  a  tree, 
and  caught  fire  in  its  engine  area.  Luke,  17,  high  school  student,  and  a  friend 
were  in  the  vicinity  and  heard  the  crash.  They  ran  to  the  scene.  Finding  the 
driver’s  door  of  the  car  blocked  and  the  front  passenger  door  jammed  shut, 
Luke  and  his  friend  bent  down  the  window  frame  of  the  front  passenger  door 
to  create  access  to  the  car’s  interior.  They  then  leaned  through  the  opening, 
grasped  Lopez,  who  was  unconscious  in  the  passenger  seat,  and  pulled  her 
out  of  the  car.  After  taking  her  away  from  the  vehicle,  Luke  and  his  friend 
returned  to  the  door  and  again  leaned  inside.  Flames  by  then  were  entering 
the  passenger  compartment,  at  the  dashboard.  Luke  and  his  friend  grasped 
Adams,  who  was  in  the  driver’s  seat,  unconscious,  his  legs  trapped  by  wreck¬ 
age.  They  pulled  on  him,  freeing  him,  and  then  removed  him  through  the 
window  and  away  from  the  car.  Flames  grew  shortly  to  engulf  the  vehicle. 
Lopez  and  Adams  both  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive 
injuries,  Adams’s  including  a  serious  burn  to  one  foot.  84839  9591 
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PETER  WEATHERFORD 
Clarksville,  Tennessee 


Peter  Weatherford  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Jackson  H.  Amos  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  August  28,  2011.  Amos,  18,  remained  inside  the 
automobile  he  had  been  driving  after  it  left  a  rural  road  and  crashed  in  an 
adjoining  held.  Flames  erupted  in  the  car’s  engine  compartment,  and  dense 
smoke  filled  its  interior.  A  motorist  who  stopped  at  the  scene  pulled  three 
other  occupants  of  the  car  to  safety  and  then  called  for  help  in  removing 
Amos,  who  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage,  by  a  foot.  Weatherford,  52,  who 
lived  nearby,  had  responded  to  the  scene  on  hearing  the  crash.  He  went  to 
the  car,  opened  the  front  door  on  its  passenger  side,  and  felt  for  Amos.  He 
then  went  to  the  driver’s  door,  opened  it,  and  leaned  inside.  Despite  nearby 
flames  that  had  entered  the  car’s  interior  by  then  and  were  growing,  he  freed 
Amos  and,  withdrawing  from  the  car,  helped  the  other  man  pull  him  out. 
Amos  and  another  of  the  car’s  occupants  died  at  the  scene,  but  the  other  two 
survived.  84322-9620 
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BRANDON  M.  WEMHOFF 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 


Brandon  M.  Wemhoff  saved  Margaret  E.  Mullet  from  assault,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  May  29,  2011.  Mullet,  54,  a  pharmacist,  was  behind  the  counter  at 
the  store  where  she  worked  when  a  masked  man,  armed  with  a  gun  and 
knife,  climbed  over  the  counter  and  threatened  her.  A  customer  in  the  store, 
Wemhoff,  29,  telephone  technician,  witnessed  the  assault.  He  responded  to 
the  pharmacy,  climbed  over  the  counter,  and  confronted  the  assailant.  A 
struggle  between  the  two  men  broke  out,  with  the  assailant  momentarily  pin¬ 
ning  Wemhoff  against  a  counter.  Wemhoff  then  overpowered  the  assailant 
and  disarmed  him,  and  he  took  him  to  the  floor  and  pinned  him  there  until 
police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Mullet  fled  unharmed.  84768-9593 
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CHRISTOPHER  E  .  WILLIAMS 
Gallipolis,  Ohio 


Christopher  E.  Williams  saved  Samuel  L.  Dust  from  burning,  Gallipolis, 
Ohio,  October  io,  2012.  Samuel,  3,  was  asleep  in  the  master  bedroom  at  one 
end  of  his  family’s  mobile  home  after  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen,  at  the 
opposite  end.  A  neighbor,  Williams,  35,  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  structure 
and  responded  to  it.  He  pounded  on  the  mobile  home’s  front  door  and  then 
ran  to  the  back  door  and  pounded  on  it,  alerting  Samuel’s  mother,  who  also 
had  been  asleep.  Hearing  Samuel’s  mother  at  the  door,  Williams  pried  it 
open  and  pulled  her  out.  When  he  learned  that  Samuel  remained  inside, 
Williams  entered  the  structure  in  search  of  him  but  was  repulsed  by  smoke, 
which  precluded  visibility.  On  a  second  entry,  he  went  through  a  hall  and 
found  Samuel  in  the  doorway  to  the  master  bedroom.  He  picked  Samuel  up 
and  carried  him  outside  to  safety.  Believing  a  second  child  was  in  the  home, 
Williams  re-entered  it  repeatedly,  making  his  way  toward  the  fire,  but  he  was 
repulsed  by  deteriorating  conditions  each  time  and  then  learned  that  every¬ 
one  was  out  of  the  structure.  Flames  soon  engulfed  the  mobile  home, 
destroying  it.  Neither  Williams  nor  Samuel  was  injured.  85279-9626 
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WARREN  L.  WOOD,  J  R. 
Crozet,  Virginia 


Warren  L.  Wood,  Jr.,  rescued  Jessica  M.  Lewis  and  Amber  L.  Johnson  from 
burning  and  attempted  to  save  Michael  W.  Johnson,  Crozet,  Virginia, 
November  10,  2011.  Lewis,  36,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile  that  left  the 
roadway,  struck  a  tree,  and  caught  fire  at  its  front  end.  She  was  trapped  in 
the  wreckage,  as  were  her  daughter,  Amber,  20,  who  was  in  the  front  pas¬ 
senger  seat,  and  Michael,  40,  who  was  in  the  back  seat.  A  volunteer  fire¬ 
fighter  who  lived  nearby,  Wood,  45,  facilities  manager,  responded  to  the 
scene  on  being  alerted  to  the  accident.  Without  donning  protective  gear  or 
waiting  for  backup,  he  approached  the  burning  vehicle,  reached  through  the 
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opened  driver’s  door,  and  freed  Lewis’s  foot  from  the  pedals.  He  lifted  her 
from  the  car  and  then  re-entered  it  and  knelt  on  the  driver’s  seat.  He  reached 
over  and  freed  Amber’s  feet  from  folds  in  the  wreckage  and,  backing,  pulled 
her  from  the  vehicle.  Despite  flames  spreading  into  the  interior  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle  from  the  dashboard  and  igniting  the  front  passenger  seat,  Wood  re¬ 
entered  the  vehicle  again,  through  the  rear  door  on  the  driver’s  side.  He 
grasped  Michael  by  the  belt  and  pulled  him  out  of  the  vehicle.  Flames  grew 
shortly  to  engulf  the  car.  Lewis  and  Amber  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where 
Lewis  was  treated  for  injuries,  including  third-degree  burns.  Amber  did  not 
survive  the  accident,  nor  did  Michael.  84558  961 4 


2013  ANNUAL  REPORT 

60 


2014  AWARDEES 


HEROIC  ACTS  RECOGNIZED  DURING  2014 


The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
in  2014  for  having  performed  outstanding  acts  of  heroism.  In  each  case, 
a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  financial  grant  were  awarded. 


JOSE  ALVARADO 
Kandiyohi,  Minnesota 


Jose  Alvarado  saved  Jason  W.  and  Julia  G.  Hoffman  from  burning, 
Kandiyohi,  Minnesota,  August  17,  2012.  Siblings  Jason,  5,  and  Julia,  8, 
remained  in  the  back  seat  of  a  minivan  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the 
vehicle  left  the  roadway,  entered  a  ditch,  and  caught  fire  at  its  front  end. 
Alvarado,  48,  heavy  equipment  operator,  approached  on  the  highway  and 
stopped  at  the  scene.  After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  gain  entry  to  the  mini- 
van  through  its  front  passenger  door,  he  went  to  the  driver’s  side  and,  aided 
by  another  man  who  responded,  removed  the  window  of  the  rear  door. 
Despite  growing  and  spreading  flames,  Alvarado  extended  his  upper  body 
through  the  window  opening  and  unbuckled  Jason’s  safety  belt.  Jason 
grasped  Alvarado  about  the  neck,  and  Alvarado  backed  from  the  vehicle  with 
him.  After  taking  the  boy  to  safety,  Alvarado  returned  to  the  passenger  side 
of  the  van,  where  the  window  of  the  rear  door  was  missing.  Although  flames 
had  entered  the  front  of  the  vehicle  by  then  and  dense  smoke  was  accumu- 
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Paul  F.  Frontiero  III,  whose  goal  was  to  become  a  paramedic/registered  nurse  on  a  med- 
flight  team,  died  defending  his  housemates  from  an  assault  in  Nashua,  N.H.,  on  Oct  9, 
2011.  For  his  heroic  actions,  he  was  awarded  the  Carnegie  Medal,  posthumously,  in  2014. 
Fie  is  shown  on  a  medical  mission  to  the  Dominican  Republic  in  2010. 


Los  Angeles  Police  Officer  Donald  E.  Thompson  was  on  his  way  to  work  with  the  bomb 
squad  when  he  witnessed  a  fiery,  one-car  freeway  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene  and, 
as  flames  grew  and  spread  rapidly  from  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  to  the  front,  opened  the 
driver’s  door  and  pulled  the  unconscious  driver  to  safety.  Thompson  was  a  2014  awardee 
of  the  Carnegie  Medal. 
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lating  inside,  he  again  extended  his  upper  body  into  the  vehicle.  Julia,  who 
was  unconscious,  was  pinned  by  a  leg  in  the  wreckage.  Alvarado  unbuckled 
her  safety  belt,  freed  her  leg,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  minivan  as  police  offi¬ 
cers  fought  the  flames  with  fire  extinguishers.  Jason  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  he  recovered,  but  Julia  died  shortly  after  her 
rescue.  Alvarado  sustained  lacerations  to  his  arms  and  hands  and  exacer¬ 
bated  an  existing  back  injury.  ss698-968i 


JONATHAN  A.  BARTHEL 
Lake  Norden,  South  Dakota 


Jonathan  A.  Barthel  helped  to  save  Kyan  J.  and  Daniel  J.  M.  Overbo  from 
drowning,  Lake  Norden,  South  Dakota,  April  21,  2014.  After  falling  into  the 
frigid  water  of  Lake  Poinsett  after  their  canoe  tipped,  Kyan,  9,  sat  atop  the 
submerged  craft  as  his  father,  Overbo,  37,  struggled  to  push  it  toward  the 
bank.  They  shouted  for  help.  Sleeping  at  his  home  nearby,  Barthel,  21,  a 
deputy  sheriff  then  off  duty,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  ran,  barefoot, 
about  2,000  feet  to  a  point  on  the  bank  opposite  Kyan  and  Overbo.  Wearing 
only  gym  shorts,  Barthel  entered  the  water,  the  temperature  of  which  was 
about  40  degrees,  and  waded  and  then  swam  about  150  feet  to  the  canoe.  He 
lifted  Kyan  from  the  canoe,  swam  and  waded  back  toward  the  bank,  and 
handed  Kyan  over  to  his  mother,  who  was  in  wadable  water.  Barthel  then 
returned  to  Overbo,  who,  nearly  exhausted,  had  continued  toward  the  bank. 
He  aided  Overbo  from  the  lake  and  took  him  to  his  nearby  home,  where  he 
and  Kyan  were  warmed.  Overbo  later  sought  medical  treatment  for  ill  effects 
of  being  in  the  water,  but  he  recovered.  Barthel  suffered  knee  pain  but  recov¬ 
ered  that  day.  86520-9733 
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Crete,  Nebraska 


Richard  L.  Blessen  helped  to  save  Seth  Albert  and  Bryar  Alvarado-Meyer 
from  drowning,  Duncan,  Nebraska,  December  25,  2013.  Stepbrothers  Seth 
and  Bryar,  both  14,  broke  through  the  ice  covering  a  channel  of  Duncan  Lakes 
at  points  about  90  and  60  feet,  respectively,  from  the  nearer  bank.  Unable  to 
extract  themselves,  they  clung  to  solid  ice  and  shouted  for  help.  Visiting  at  a 
home  on  the  far  bank  in  that  vicinity,  Blessen,  45,  college  administrator, 
heard  the  boys  and  alerted  help.  He  then  took  a  17-foot  aluminum  canoe  and 
flotation  devices  from  that  property  to  the  channel  and  pushed  the  canoe  out 
onto  the  ice  about  30  feet  toward  the  boys.  Fearing  that  the  ice  would  not 
hold,  Blessen  then  entered  the  canoe  and  continued  his  advance  by  using  his 
fingernails  against  the  ice.  When  the  canoe  broke  through  the  ice  at  a  point 
about  10  feet  from  Seth,  Blessen  used  his  hands  to  break  a  path  to  the  boy.  He 
gave  Seth  a  foam  tube,  secured  a  life  vest  around  him,  and  guided  him  to  an 
inner  tube  that  was  tied  to  the  back  of  the  canoe.  Using  a  paddle,  Blessen 
then  turned  the  canoe  and  broke  a  path  through  the  ice  to  reach  Bryar,  whom 
he  also  secured  with  a  foam  tube  and  life  jacket.  Blessen  held  to  both  boys 
along  one  side  of  the  canoe  as  attempts  to  throw  lines  to  them  were  made  by 
neighbors  and  first  responders  who  were  gathering  on  both  banks.  Grasping 
the  line  thrown  by  men  on  the  nearer  bank,  Blessen  tied  it  to  the  canoe,  and 
the  canoe  was  pulled  to  that  bank.  The  boys  were  taken  to  the  hospital  and 
treated  for  hypothermia,  and  they  recovered.  Blessen  was  cold  and  verv  tired 
after  the  rescue,  and  he  sustained  minor  scrapes  and  bruises,  from  which  he 
recovered.  86388-9729 
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KU  RT  T.  BUCHLER 
Sanatoga,  Pennsylvania 


Kurt  T.  Buchler  rescued  Kaitlyn  M.  Fadely  from  attacking  dogs,  Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania,  March  15,  2013.  Arriving  to  visit  at  a  private  residence,  Fadely, 
19,  was  attacked  by  three  dogs,  whose  weights  ranged  from  80  to  100  pounds. 
The  dogs  dragged  her  to  a  point  beside  a  four-foot-high  fence  along  the  front 
yard  and  mauled  her.  Buchler,  44,  bartender,  was  about  to  enter  his  car  in  a 
parking  lot  about  350  feet  away  when  he  heard  Faddy’s  screams.  Running  to 
the  scene,  he  saw  the  attack.  Buchler  went  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  fence 
at  Faddy’s  position  and,  yelling  at  the  dogs,  reached  over  the  fence  and 
punched  at  them  to  distract  them.  The  dogs  left  Fadely  and  turned  on 
Buchler,  chasing  him  into  the  street.  Realizing  that  he  could  not  outrun 
them,  Buchler  turned  and  fought  against  them,  kicking  and  punching,  when 
they  attacked  him.  Fadely,  meanwhile,  was  helped  to  safety  inside  the  resi¬ 
dence.  A  passing  motorist  witnessed  the  attack  and  used  her  vehicle  to  stop 
it,  and  then  she  tended  to  Buchler’s  injuries.  Both  Fadely  and  Buchler 
required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  severe  bite  wounds.  Buchler  was 
detained  for  six  days,  and  he  missed  three  months’  work.  85734  966? 
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MICHAEL  JEROME  CADE 
Enid,  Oklahoma 


Michael  Jerome  Cade  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  Houston,  Texas,  May 
17,  2013.  A  26-year-old  woman  screamed  for  help  after  a  man  broke  into  the 
shop  where  she  worked  and,  at  gunpoint,  dragged  her  outside  and  forced  her 
into  his  pickup  truck.  A  patron  of  the  barbershop  two  doors  away,  Cade,  45, 
vocational  rehabilitative  specialist,  witnessed  the  attack.  He  left  the  shop, 
approached  the  assailant  at  the  driver’s  side  of  the  truck,  and  pushed  him 
away.  A  struggle  between  the  men  ensued,  during  which  the  assailant 
pointed  the  gun  at  Cade  and  fired  twice,  grazing  his  scalp.  As  Cade  and  the 
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assailant  continued  to  fight  for  control  of  the  gun,  going  to  the  pavement  at 
the  rear  of  the  truck,  the  woman  fled  the  vehicle  to  safety.  Another  man  from 
the  barbershop  approached  the  assailant  and  applied  a  chokehold,  allowing 
Cade  to  remove  the  gun  from  the  immediate  scene.  The  second  man  held  the 
assailant  to  the  pavement  until  police  arrived  and  arrested  him.  The  woman 
sustained  minor  injuries,  and  Cade  required  hospital  treatment  for  gunshot 
wounds,  fractures,  and  lacerations.  He  recovered.  85758  9672 
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CHARLES  T.  CARBONELL,  SR. 
Tampa,  Florida 


Charles  T.  Carbonell,  Sr.,  saved  Denise  C.  Guzman  from  burning. 
Lakeland,  Florida,  November  14,  2011.  Guzman,  41,  was  trapped  in  her  sport 
utility  vehicle  after  an  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  rolled  off  the  highway 
and  came  to  rest  upside  down  in  a  stretch  of  wetland.  Fire  erupted  in  the 
engine  compartment  and  spread  to  the  exposed  underside  of  the  vehicle. 
Guzman  struck  at  a  window  and  shouted  for  help.  Carbonell,  54,  furniture 
restorer,  had  been  traveling  behind  Guzman  and  witnessed  the  accident. 
Stopping  at  the  scene,  he  ran  to  the  burning  vehicle,  his  footing  compromised 
by  the  wetland  mud.  Carbonell  pulled  on  the  driver’s  door,  which  was 
unlocked,  but  the  mud  prevented  him  from  opening  it  appreciably.  After 
some  struggle,  he  succeeded  in  opening  the  door  wider.  He  then  leaned  head 
first  into  the  vehicle  despite  flames  spreading  from  the  front  of  the  undercar¬ 
riage  toward  the  back;  flames  were  also  visible  inside  the  vehicle,  on  the 
dashboard.  Carbonell  grasped  Guzman  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  vehicle.  He 
stood  her  on  the  ground,  but  as  her  feet  sank  partway  into  the  mud,  he  picked 
her  up  and  carried  her  back  to  the  highway.  Neither  Guzman  nor  Carbonell 
was  injured.  845119691 
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JUSTIN  TAK  CHAN 
Burnaby,  British  Columbia 


Justin  Tak  Chan  died  attempting  to  save  Amy  Wong  from  drowning, 
Whisder,  British  Columbia,  August  6,  2011.  Wong,  31,  was  fly-fishing  in  the 
Cheakamus  River  when  she  lost  her  footing,  fell,  and  was  moved  down¬ 
stream,  her  hip  waders  filling  with  water.  Her  friend,  Chan,  34,  software 
engineer,  was  fishing  closer  to  the  bank.  Also  wearing  hip  waders,  he  imme¬ 
diately  jumped  into  the  deeper  pool  of  water  between  him  and  Wong,  swam 
across  it,  and  made  his  way  to  her.  Chan  cradled  Wong  but  did  not  regain  his 
footing  as  both  were  carried  downstream.  Chan  was  found  an  hour  later  at  a 
point  about  2,000  feet  downstream.  He  had  drowned.  Wong  was  not  found. 

84279-9663 
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JASON  AUSTIN  COLE 
Lonoke,  Arkansas 


Jason  Austin  Cole  saved  a  boy  from  drowning,  Spirit  Lake,  Idaho,  January 
27,  2013.  While  playing  on  ice  covering  Spirit  Lake,  a  boy  about  8  broke 
through  thin  ice  in  the  vicinity  of  a  highway  culvert.  Jason,  16,  high  school 
student,  was  watching  the  boy  from  a  dock  about  200  feet  away.  He  ran 
across  the  ice  toward  the  boy  but  also  broke  through  into  the  frigid  water  at 
a  point  within  a  few  feet  of  the  boy.  Jason  swam  to  the  boy,  submerged,  and, 
pushing  off  a  rock,  lifted  him  onto  solid  ice.  Requiring  repeated  attempts 
against  ice  that  broke  under  his  weight,  Jason  then  hoisted  himself  atop  solid 
ice  and  with  the  boy  went  across  the  ice  to  safety.  Jason  was  cold  but  recov¬ 
ered  that  evening.  85587-9662 
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ROGER  COSTA 
Tustin,  California 


Roger  Costa  attempted  to  rescue  Maria  C.T.  Frivaldo  from  burning,  Tustin, 
California,  November  20,  2012.  Frivaldo,  56,  was  trapped  on  the  balcony  of 
her  second-floor  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  unit’s  kitchen  and 
spread,  blocking  access  to  its  door.  She  screamed  for  help  as  flames  issued 
into  the  balcony.  A  resident  of  the  same  complex,  Costa,  39,  warehouse 
employee,  responded  to  the  scene  after  seeing  the  fire  from  his  apartment. 
He  climbed  to  the  level  of  the  balcony  and,  holding  to  its  wooden  railing  with 
one  hand,  reached  out  for  Frivaldo,  but  she  slipped  from  his  grasp.  Costa  lost 
his  hold  of  the  railing  and  fell  backward  to  the  ground.  Frivaldo  died  in  the 
fire,  and  Costa  required  six  days’  hospitalization  for  treatment,  including  sur¬ 
gery,  of  burns  up  to  third-degree  to  a  hand  and  an  arm.  He  retained  scarring. 

85665-9671 


ALBERT  COSTANT1N  1 
Levittovm,  Pennsylvania 

Albert  Costantini  helped  to  save  Andrew  J.  Reilly  from  burning, 
Southampton,  Pennsylvania,  December  23,  2012.  Reilly,  71,  was  in  the  family 
room  of  his  split-level  house  after  a  fire  broke  out  in  that  room.  Neighbors 
discovered  and  reported  the  fire,  heard  Reilly  moan,  and  removed  a  window 
to  access  the  ground-level  room,  but  they  were  not  successful  in  finding  him. 
Alerted  to  the  fire,  Costantini,  59,  a  police  officer  on  duty  in  the  vicinity, 
responded  to  the  scene.  Learning  that  Reilly  was  still  inside  the  house,  he 
entered  the  family  room  through  the  window.  Despite  intense  heat,  dense 
smoke  that  severely  restricted  visibility  and  hampered  his  breathing,  and 
growing  flames  along  one  wall  of  the  room,  Costantini  crawled  forward  to 
search  for  Reilly,  not  knowing  his  location.  He  found  Reilly  on  the  floor  near 
the  far  wall.  Grasping  Reilly’s  waistband,  Costantini  began  to  drag  Reilly 
toward  the  window,  but  about  halfway  there  he  became  disoriented. 
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Another  officer  entered  the  house  through  the  window  about  then  and,  call¬ 
ing  out  to  Costantini,  located  him  in  the  dense  smoke.  Together  the  officers 
dragged  Reilly  to  the  window  and  lifted  him  through  it  to  others.  As 
Costantini  and  the  other  officer  were  exiting  the  house,  a  flashover  occurred 
in  the  room,  exacerbating  conditions  and  sending  flames  through  the  win¬ 
dow.  Costantini  and  the  other  officer  escaped  to  safety.  Reilly  required  hos¬ 
pitalization  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  fire,  and  Costantini  and  the  other 
officerwere  checked  atthe  scene  for  minor  burns.  They  recovered.  85747-9678 


& 
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KENNETH  BRANDON  COWART 
Denison,  Texas 


Kenneth  Brandon  Cowart  died  attempting  to  save  two  boys  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Cartwright,  Oklahoma,  June  30,  2012.  The  boys,  aged  13  and  11,  were 
wading  in  the  Red  River  below  a  hydroelectric  and  flood-control  dam  after  a 
warning  from  the  dam  that  water  was  to  be  released  from  Lake  Texoma  into 
the  river.  Upon  release,  the  water  rose  quickly  and  became  turbulent  and 
swift,  trapping  the  boys  at  a  point  about  100  feet  from  the  nearer  bank. 
Cowart,  38,  food  preparer,  who  was  not  in  the  boys’  party,  was  fishing  from 
that  bank.  He  entered  the  water  and  moved  toward  the  boys  but  also  became 
trapped  by  the  rough  water  conditions.  Firefighters  arrived.  One  of  them, 
tethered  by  line,  waded  into  the  river  and  rescued  the  younger  boy,  the  older 
boy  making  it  to  safety  on  his  own.  Cowart  submerged  about  then.  His  body 
was  recovered  from  the  river  about  two  hours  later.  He  had  drowned. 

85040-9683 
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Bellmore,  New  York 


John  M.  Curley,  Sr.,  rescued  Evelyn  Ross  from  burning,  Bellmore,  New 
York,  November  12,  2012.  Ross,  92,  was  in  her  bedroom,  which  was  on  the 
main  floor  of  her  raised-ranch  house,  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  quar¬ 
ters  and  spread.  Blocked  by  flames  from  reaching  her  inside  the  house,  her 
son  ran  to  a  point  outside  her  bedroom  window,  the  base  of  which  was  about 
12  feet  off  the  driveway.  To  reach  the  window,  he  placed  a  six-foot-high 
stepladder  atop  a  five-foot-high  metal  cabinet  that  he  moved  from  the 
garage,  but,  without  help,  he  was  unable  to  scale  the  cabinet  and  ladder.  Off 
duty,  Curley,  43,  a  professional  firefighter  for  another  municipality,  was 
alerted  to  the  fire  by  the  local  fire  department,  of  which  he  was  a  volunteer 
member.  Responding  directly  to  the  scene  without  protective  gear,  equip¬ 
ment,  or  backup,  he  climbed  atop  the  cabinet  and  ladder,  the  top  of  which  fell 
just  short  of  the  window.  He  broke  out  the  window  glass,  allowing  some  of 
the  smoke  to  clear,  and  saw  Ross  lying  unconscious  on  the  floor.  He  climbed 
through  the  window,  crawled  about  five  feet  to  her,  and  lifted  her  to  the  win¬ 
dow,  flames  by  then  breaching  the  room  through  its  doorway.  After  extend¬ 
ing  Ross  partially  through  the  window,  Curley  climbed  out,  positioned 
himself  on  the  ladder,  and  removed  Ross  the  rest  of  the  way.  He  descended 
the  ladder  with  her,  passing  her  down  to  other  responders  who  had  arrived 
by  then,  and  then  jumped  from  the  cabinet  to  safety.  Flames  shortly  filled  the 
bedroom  and  ultimately  destroyed  the  house.  Ross  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  her  injuries,  which  included  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns. 
Curley  also  received  hospital  treatment,  for  minor  burns  and  a  laceration.  He 
recovered.  86003-9695 
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MARCOS  DIAZ 
Homestead,  Florida 


Marcos  Diaz  helped  to  save  Rolando  Riveron  from  drowning,  Key  Largo, 
Florida,  July  r9,  2012.  While  fishing,  Riveron,  47,  and  two  other  men  were 
thrown  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  their  small  boat  capsized  late  in  the  day 
at  a  point  about  800  feet  from  shore.  Although  his  two  companions  were  able 
to  swim  to  shore,  where  they  alerted  help,  Riveron  was  tangled  in  fishing 
line,  preventing  him  from  swimming.  He  held  to  a  plastic  cooler  to  keep  him 
afloat.  Diaz,  29,  state  trooper,  responded  to  the  shore  at  the  scene.  He 
removed  items  of  attire  and  then  entered  the  water  and  began  to  swim 
toward  Riveron.  The  tide  was  rising,  and  choppy  water  and  a  northward  cur¬ 
rent  impeded  his  efforts.  Emergency  medical  personnel  arrived  on  shore, 
and  from  them  Diaz  obtained  a  body-immobilization  board.  Diaz  lay  atop  it 
and,  using  it  as  a  surfboard,  swam  to  Riveron.  He  extended  one  end  of  the 
board  to  Riveron  and  then  gave  him  a  knife,  which  Riveron  used  to  cut  him¬ 
self  free  of  the  fishing  line.  Both  men  held  to  the  board  and  attempted  to 
return  to  shore  in  waning  daylight,  but  they  tired  against  the  current.  The 
Coast  Guard  had  been  alerted,  and  Diaz  used  a  light  that  Riveron  was  wear¬ 
ing  to  signal  its  approaching  craft.  The  men  were  taken  aboard  the  boat  and 
returned  to  shore,  tired  but  uninjured.  *5553-9680 


LYLE  EAGLE  TAIL 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 


Lyle  Eagle  Tail  died  attempting  to  save  Garrett  M.  and  Madison  L.  Wallace 
from  drowning,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  March  14,  2013.  While  at  a  muni¬ 
cipal  park  with  his  siblings,  Garrett,  6,  fell  into  the  Big  Sioux  River  from  its 
abrupt  rock  bank  and  disappeared  into  a  thick  layering  of  foam  created  by 
the  cascading  water.  His  sister,  Madison,  16,  who  was  nearby,  went  into  the 
river  feet  first  in  an  attempt  to  locate  him,  but  she  too  was  lost  from  sight  as 
she  entered  the  foam.  From  another  party  in  the  park,  Eagle  Tail,  28,  restau- 
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rant  employee,  responded  to  the  scene  and  let  others  hold  to  him  as  he  lay  on 
the  bank  and  attempted  to  reach  Garrett  and  Madison.  He  fell  from  their 
grasp  into  the  river.  Garrett  surfaced,  made  his  way  to  the  bank,  and  was 
pulled  to  safety,  but  Madison  and  Eagle  Tail  drowned.  85  603-9 704 


& 
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CLIFFORD  FARACI 
Desert  Hills,  Arizona 


Clifford  Faraci  attempted  to  save  Shelby  N.  Dwyer  from  burning,  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  March  14,  2013.  Dwyer,  19,  was  trapped  in  the  front  seats  of  the  car 
she  had  been  driving  after  a  multi-vehicle  highway  accident.  Faraci,  43, 
mechanical  contractor,  was  traveling  on  the  same  highway  at  the  time  and 
stopped  at  the  scene.  He  responded  to  the  driver’s  side  of  Dwyer’s  badly 
damaged  car,  saw  her  inside,  and  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s  door  but  was 
unsuccessful.  Speaking  to  Dwyer  to  reassure  her,  Faraci  saw  smoke  issuing 
from  under  the  car’s  hood.  He  extended  an  arm  into  the  vehicle  through  the 
window  opening  of  the  driver’s  door  to  turn  the  car’s  ignition  off  but  could 
not  reach  it.  As  Faraci  then  extended  his  upper  body  into  the  car  to  gain 
access  to  the  switch,  the  car  burst  into  flames,  which  enveloped  him. 
Withdrawing,  he  put  out  the  flames  that  were  on  his  pants  and  boots.  Faraci 
turned  to  go  back  to  the  car,  but  an  explosion  engulfed  it  with  flames.  Dwyer 
died  at  the  scene.  Faraci  was  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital,  where  he 
was  detained  a  week  for  treatment  of  second-degree  burns  to  his  hands  and 
arms.  86510-9734 


COLIN  D.  FATH 
Schaumburg,  Illinois 


Colin  D.  Fath  helped  to  save  James  P.  and  Ryan  J.  Elenz  from  drowning, 
Oglesby,  Illinois,  June  28,  2013.  Elenz,  45j  and  his  son  Ryan,  10,  were  rafting 
on  the  Vermilion  River  when  their  raft  became  caught  in  the  rolling  boil  of 
water  at  the  base  of  a  low-head  dam.  Kept  at  the  face  of  the  dam  by  the 
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strong  current,  they  could  not  free  themselves  as  water  flowing  over  the  dam 
entered  the  raft.  In  another  party,  Colin,  14,  student,  and  his  brother  and  two 
other  boys  were  approaching  the  scene  in  a  raft  and  saw  that  Elenz  and  his 
son  were  stranded.  From  a  point  below  the  dam,  the  four  boys  took  their  raft 
to  Elenz’s.  Elenz  handed  Ryan  over  to  the  boys,  but  then  the  boys’  raft 
became  caught  by  the  current  and  held  against  the  face  of  the  dam  and 
Elenz’s  raft  was  released.  Elenz  went  downstream  to  alert  help  as  Colin  and 
the  other  boys  used  their  paddles  and  hands  in  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  the 
boil.  Water  over  the  dam  entered  the  raft,  and  two  of  the  paddles  were  lost 
to  the  river.  Two  kayakers  came  upon  the  scene  several  minutes  later  and 
from  the  bank  threw  one  end  of  a  line  to  the  boys.  The  kayakers  then  pulled 
the  raft  from  the  boil  and  to  safety.  Ryan  was  treated  at  the  scene  for  mild 
hypothermia.  Colin  sustained  a  laceration  to  his  ear  but  with  the  other  boys 
resumed  rafting  down  the  river.  86031-971 3 


& 
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G  RAH  AM  W.  FATH 
Schaumburg ,  Illinois 


Graham  W.  Fath  helped  to  save  James  P.  and  Ryan  J.  Elenz  from  drowning, 
Oglesby,  Illinois,  June  28,  2013.  Elenz,  45,  and  his  son  Ryan,  10,  were  rafting 
on  the  Vermilion  River  when  their  raft  became  caught  in  the  rolling  boil  of 
water  at  the  base  of  a  low-head  dam.  Kept  at  the  face  of  the  dam  by  the 
strong  current,  they  could  not  free  themselves  as  water  flowing  over  the  dam 
entered  the  raft.  In  another  party,  Graham,  11,  student,  and  his  brother  and 
two  other  boys  were  approaching  the  scene  in  a  raft  and  saw  that  Elenz  and 
his  son  were  stranded.  From  a  point  below  the  dam,  the  four  boys  took  their 
raft  to  Elenz’s.  Elenz  handed  Ryan  over  to  the  boys,  but  then  the  boys’  raft 
became  caught  by  the  current  and  held  against  the  face  of  the  dam  and 
Elenz’s  raft  was  released.  Elenz  went  downstream  to  alert  help  as  Graham 
and  the  other  boys  used  their  paddles  and  hands  in  an  attempt  to  get  out  of 
the  boil.  Water  over  the  dam  entered  the  raft,  and  two  of  the  paddles  were 
lost  to  the  river.  Two  kayakers  came  upon  the  scene  several  minutes  later  and 
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from  the  bank  threw  one  end  of  a  line  to  the  boys.  The  kayakers  then  pulled 
the  raft  from  the  boil  and  to  safety.  Ryan  was  treated  at  the  scene  for  mild 
hypothermia.  Graham  was  cold  after  the  rescue  but  with  the  other  boys 
resumed  rafting  down  the  river.  8  60  3  2  -  9  7 1 4 


v 


TYLER  P.  FEAGAN 
Dallas,  Georgia 


Tyler  P.  Feagan  helped  to  save  Melvin  Todd  from  drowning,  Panama  City 
Beach,  Florida,  April  10,  2013.  Todd,  28,  and  a  friend  were  swimming  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  when  they  were  taken  into  deeper  water  farther  from  the 
beach  by  a  strong  current.  Their  efforts  to  swim  against  the  current  fruidess, 
they  called  for  help  at  a  point  about  200  feet  from  shore.  Feagan,  18,  high 
school  student,  and  a  male  friend  were  in  wadable  water  atop  a  sandbar 
about  halfway  between  the  victims  and  the  beach  in  that  vicinity.  They  swam 
to  Todd  and  his  friend.  Feagan  grasped  Todd,  who  had  submerged,  and 
pulled  him  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  then  he  held  to  Todd  as  he  swam, 
with  difficulty,  toward  shore.  Feagan  submerged  en  route  but  then  separated 
himself  from  Todd  and  calmed  him  before  proceeding.  Feagan’s  friend, 
meanwhile,  had  returned  Todd’s  friend  to  shore,  and  he  joined  Feagan  to 
help  with  Todd,  as  did  a  lifeguard  who  responded  with  a  rescue  device. 
Feagan  was  tired  after  the  rescue,  but  he  recovered.  85731-9692 


TYLER  T.  FREDRICKSON 
Schaumburg,  Illinois 

Tyler  T.  Fredrickson  helped  to  save  James  P.  and  Ryan  J.  Elenz  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Oglesby,  Illinois,  June  28, 2013.  Elenz,  45,  and  his  son  Ryan,  10,  were  raft¬ 
ing  on  the  Vermilion  River  when  their  raft  became  caught  in  the  rolling  boil 
of  water  at  the  base  of  a  low-head  dam.  Kept  at  the  face  of  the  dam  by  the 
strong  current,  they  could  not  free  themselves  as  water  flowing  over  the  dam 
entered  the  raft.  In  another  party,  Tyler,  14,  student,  and  three  other  boys 
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were  approaching  the  scene  in  a  raft  and  saw  that  Elenz  and  his  son  were 
stranded.  From  a  point  below  the  dam,  the  four  boys  took  their  raft  to 
Elenz  s.  Elenz  handed  Ryan  over  to  the  boys,  but  then  the  boys’  raft  became 
caught  by  the  current  and  held  against  the  face  of  the  dam  and  Elenz’s  raft 
was  released.  Elenz  went  downstream  to  alert  help  as  Tyler  and  the  other 
boys  used  their  paddles  and  hands  in  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  the  boil.  Water 
over  the  dam  entered  the  raft,  and  two  of  the  paddles  were  lost  to  the  river. 
Two  kayakers  came  upon  the  scene  several  minutes  later  and  from  the  bank 
threw  one  end  of  a  line  to  the  boys.  The  kayakers  then  pulled  the  raft  from 
the  boil  and  to  safety.  Ryan  was  treated  at  the  scene  for  mild  hypothermia. 
Tyler  was  tired  after  the  rescue  but  with  the  other  boys  resumed  rafting  down 
the  river.  86034-9716 


PAUL  F.  FRONTIERO  III 
Nashua,  Ness  Hampshire 

Paul  F.  Frontiero  III  died  rescuing  Kathryn  A.  Libby  from  assault,  Nashua, 
New  Hampshire,  October  9,  2011.  At  night,  a  man  armed  with  a  knife  exited 
an  automobile  that  stopped  in  front  of  the  house  where  Libby,  29,  and  others 
lived.  Libby  and  others  were  outside  the  house  when  the  man  confronted 
them  in  a  menacing  fashion,  and  he  stabbed  Libby  repeatedly  when  she  inter¬ 
vened  between  him  and  one  of  her  housemates.  Another  housemate, 
Frontiero,  27,  emergency  medical  technician,  immediately  responded  from 
the  house,  rushed  the  assailant,  and  fought  against  him,  freeing  Libby.  The 
assailant  stabbed  Frontiero  repeatedly  about  the  arms  and  torso  before  flee¬ 
ing  in  the  car.  Frontiero  collapsed  to  the  ground,  mortally  wounded.  Libby 
required  hospital  treatment  for  her  wounds,  from  which  she  recovered. 

84423-9676 
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)  I  M  O.  FULTZ 
Siletz,  Oregon 


Jim  O.  Fultz  helped  to  save  Steven  W.  Stark  and  four  others  from  drowning, 
Kodiak,  Alaska,  January  25,  2012.  Stark,  40,  was  the  captain  of  a  67-foot  fish¬ 
ing  boat,  the  Heritage,  which  became  disabled  while  crossing  Alitak  Bay  off 
the  Gulf  of  Alaska  at  Kodiak  Island  during  a  severe  storm  before  dawn.  The 
engine  compartment  flooded,  and  the  vessel  capsized  and  sank,  sending 
Stark  and  its  six  other  occupants  into  the  frigid  water  at  a  point  about  four 
miles  from  the  nearer  shore.  Stark  and  four  others  of  the  crew  were  able  to 
board  a  life  raft.  Fultz,  48,  fish  tenderman  for  another  commercial  fishing 
vessel,  the  ioi-foot  Tuxedni,  and  the  others  of  the  crew  learned  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  by  radio.  Despite  darkness,  sustained  winds  of  66  m.p.h.  gusting  to  75 
m.p.h.  that  engendered  25-foot  seas,  a  sub-zero  air  temperature,  and  blowing 
snow,  the  four  men  immediately  left  safe  mooring  in  a  bay  off  the  nearer 
shore.  They  took  the  Tuxedni  about  four  miles  over  the  course  of  an  hour  to 
the  last  known  location  of  the  Heritage.  Waves  broke  over  the  boat  en  route, 
and  freezing  spray  impeded  visibility  and  caused  the  boat  to  accumulate  ice. 
After  Fultz,  from  the  deck,  spotted  a  light  from  the  life  raft,  another  of  the 
crew  used  hand  signals  to  guide  the  boat’s  captain  into  positioning  the 
Tuxedni  close  to  and  upwind  of  the  raft.  The  crew  then  threw  a  line  to  the 
raft  and  drew  it  next  to  the  Tuxedni.  With  Fultz  holding  to  the  line,  the  five 
men  in  the  life  raft  jumped,  one  by  one,  onto  the  side  of  the  boat,  Stark  last, 
timing  their  jumps  to  the  swells,  and  then  were  hauled  aboard  the  Tuxedni  by 
its  crew.  Learning  by  radio  that  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  had  rescued  the  two 
others  from  the  Heritage,  the  crew  of  the  Tuxedni  returned  through  unabated 
conditions  to  safe  mooring  at  the  nearer  shore.  No  one  was  injured. 

85828-9726 
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EDWARD  J.  GARLINGHOUSE 

Bojnton  Beach,  Florida 


Edward  J.  Garlinghouse  died  after  helping  to  save  Kimberly  Waldridge  and 
Jasmine  Chapman  from  drowning,  Palm  Beach  Shores,  Florida,  February  9, 
2013.  Kimberly  and  Jasmine,  both  10,  were  playing  near  the  waterline  at  an 
Atlantic  Ocean  beach  when  a  breaker  took  them  into  the  surf,  and  a  strong 
current  carried  them  farther  out.  From  nearby,  Jasmine’s  father  and  two 
other  men,  including  Garlinghouse,  44,  carpenter,  immediately  ran  into  the 
water  and  swam  out  to  the  girls,  reaching  them  at  a  point  about  150  feet  from 
shore.  Although  the  men  tried  to  swim  back  to  shore  with  the  girls,  the  cur¬ 
rent  took  them  to  a  point  about  300  feet  out,  where  water  was  about  30  feet 
deep.  As  they  trod  water,  the  men  rotated  the  girls  among  them,  giving  each 
man  a  chance  to  rest.  A  boater  who  had  been  alerted  from  nearby  responded 
after  several  minutes  and  took  Kimberly  and  the  other  man  aboard,  and  a 
police  boat  that  arrived  shortly  rescued  Jasmine  and  her  father. 
Garlinghouse  submerged  about  then  and  did  not  resurface.  The  boats  made 
several  passes  to  locate  him  but  were  unsuccessful,  and  the  search  was  con¬ 
tinued  by  other  responding  units.  Jasmine,  her  father,  Kimberly,  and  the 
other  man  were  returned  to  shore,  where  they  were  examined  by  para¬ 
medics.  Garlinghouse  was  not  found.  85508-9664 
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JOHN  SHANNON  GIBSON 
Woodbine,  Georgia 


John  Shannon  Gibson  helped  to  rescue  Deborah  A.  Johns  from  burning, 
Waverly,  Georgia,  October  10,  2013.  Johns,  47,  was  trapped  inside  her  car 
after  a  nighttime  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  tree 
head  on,  and  broke  into  flames  at  its  front  end.  Gibson,  45,  mechanic,  was 
driving  on  the  same  highway  and  came  upon  the  scene.  Flagged  down  by 
another  motorist,  he  responded  to  the  burning  car  and  attempted  to  open  its 
doors  but  was  not  successful.  Gibson  then  obtained  his  fire  extinguisher  and 
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used  it  against  the  flames.  With  flames  persisting,  and  growing,  Gibson  and 
the  other  motorist  worked  to  open  the  driver’s  door,  bending  down  its  win¬ 
dow  frame.  Although  flames  by  then  were  spreading  inside  the  car,  to  its 
dashboard  and  headliner,  Gibson  leaned  through  the  window  opening  to  his 
waist  and  freed  Johns,  whose  legs  were  trapped  in  the  wreckage.  Gibson 
held  to  her  legs  and  the  other  motorist  to  her  arms  as  the  men  pulled  her  from 
the  vehicle  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Flames  continued  to  grow,  soon  to 
engulf  the  vehicle.  Johns  required  hospital  treatment  for  extensive  injuries, 
including  minor  burns.  86i 27-9736 


KENO  GOODE,  SR. 

San  Carlos,  Arizona 

Keno  Goode,  Sr.,  helped  to  save  a  girl  from  drowning,  San  Carlos,  Arizona, 
September  4, 2012.  A  young  girl  stood  crying  in  Sevenmile  Wash,  stranded  by 
rising  water  after  heavy  rain.  At  the  scene  to  observe  water  conditions, 
Goode,  62,  a  retired  firefighter  whose  health  required  him  to  use  crutches, 
saw  her  and,  abandoning  his  crutches,  entered  the  wash  for  her.  He  lost  his 
footing  in  the  cold,  swift  water  but  managed  to  reach  the  girl  and  secure  her 
in  wadable  water  at  a  point  about  60  feet  from  the  closer  bank.  A  police  offi¬ 
cer  and  firefighters  responded.  Secured  by  a  line  tied  to  him,  the  officer 
entered  the  water  90  feet  upstream  of  Goode  and  made  his  way  to  a  tree  in 
the  wash.  He  tied  off  at  the  tree  and  then  proceeded  to  Goode  and  the  girl, 
as  did  other  men.  Using  the  secured  lines,  the  men  removed  the  girl  and  then 
Goode  from  the  wash  and  to  safety.  The  girl  and  Goode  were  examined  by 
emergency  medical  personnel  at  the  scene,  and  Goode  was  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  further  examination.  85250-9659 
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MATTHEW  I.  GRAMMAS 
Schaumburg,  Illinois 


Matthew  I.  Grammas  helped  to  save  James  P.  and  Ryan  J.  Elenz  from 
drowning,  Oglesby,  Illinois,  June  28,  2013.  Elenz,  45,  and  his  son  Ryan,  10, 
were  rafting  on  the  Vermilion  River  when  their  raft  became  caught  in  the 
rolling  boil  of  water  at  the  base  of  a  low-head  dam.  Kept  at  the  face  of  the 
dam  by  the  strong  current,  they  could  not  free  themselves  as  water  flowing 
over  the  dam  entered  the  raft.  In  another  party,  Matthew,  14,  student,  and 
three  other  boys  were  approaching  the  scene  in  a  raft  and  saw  that  Elenz  and 
his  son  were  stranded.  From  a  point  below  the  dam,  the  four  boys  took  their 
raft  to  Elenz’s.  Elenz  handed  Ryan  over  to  the  boys,  but  then  the  boys’  raft 
became  caught  by  the  current  and  held  against  the  face  of  the  dam  and 
Elenz’s  raft  was  released.  Elenz  went  downstream  to  alert  help  as  Matthew 
and  the  other  boys  used  their  paddles  and  hands  in  an  attempt  to  get  out  of 
the  boil.  Water  over  the  dam  entered  the  raft,  and  two  of  the  paddles  were 
lost  to  the  river.  Two  kayakers  came  upon  the  scene  several  minutes  later  and 
from  the  bank  threw  one  end  of  a  line  to  the  boys.  The  kayakers  then  pulled 
the  raft  from  the  boil  and  to  safety.  Ryan  was  treated  at  the  scene  for  mild 
hypothermia.  Matthew  was  cold  after  the  rescue  but  with  the  other  boys 
resumed  rafting  down  the  river.  86033-9715 


VIRGINIA  R.  GROGAN 
Gloucester,  Virginia 

Virginia  R.  Grogan  died  attempting  to  save  Gabriel  I.,  Michael  V.,  and 
Thomas  P.  Grogan  from  burning,  Gloucester,  Virginia,  January  16,  2013. 
Brothers  Gabriel,  6  months;  Michael,  2;  and  Thomas,  7,  and  their  mother 
were  asleep  in  a  second-floor  bedroom  of  their  family’s  home  after  fire 
erupted  at  night  in  the  living  room,  which  was  below  the  bedroom,  on  the 
first  floor.  The  boys’  grandmother,  Grogan,  54,  college  student  and  retired 
military  officer,  alerted  the  mother  to  the  fire  and  then  with  her  husband 
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climbed  through  a  window  in  their  bedroom  to  the  roof  of  the  front  porch. 
They  went  along  the  roof  to  a  window  in  the  boys’  bedroom,  gained  access  to 
the  room,  and  pulled  the  boys’  mother  from  the  house.  As  Grogan’s  husband 
aided  the  mother  to  ground  level,  Grogan  entered  the  bedroom  for  the  boys. 
Realizing  that  she  had  re-entered  the  house,  her  husband  called  to  her  and 
the  boys  but  received  no  response.  Flames  grew  to  engulf  and  destroy  the 
structure.  Firefighters  later  located  the  boys  in  the  bedroom  and  Grogan  in 
the  living  room,  all  having  succumbed  to  smoke  inhalation.  85459  9668 


& 
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JUSTIN  LOWELL  HANLEY. 
Miles  City,  Montana 


Justin  Lowell  Hanley  saved  Chava  L.  and  Shoshana  L.  Berry  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Miles  City,  Montana,  August  4, 2013.  Sisters  Chava,  14,  and  Shoshana,  10, 
were  wading  in  the  Yellowstone  River  along  the  bank  when  the  current 
pulled  them  into  the  deeper  water  of  the  river’s  channel  and  carried  them 
downstream.  Hanley,  43,  wild  land  firefighter,  who  lived  nearby,  was  alerted. 
He  responded  to  the  scene  and  saw  the  girls  in  the  water  several  hundred  feet 
away.  He  ran  along  the  bank  to  a  point  just  beyond  them  and  then  partially 
disrobed  and  entered  the  water,  despite  knowing  little  about  river  conditions. 
As  Hanley  swam  out,  the  strong  channel  current  pulled  on  him,  but  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  reaching  the  girls  at  a  point  about  250  feet  from  the  bank.  As  Chava 
was  inert,  he  held  her  against  his  side  with  one  arm  and  then  grasped 
Shoshana  with  that  hand.  Using  his  free  arm,  he  stroked  back  toward  the 
bank,  the  current  continuing  to  take  them  downstream.  En  route,  Hanley 
submerged  repeatedly  to  touch  the  river’s  bottom  but  found  that  he  remained 
beyond  his  depth  until  almost  at  the  bank.  Hanley  reached  the  bank  with  the 
girls  at  a  point  about  700  feet  downstream  from  where  he  entered  the  river. 
Firefighters  had  responded  by  then  and  tended  to  Chava,  who  had  lost  con¬ 
sciousness.  Both  girls  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Chava  was  detained 
for  having  aspirated  water.  They  recovered.  Hanley  recovered  from  fatigue 
and  abrasions.  85958-9699 
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KYLE  ROBERT  HARDMAN 
Barbourville,  Kentucky 


Kyle  Robert  Hardman  died  attempting  to  help  save  Hanh  Nguyen  and  oth¬ 
ers  from  drowning,  Sauget,  Illinois,  June  12,  2012.  Nguyen,  33;  two  other 
men;  and  two  young  children  were  occupants  of  a  16-foot  motorboat  that 
became  disabled  on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  boat  was  pulled  by  a  swift  cur¬ 
rent  to  a  stationary  fleet  of  barges,  where  it  struck  one  of  the  barges  and 
became  lodged  against  it.  A  towboat  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  its  crew,  includ¬ 
ing  Hardman,  55,  deckhand,  became  aware  of  the  situation.  Hardman  and 
another  of  the  crew  launched  their  boat’s  rigid-inflatable  emergency  vessel 
and  took  it  to  a  point  near  the  stranded  motorboat.  As  the  other  crewman 
maneuvered  the  rescue  boat,  Hardman  threw  the  free  end  of  a  line  toward 
the  stranded  victims,  but  to  no  effect.  Although  the  other  crewman  worked 
to  control  the  rescue  boat,  the  current  pushed  it  against  the  barges,  and  it 
capsized,  throwing  him  and  Hardman  into  the  river.  Hardman  was  pulled 
beneath  the  barges  and  swept  downstream,  where  he  surfaced,  inert,  and  the 
other  crewman  was  able  to  climb  atop  the  capsized  rescue  boat. 
Crewmembers  of  an  arriving  tugboat  took  both  men  aboard  before  going 
onto  the  barges  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of  Nguyen  and  the  others.  Neither 
Hardman’s  crewman  nor  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  disabled  boat  was 
injured,  but  Hardman  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  84999-9656 
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DANIEL  C.  HARDWICK 
Vashon,  Washington 


Daniel  C.  Hardwick  helped  to  save  Steven  W.  Stark  and  four  others  from 
drowning,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  January  25,  2012.  Stark,  40,  was  the  captain  of  a 
67-foot  fishing  boat,  the  Heritage,  which  became  disabled  while  crossing 
Alitak  Bay  off  the  Gulf  of  Alaska  at  Kodiak  Island  d  uring  a  severe  storm  before 
dawn.  The  engine  compartment  flooded,  and  the  vessel  capsized  and  sank, 
sending  Stark  and  its  six  other  occupants  into  the  frigid  water  at  a  point  about 
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four  miles  from  the  nearer  shore.  Stark  and  four  others  of  the  crew  were  able 
to  board  a  life  raft.  Hardwick,  53,  the  engineer  of  another  commercial  fish¬ 
ing  vessel,  the  ioi-foot  Tuxedni,  and  the  others  of  the  crew  learned  of  the  sit¬ 
uation  by  radio.  Despite  darkness,  sustained  winds  of  66  m.p.h.  gusting  to  75 
m.p.h.  that  engendered  25-foot  seas,  a  sub-zero  air  temperature,  and  blowing 
snow,  the  four  men  immediately  left  safe  mooring  in  a  bay  off  the  nearer 
shore.  They  took  the  Tuxedni  about  four  miles  over  the  course  of  an  hour  to 
the  last  known  location  of  the  Heritage.  Waves  broke  over  the  boat  en  route, 
and  freezing  spray  impeded  visibility  and  caused  the  boat  to  accumulate  ice. 
After  the  crew  spotted  a  light  from  the  life  raft,  Hardwick,  from  the  deck, 
used  hand  signals  to  guide  the  boat’s  captain  into  positioning  the  Tuxedni 
close  to  and  upwind  of  the  raft.  The  crew  then  threw  a  line  to  the  raft  and 
drew  it  next  to  the  Tuxedni.  One  by  one,  the  five  men  in  the  life  raft  jumped 
onto  the  side  of  the  boat,  Stark  last,  timing  their  jumps  to  the  swells,  and  then 
were  hauled  aboard  the  Tuxedni  by  Hardwick  and  the  others  of  the  crew. 
Learning  by  radio  that  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  had  rescued  the  two  others 
from  the  Heritage,  the  crew  of  the  Tuxedni  returned  through  unabated  con¬ 
ditions  to  safe  mooring  at  the  nearer  shore.  No  one  was  injured.  85327.9725 


MATTHEW  HARE 
Kelowna,  British  Columbia 


Matthew  Hare  saved  a  woman  from  drowning,  Kelowna,  British  Columbia, 
November  27,  2013.  At  night,  a  21-year-old  woman  struggled  to  stay  afloat  in 
Okanagan  Lake,  in  water  about  115  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  275  feet  from 
the  closer  bank.  His  attention  having  been  attracted  to  the  woman  moments 
earlier,  Hare,  36,  a  police  officer,  drove  to  a  point  from  which  he  could  access 
the  bank  and  then  ran  about  600  feet  to  the  lake.  He  removed  his  outer 
attire,  entered  the  water,  the  temperature  of  which  was  48  degrees,  and 
swam  to  the  woman.  Other  officers  at  the  scene  had  thrown  seat  cushions 
into  the  lake,  and,  grasping  one  of  them  to  use  as  a  flotation  device,  Hare 
pulled  the  woman’s  shoulders  onto  the  cushion.  He  pushed  her  in  front  of 
him  with  both  hands  while  he  propelled  himself  with  his  legs  back  to  the 
bank,  the  woman  losing  consciousness  as  they  proceeded.  Not  able  to  exit 
the  lake  where  he  entered  because  of  the  bank’s  abrupt  slope,  Hare,  still 
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pushing  the  woman,  swam  along  the  bank  until  he  reached  an  accessible 
point.  Others  helped  him  and  the  woman  from  the  water.  Both  Hare  and  the 
woman  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Hare  was  treated  for  mild 
hypothermia.  He  recovered.  86230-9712 


& 


CHRISTOPHER  HELEINE 
Brazil,  Indiana 


Christopher  Heleine  saved  Mark  D.  McKinley  from  burning,  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  November  14,  2012.  McKinley,  30,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that  struck 
other  vehicles  in  a  parking  lot  of  a  university.  The  car  caught  fire  at  its  front 
end  as  its  engine  continued  to  run,  and  McKinley  lay  unconscious  in  the 
smoke-filled  vehicle,  slumped  over  the  console.  Heleine,  28,  university  police 
officer,  responded  to  the  scene.  When  he  opened  the  rear  door  on  the  pas¬ 
senger  side  of  the  car,  its  driver’s  side  blocked  by  another  vehicle,  smoke 
poured  out,  and  he  saw  McKinley  inside,  unresponsive.  Heleine  used  a  fire 
extinguisher  against  flames  that  had  advanced  to  the  front  passenger  door 
and  then  opened  it,  releasing  more  smoke.  He  then  entered  the  car  through 
the  front  door,  released  McKinley’s  safety  belt,  and,  backing,  exited  the  car  as 
he  started  to  pull  McKinley  out.  Another  officer  who  had  arrived  assisted  in 
fully  removing  McKinley.  They  dragged  him  to  safety,  flames  quickly  spread¬ 
ing  to  the  interior  of  the  car  and  to  the  other  vehicles  nearby.  McKinley  was 
hospitalized  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  Heleine  inhaled  smoke  but  fully 
recovered  the  next  day.  85792-9711 
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MICHAEL  HOMEIER 
Ellsworth,  Kansas 


Michael  Homeier  helped  to  rescue  Jonah  C.  Turner  from  burning, 
Ellsworth,  Kansas,  May  28,  2013.  Badly  injured,  Jonah,  9,  lay  in  the  back  of  a 
sport  utility  vehicle  after  an  interstate  highway  accident  in  which  the  vehicle 
struck  the  rear  of  a  tractor-trailer  parked  on  the  shoulder.  Working  on  his 
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farm  nearby,  Homeier,  37,  farmer,  heard  the  accident  and  went  to  the  scene. 
By  then  the  vehicle  had  caught  fire  at  its  front  end,  which  was  under  the  rear 
of  the  trailer,  and  flames  were  entering  the  passenger  compartment  and  rap¬ 
idly  progressing.  Homeier  fought  the  flames  with  a  fire  extinguisher,  and, 
after  another  man  who  responded  found  Jonah  in  the  back  of  the  vehicle,  he 
broke  out  its  rear  and  rear  passenger-side  windows  with  the  extinguisher. 
Homeier  entered  the  vehicle  through  the  rear  window  as  the  other  man 
entered  partially  through  the  side  windows.  Together  they  lifted  Jonah  to 
the  level  of  the  windows  for  removal  by  the  other  man.  Homeier  then  with¬ 
drew  from  the  vehicle,  flames  growing  quickly  to  engulf  it.  Jonah  required 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his  injuries.  Four  members  of  his  family  died 
in  the  accident.  85764-9709 


PERRY  HOOKEY 
Vacaville,  California 


Perry  Hookey  helped  to  save  William  D.  Ballard  from  burning,  Vallejo, 
California,  January  10,  2013.  After  a  highway  accident,  Ballard,  43,  was 
trapped  in  the  burning  wreckage  of  the  cab  of  the  tractor-trailer  he  had  been 
driving.  Off  duty  nearby,  Hookey,  47,  paramedic,  heard  the  accident  and 
immediately  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he  saw  Ballard  suspended  by  his 
safety  belt  in  the  wreckage,  flames  overhead.  He  and  another  man  who  had 
responded  removed  pieces  of  the  wreckage  to  provide  access  to  Ballard  and, 
despite  intense  heat  in  the  cab,  worked  to  free  and  remove  him.  The  tractor 
was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames.  Ballard  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he 
died  of  his  injuries.  Hookey  sustained  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  an 
arm,  for  which  he  received  hospital  treatment.  86083-9706 
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DILLON  HUMPHRIES 
Hiram ,  Georgia 


Dillon  Humphries  saved  Tatiana  Nelthrope  and  helped  to  save  Melvin  Todd 
from  drowning,  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida,  April  io,  2013.  Friends 
Nelthrope  and  Todd,  28,  were  swimming  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  when  they 
were  taken  into  deeper  water  farther  from  the  beach  by  a  strong  current. 
Their  efforts  to  swim  against  the  current  fruitless,  they  called  for  help  at  a 
point  about  200  feet  from  shore.  Humphries,  17,  high  school  student,  and  a 
male  friend  were  in  wadable  water  atop  a  sandbar  about  halfway  between 
the  victims  and  the  beach  in  that  vicinity.  They  swam  to  Nelthrope  and  Todd. 
Humphries  had  Nelthrope  hold  to  his  shoulders,  and,  with  her  on  his  back, 
he  swam  out  of  the  current  and  slowly  made  his  way  to  wadable  water  at 
shore.  His  friend,  meanwhile,  grasped  Todd  and  held  to  him  as  he  swam, 
with  difficulty,  toward  shore.  Humphries  then  joined  his  friend  to  help  with 
Todd,  as  did  a  lifeguard  who  responded  with  a  rescue  device.  Neither  Todd 
nor  Nelthrope  was  injured.  Humphries  was  tired  after  the  rescue,  but  he 
recovered.  85732-9693 
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CHRISTOPHER  JON  1HLE 
Ames,  Iowa 


Christopher  Jon  Ihle  saved  Marion  A.  and  Jean  M.  Papich  from  being 
struck  by  a  train,  Ames,  Iowa,  July  31,  2013.  Marion,  84,  and  his  wife,  78, 
remained  in  a  car  that  stalled  on  a  railroad  track  at  a  crossing.  The  crossing’s 
gates,  lights,  and  bells  were  activated,  indicating  the  approach  of  a  train. 
Ihle,  38,  banker,  was  in  a  parking  lot  near  the  scene.  Having  seen  the  car  on 
the  track,  he  immediately  ran  to  it  when  he  realized  that  the  train  was 
approaching.  With  the  train  then  about  450  feet  away,  Ihle  pushed  on  the 
rear  of  the  car  but,  having  insufficient  traction  on  the  paved  crossing,  could 
not  move  it.  He  then  ran  around  to  the  front  of  the  vehicle,  which  was 
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directly  atop  the  track,  and,  with  the  train  about  300  feet  away,  pushed  it 
backward,  off  the  track.  Ihle  moved  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car  just  seconds 
before  the  front  of  the  train  passed,  within  a  few  feet.  The  front  of  the  train 
reached  a  point  well  beyond  the  crossing  before  the  train  stopped.  85956-9670 
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JOSEPH  C.  INMAN 
Vancouver,  Washington 


Joseph  C.  Inman  saved  a  boy  from  burning,  Battle  Ground,  Washington, 
July  21,  2013.  After  a  highway  accident  at  night,  a  16-year-old  boy  remained 
in  the  driver’s  seat  of  the  two-door  car  he  had  been  driving,  unconscious,  as 
flames  issued  along  the  exterior  of  the  vehicle’s  driver’s  side.  Traveling  on 
the  same  road,  Inman,  24,  college  student,  came  upon  the  scene  just  after  the 
accident.  Believing  the  burning  car  to  be  occupied,  he  immediately  ran  to  its 
passenger  side  and  attempted  to  open  the  door  but  was  unsuccessful.  With 
seven-foot-high  flames  spreading  along  the  driver’s  side,  Inman  kicked  the 
window  of  the  passenger  door  twice,  displacing  it.  He  then  reached  into  the 
car  and  unlocked  and  opened  the  door.  Entering  to  kneel  on  the  passenger 
seat,  Inman  grasped  the  boy’s  right  upper  arm.  Backing,  he  pulled  the  boy 
from  the  car  and  onto  the  pavement,  where  a  woman  joined  him  in  carrying 
the  boy  to  safety.  Flames  grew  quickly  to  engulf  the  vehicle.  The  boy 
required  hospital  treatment  for  his  injuries,  but  he  was  not  burned.  86i 28-9708 
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SAMUEL  I  RICK 
Houston,  Texas 


Samuel  Irick  died  after  rescuing  Amberly  A.  Wait  from  assault,  Houston, 
Texas,  November  11,  2010.  At  night,  Wait,  44,  was  standing  outside  a  con¬ 
venience  store,  at  its  service  window,  when  a  man  approached,  laid  a  hand 
on  her,  and  asked  for  her  purse.  He  held  what  she  concluded  was  a  gun 
against  her.  Irick,  24,  machinist  and  college  student,  had  been  nearby,  pump¬ 
ing  gasoline.  Wait  broke  free  of  the  assailant  as  Irick  advanced.  As  she 
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entered  the  store  for  refuge,  she  heard  a  confrontation  between  Irick  and  the 
assailant,  and  then  gunfire.  The  assailant  fled,  and  Irick  was  next  seen  by 
Wait  in  the  store,  lying  mortally  wounded  on  the  floor,  where  he  was  being 
attended  by  another  woman.  Police  arrived  shortly.  Irick  was  taken  to  the 
hospital,  but  he  could  not  be  revived.  83641  -9728 


it 
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JEFFREY  A.  JOHNSON 
North  Freedom,  Wisconsin 


Jeffrey  A.  Johnson  helped  to  save  Robert  J.  Schuster  from  drowning, 
Briggsville,  Wisconsin,  April  5,  2014.  While  returning  to  the  bank  after  ice 
fishing  on  Lake  Mason,  Schuster,  80,  broke  through  ice  at  a  point  about  300 
feet  from  the  closer  bank.  Failing  to  establish  a  hold  on  solid  ice,  he  trod 
water  and  shouted  for  help.  Johnson,  48,  heating  and  cooling  technician, 
was  on  the  bank  in  that  vicinity,  having  left  the  ice  after  fishing  when  he 
became  aware  of  deteriorating  ice  conditions.  He  saw  Schuster  break 
through  and  called  911.  After  searching  along  the  bank  for  a  rescue  tool, 
Johnson  pushed  a  t2-foot-long  branch  in  front  of  him  as  he  walked  to  a  point 
about  25  feet  from  Schuster.  He  slid  the  branch  toward  Schuster,  but  it  fell 
short.  Johnson  returned  to  the  bank,  where  he  found  a  wooden  frame  about 
nine  feet  long.  He  advanced  on  the  ice  toward  Schuster  a  second  time,  push¬ 
ing  on  the  frame  to  distribute  his  weight.  Getting  closer  to  Schuster  that  time, 
Johnson  extended  one  end  of  the  frame  to  him,  and  Schuster  grabbed  it.  As 
Johnson  then  attempted  to  pull  Schuster  from  the  water,  he  too  broke 
through.  Firefighters  arrived  shortly  and  pulled  Schuster,  and  then  Johnson, 
from  the  water  and  returned  them  to  the  bank.  The  men  required  emer¬ 
gency-room  treatment  for  hypothermia,  and  they  recovered.  86529-9737 
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ARCH  I E  JORDY 
Round  Rock,  Texas 


Archie  Jordy  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Jaime  Padron  from  assault,  Austin, 
Texas,  April  6,  2012.  Padron,  40,  a  police  officer,  tackled  a  suspected 
shoplifter  who  was  fleeing  from  a  store.  In  a  brief  struggle,  the  suspect  pro¬ 
duced  a  semiautomatic  handgun  and  shot  Padron  twice.  Jordy,  42,  assistant 
retail  manager,  and  another  employee  of  the  store  had  been  following  Padron 
in  his  pursuit  of  the  suspect,  and  they  continued  to  him  after  the  shots  were 
fired.  As  the  other  employee  placed  a  knee  into  the  assailant’s  side  and 
pushed  his  shoulders  and  chest  to  the  floor,  Jordy  grasped  the  assailant’s  gun 
hand  to  disarm  him.  The  gun  discharged  a  third  time,  the  bullet  striking  the 
store  ceiling.  Jordy  then  forced  the  assailant’s  gun  hand  to  the  floor  and, 
stepping  on  it,  removed  the  weapon  from  his  grasp  and  slid  it  away.  He  called 
for  assistance  over  Padron’s  radio  and  with  the  other  employee  continued  to 
restrain  the  assailant  until  police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Padron 
died  of  a  gunshot  wound  to  his  neck.  85552-9555 


& 
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BRIAN  PATRICK  JOYCE 
Littleton,  Massachusetts 


Brian  Patrick  Joyce  helped  to  save  Erin  E.  Brogan  and  David  T.  Yahoodik 
from  burning,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  July  28,  2012.  Brogan  and  Yahoodik, 
both  25,  were  occupants  of  a  sport  utility  vehicle  that,  in  an  interstate  high¬ 
way  accident  at  night,  struck  a  concrete  barrier  and,  overturning  onto  its  pas- 
sengei  side,  came  to  rest  on  the  highway.  Flames  broke  out  at  the  front  of  the 
vehicle.  Joyce,  21,  landscaper,  and  his  family,  approaching  in  another  vehi¬ 
cle,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Joined  by  his  brother,  Joyce  immediately  ran  to  the 
burning  vehicle  and  attempted  to  open  its  driver’s  door.  Unsuccessful,  he 
opened  the  rear  door  on  that  side  of  the  vehicle  and  then  extended  his  upper 
body  inside  through  it.  As  he  moved  the  headrest  from  the  driver’s  seat  to 
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give  the  victims  more  room  to  maneuver,  his  brother,  at  the  rear  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle,  opened  its  hatch  door  and  entered.  He  reclined  the  back  seat  and  then, 
taking  Brogan  by  the  arm  as  Joyce  guided  from  the  door  opening,  removed 
her  through  the  back  of  the  vehicle.  Yahoodik  followed  them.  Just  after  they 
retreated  to  safety,  a  passing  vehicle  struck  the  burning  one,  knocking  off  its 
hatch  door,  and  flames  soon  grew  to  engulf  the  vehicle.  Yahoodik  and 
Brogan  were  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  their  injuries. 

851  30-9665 
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STEVEN  EDWARD  |OYCE,  JR. 
Littleton,  Massachusetts 


Steven  Edward  Joyce,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  Erin  E.  Brogan  and  David  T. 
Yahoodik  from  burning,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  July  28,  2012.  Brogan  and 
Yahoodik,  both  25,  were  occupants  of  a  sport  utility  vehicle  that,  in  an  inter¬ 
state  highway  accident  at  night,  struck  a  concrete  barrier  and,  overturning 
onto  its  passenger  side,  came  to  rest  on  the  highway.  Flames  broke  out  at  the 
front  of  the  vehicle.  Joyce,  23,  landscaper,  and  his  family,  approaching  in 
another  vehicle,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Joined  by  his  brother,  Joyce  immedi¬ 
ately  ran  to  the  burning  vehicle,  where  at  its  rear  he  opened  the  hatch  door. 
Entering,  he  reclined  the  back  seat  as  his  brother,  who  had  opened  the  back 
door  on  the  driver’s  side,  was  moving  the  headrest  from  the  driver’s  seat  to 
give  the  victims  more  room  to  maneuver.  Joyce  then  took  Brogan  by  the  arm, 
his  brother  guiding  from  the  door  opening,  and  removed  her  through  the 
back  of  the  vehicle.  Yahoodik  followed  them.  Just  after  they  retreated  to 
safety,  a  passing  vehicle  struck  the  burning  one,  knocking  off  its  hatch  door, 
and  flames  soon  grew  to  engulf  the  vehicle.  Yahoodik  and  Brogan  were  taken 
to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  their  injuries.  85131-9666 
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WAYNE  KITT 
Loon  Lake,  Washington 


Wayne  Kitt  helped  to  save  Steven  W.  Stark  and  four  others  from  drowning, 
Kodiak,  Alaska,  January  25,  2012.  Stark,  40,  was  the  captain  of  a  67-foot  fish¬ 
ing  boat,  the  Heritage,  which  became  disabled  while  crossing  Alitak  Bay  off 
the  Gulf  of  Alaska  at  Kodiak  Island  during  a  severe  storm  before  dawn.  The 
engine  compartment  flooded,  and  the  vessel  capsized  and  sank,  sending 
Stark  and  its  six  other  occupants  into  the  frigid  water  at  a  point  about  four 
miles  from  the  nearer  shore.  Stark  and  four  others  of  the  crew  were  able  to 
board  a  life  raft.  Kitt,  35,  deckhand  for  another  commercial  fishing  vessel,  the 
ioi-foot  Tuxedni,  and  the  others  of  the  crew  learned  of  the  situation  by  radio. 
Despite  darkness,  sustained  winds  of  66  m.p.h.  gusting  to  75  m.p.h.  that 
engendered  25-foot  seas,  a  sub-zero  air  temperature,  and  blowing  snow,  the 
four  men  immediately  left  safe  mooring  in  a  bay  off  the  nearer  shore.  They 
took  the  Tuxedni  about  four  miles  over  the  course  of  an  hour  to  the  last  known 
location  of  the  Heritage.  Waves  broke  over  the  boat  en  route,  and  freezing 
spray  impeded  visibility  and  caused  the  boat  to  accumulate  ice.  After  the 
crew  spotted  a  light  from  the  life  raft,  one  of  them  used  hand  signals  to  guide 
the  boat  s  captain  into  positioning  the  Tuxedni  close  to  and  upwind  of  the 
raft.  Kitt  then  threw  a  line  to  the  raft  and  with  another  crew  member  drew  it 
next  to  the  Tuxedni.  The  five  men  in  the  life  raft  jumped,  one  by  one,  onto  the 
side  of  the  boat,  Stark  last,  timing  their  jumps  to  the  swells,  and  then  were 
hauled  aboard  the  Tuxedni  by  Kitt  and  the  other  crew  members.  Learning  by 
radio  that  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  had  rescued  the  two  others  from  the 
Heritage,  the  crew  of  the  Tuxedni  returned  through  unabated  conditions  to 
safe  mooring  at  the  nearer  shore.  No  one  was  injured.  85829  9727 
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ROBERT  WAYNE  KNOLL 
Ripon,  Wisconsin 


Robert  Wayne  Knoll  saved  Jeffrey  S.  Decker  from  being  struck  by  a  train, 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  July  20,  2013.  Decker,  34,  was  thrown  from  his  motor¬ 
cycle  and  landed  on  a  railroad  track  as  a  train  was  approaching  at  about  25 
m.p.h.  Unconscious,  he  lay  partially  between  the  rails  of  the  track.  Knoll,  24, 
cook,  was  in  his  car  stopped  nearby  and  witnessed  the  accident.  Seeing  the 
train  approaching,  he  immediately  left  his  vehicle  and  ran  about  70  feet  to 
Decker,  crossing  the  track  to  reach  him.  As  the  train  bore  down  on  them, 
although  in  emergency  braking,  Knoll  grasped  Decker  by  the  shoulder  and 
his  belt  and  pulled  him  from  the  track  when  the  front  of  the  train  was  about 
20  feet  away.  They  had  cleared  the  track  by  a  few  feet  as  the  front  of  the  train 
passed  and  then  stopped  about  300  feet  beyond  them.  Decker  was  hospital¬ 
ized  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  he  recovered.  86i  95-9698 


& 
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JAMES  M.  KOCKER 

Poulsbo,  Washington 


James  M.  Kocker  helped  to  save  Anthony  S.  Johnson  from  drowning, 
Ellensburg,  Washington,  October  12,  2013.  Johnson,  30,  was  the  driver  of  a 
four-door  sedan  that  in  an  accident  left  the  highway,  went  down  an  embank¬ 
ment,  and  entered  a  pond.  Unconscious,  he  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  as 
the  car  began  to  submerge  in  the  six-foot-deep  murky  and  cold  water  at  a 
point  about  50  feet  from  the  bank.  Motorists,  including  Kocker,  53,  mainte¬ 
nance  manager,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Kocker  waded  into  the  pond  and  swam 
to  the  car  but  was  unable  to  open  its  doors.  He  returned  to  the  bank  for  a  tool. 
A  state  trooper  who  had  responded  by  then  swam  to  the  car  with  Kocker  and 
broke  out  a  rear  window.  More  water  entered  the  car,  and  it  sank  to  its  roof, 
submerging  Johnson.  Kocker  went  to  the  driver’s  door,  opened  it,  and,  sub¬ 
merging,  entered  the  car  and  freed  Johnson  of  his  safety  belt.  He  then  pulled 
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Johnson  from  the  car  and  to  the  surface  and  with  the  trooper  swam  back  to 
the  bank  with  him.  All  three  men  were  treated  by  responding  emergency 
medical  personnel  for  exposure  to  cold  water,  and  Johnson  required  hospi¬ 
talization.  They  recovered.  86i  33-9730 


BERNARD  KOZEN 
Tobyhanna,  Pennsylvania 


Bernard  Kozen  helped  to  rescue  victims  from  an  armed  assault, 
Saylorsburg,  Pennsylvania,  August  5,  2013.  Kozen,  56,  park  director,  and  20 
others  were  at  a  meeting  in  a  municipal  building  when  a  man  fired  several 
rounds  from  a  semi-automatic  rifle  through  a  window  and  into  the  meeting 
room.  The  room’s  occupants  scattered,  with  some  attempting  to  flee  the 
building  and  others  taking  refuge  behind  an  overturned  table.  Kozen  stood 
out  of  sight  in  a  corner  as  the  assailant  continued  to  fire,  during  which  he 
struck  six  of  the  victims,  mortally  wounding  three.  The  assailant  then  went 
to  a  car  parked  near  the  building  and  obtained  a  revolver.  Seeing  him 
approach  the  building  again,  Kozen  shouted  a  warning  and  then  sought 
refuge  in  an  office  near  the  meeting  room.  The  assailant  entered  the  build¬ 
ing,  fired  a  shot  into  the  meeting  room,  and  then  entered  that  room.  Kozen 
stepped  from  the  office  and,  although  a  course  to  the  building’s  front  door 
was  open  to  him,  entered  the  meeting  room  and  charged  the  assailant  from 
behind.  He  struggled  against  the  assailant  for  control  of  the  gun,  which  fired 
again.  A  man  from  the  room  joined  in  the  struggle,  and  together  he  and 
Kozen  overpowered  the  assailant,  taking  him  to  the  floor.  They  disarmed  and 
held  him  until  police  arrived  and  arrested  him.  85951  9723 
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PAWEL  L.  KRUSZEWSKI 
Auburn,  Maine 


Pawel  L.  Kruszewski  saved  David  W.  and  Ronald  R.  Call  and  Robert  Hack 
from  burning,  Auburn,  Maine,  September  io,  2013.  David,  40,  and  Ronald, 
48,  were  passengers  in  a  sport  utility  vehicle  being  driven  by  Hack,  43.  In  an 
accident  on  a  rural  road,  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway  and,  overturning,  came 
to  rest  on  its  roof.  Kruszewski,  28,  production  supervisor,  drove  upon  the 
scene  and  stopped.  When  flames  then  broke  out  on  the  exposed  underside  of 
the  vehicle,  Kruszewski  opened  the  rear,  passenger-side  door  and  extended 
his  upper  body  inside.  He  grasped  David  and  pulled  him  from  the  vehicle. 
David  walked  to  safety.  Kruszewski  then  fully  entered  the  vehicle,  grasped 
Ronald  by  the  arm,  and,  helping  him  from  the  front  seat  into  the  back-seat 
area,  pulled  him  out  to  safety.  Despite  flames  spreading  on  the  vehicle’s 
underside,  Kruszewski  entered  a  third  time  to  find  Hack  inverted  in  the  dri¬ 
ver’s  seat,  secured  by  his  safety  belt  and  wreckage.  Kruszewski  released  the 
safety  belt  and  maneuvered  Hack  to  the  rear-seat  area.  With  help  from 
Ronald,  Kruszewski  pulled  Hack  from  the  vehicle  and  walked  him  away.  The 
vehicle  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames.  The  three  victims  suffered  minor 
injuries,  and  Kruszewski  sustained  lacerations  to  a  hand.  He  recovered. 

85929-9721 


& 

Y 


DION  C.  LEFEBVRE 
Westlock,  Alberta 


Dion  C.  Lefebvre  rescued  Faith  E.  M.  Kondusky-Sennett  from  burning, 
Wandering  River,  Alberta,  April  27,  2012.  Faith,  11,  was  trapped  in  the  back 
seat  of  a  pickup  truck  after  it  collided  head  on  with  another  vehicle.  A 
motorist,  Lefebvre,  36,  moving  company  operator,  witnessed  the  accident 
and  stopped  at  the  scene,  as  did  others.  After  tending  to  the  occupants  of  the 
other  vehicle,  Lefebvre  approached  the  pickup,  which  had  caught  fire  in  its 
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engine  area.  Despite  flames  that  had  entered  the  passenger  compartment 
and  were  rapidly  progressing,  Lefebvre  forced  open  the  back  door  on  the  pas¬ 
senger  side.  He  reached  over  Faith,  who  was  unconscious,  and  untangled  her 
from  her  safety  belt.  With  flames  beginning  to  issue  into  the  back-seat  area 
from  under  the  front  seats,  Lefebvre  freed  Faith’s  feet  and  then,  cradling  her, 
removed  her  from  the  vehicle  and  carried  her  to  safety.  She  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  but  later  died  of  her  injuries.  Six  other  occupants  of  the  vehicles  also 
died  in  the  accident.  84  9  n  -  9  69  6 
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LINCOLN  LEMERE 
Pflugerville,  Texas 


Lincoln  LeMere  helped  attempt  to  rescue  Jaime  Padron  from  assault, 
Austin,  Texas,  April  6,  2012.  Padron,  40,  a  police  officer,  tackled  a  suspected 
shoplifter  who  was  fleeing  from  a  store.  In  a  brief  struggle,  the  suspect  pro¬ 
duced  a  semiautomatic  handgun  and  shot  Padron  twice.  LeMere,  35,  retail 
manager,  and  another  employee  of  the  store  had  been  following  Padron  in  his 
pursuit  of  the  suspect,  and  they  continued  toward  him  after  the  shots  were 
fired.  Reaching  Padron,  LeMere  placed  a  knee  into  the  assailant’s  side  and 
pushed  his  shoulders  and  chest  to  the  floor.  The  other  employee  then 
grasped  the  assailant  s  gun  hand  to  disarm  him.  The  gun  discharged  a  third 
time,  the  bullet  striking  the  store  ceiling.  As  LeMere  continued  to  hold  the 
assailant  down,  the  other  employee  forced  the  assailant’s  gun  hand  to  the 
floor  and,  stepping  on  it,  removed  the  weapon  from  his  grasp  and  slid  it  away. 
He  then  called  for  assistance  over  Padron  s  radio  and  with  LeMere  continued 
to  restrain  the  assailant  until  police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Padron 
died  of  a  gunshot  wound  to  his  neck.  85551.9554 
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FREDERICK  J.  LEVESQJJE,  JR. 

Stafford  Springs,  Connecticut 

Frederick  J.  Levesque,  Jr.,  rescued  Kerra  R.  Colgan  from  burning, 
Somers,  Connecticut,  December  4,  2013.  Kerra,  7,  was  in  her  family’s 
apartment,  which  was  on  the  second  floor  of  a  two-story  building,  after 
fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  unit’s  bedrooms.  Levesque,  52,  retired  correc¬ 
tions  administrator,  was  driving  by  and  saw  flames  and  smoke  issuing 
from  the  bedroom’s  window.  He  stopped  at  the  scene,  as  did  other 
motorists,  who  gained  entry  to  the  building  through  its  front  door. 
Levesque  responded  to  the  rear  of  the  building,  entered  it  through  the 
back  door,  and  climbed  an  interior  stairway  to  the  second  floor.  He  forced 
open  the  burning  apartment’s  back  door  and  entered  the  unit  but  was 
forced  out  because  of  dense  smoke.  Entering  a  second  time,  shouting,  he 
heard  Kerra’s  voice,  but  the  smoke  forced  him  out  again.  A  third  time 
Levesque  entered  the  apartment,  but  crawling.  Despite  limited  visibility, 
he  advanced  through  the  smoke  following  Kerra’s  voice  and  found  her  on 
the  floor.  Grasping  her,  he  backed  to  the  door,  pulling  her,  and  then  stood, 
picked  Kerra  up,  and  took  her  downstairs  and  outside  to  safety.  Kerra  was 
hospitalized  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns,  and  she 
recovered.  Levesque  inhaled  smoke  and  was  given  oxygen  at  the  scene, 
and  he  too  recovered.  86250-9719 
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DREW  JAMES  LOFTUS 
San  Diego,  California 


Drew  James  Loftus  helped  to  save  Lynn  E.  Sauer  from  being  struck  by  high¬ 
way  traffic,  Encinitas,  California,  March  3, 2013.  After  a  vehicular  accident  on 
an  interstate  highway  at  night,  Sauer,  63,  was  trapped  in  her  van,  which  had 
overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side  across  one  of  the  four  lanes  of  travel.  Loftus, 
22,  security  guard,  was  the  passenger  in  an  approaching  vehicle  that  swerved 
to  avoid  the  van.  Stopping  at  the  scene,  he  and  the  driver  of  the  car 
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responded  to  the  van.  Learning  that  it  was  occupied,  Loftus  mounted  the 
passenger  side  and  opened  its  front  door  as  the  other  man  went  to  the  side  of 
the  van  that  faced  oncoming  traffic  and  used  the  light  of  his  cellular  tele¬ 
phone  to  alert  approaching  motorists.  Loftus  reached  through  the  opened 
door,  grasped  Sauer,  and  pulled  her  from  the  vehicle.  He  then  lowered  her 
to  the  man  on  the  highway,  on  which  the  speed  limit  was  65  m.p.h.,  and  then 
ran  with  them  to  safety  on  the  nearer  shoulder.  Moments  later,  the  van  was 
struck  by  an  automobile,  and  both  vehicles  burst  into  flame,  the  van  coming 
to  rest  atop  the  hood  of  the  automobile.  Loftus  and  the  other  man  ran  to  the 
driver’s  side  of  the  automobile,  where  they  secured  the  safety  of  its  driver  and 
then  returned  to  the  shoulder  with  her  as  flames  on  both  vehicles  grew. 
Sauer  suffered  injury  to  her  neck,  and  she  recovered.  85663-9674 
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G  E  RALD  A.  MADRI  D 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 


Gerald  A.  Madrid  rescued  Adam  D.  Alvarez  from  assault,  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico,  April  28,  2013.  A  disturbed  man  armed  with  a  knife 
approached  Alvarez,  48,  as  he  was  directing  the  choir  during  a  worship 
service  in  a  large  church  sanctuary.  Shouting  that  he  wanted  to  kill 
Alvarez,  the  man  stabbed  him  repeatedly.  Madrid,  53,  bail  bond  agent,  was 
playing  flute  in  the  choir  and  witnessed  the  attack.  Although  he  was  closer 
to  a  door  leading  from  the  church  than  he  was  to  the  assailant,  Madrid  ran 
across  that  section  of  the  sanctuary  and  charged  the  man,  pinning  him 
against  a  wall.  Alvarez  fled  to  safety.  Madrid  attempted  to  take  the 
assailant  to  the  floor,  but  the  assailant  reached  over  him  and  stabbed  him 
repeatedly  in  the  back.  Madrid  collapsed.  Several  men  from  the  congre¬ 
gation  who  were  reacting  subdued  the  assailant  and  secured  him  until 
police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Alvarez  and  Madrid  were  hospi¬ 
talized  for  treatment  of  their  stab  wounds,  Madrid  being  detained  for  four 
days.  He  recovered.  85689-9717 
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AUSTIN  JEFFREY  MANN 
Carlsbad,  California 


Austin  Jeffrey  Mann  helped  to  save  Lynn  E.  Sauer  from  being  struck  by 
highway  traffic,  Encinitas,  California,  March  3,  2013.  After  a  vehicular  acci¬ 
dent  on  an  interstate  highway  at  night,  Sauer,  63,  was  trapped  in  her  van, 
which  had  overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side  across  one  of  the  four  lanes  of 
travel.  Mann,  23,  research  analyst,  was  the  driver  of  an  approaching  vehicle 
that  swerved  to  avoid  the  van.  Stopping  at  the  scene,  he  and  his  passenger 
responded  to  the  van.  Learning  that  it  was  occupied,  Mann  went  to  the  side 
of  the  van  that  faced  oncoming  traffic  and  used  the  light  of  his  cellular  tele¬ 
phone  to  alert  approaching  motorists.  His  passenger,  meanwhile,  opened  the 
van’s  front  passenger  door  and  pulled  Sauer  from  the  vehicle.  He  lowered 
her  to  Mann,  on  the  highway,  on  which  the  speed  limit  was  65  m.p.h.,  and 
then  ran  with  them  to  safety  on  the  nearer  shoulder.  Moments  later,  the  van 
was  struck  by  an  automobile,  and  both  vehicles  burst  into  flame,  the  van 
coming  to  rest  atop  the  hood  of  the  automobile.  Mann  and  his  passenger  ran 
to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  automobile,  where  Mann  pulled  the  driver  through 
the  opened  driver’s  door.  They  returned  to  the  shoulder  with  her  as  flames 
on  both  vehicles  grew.  Sauer  suffered  injury  to  her  neck,  and  she  recovered. 

85664-9675 
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HENRY  MCHENRY 
Houston,  Texas 


Henry  McHenry  rescued  Michael  J.  Cade  from  assault,  Houston,  Texas,  May 
17,  2013.  Cade,  45,  was  in  a  barbershop  when  he  witnessed  a  man  force  a 
woman  at  gunpoint  into  his  pickup  truck  parked  nearby.  Cade  left  the  shop, 
approached  the  assailant,  and  pushed  him  away  from  the  truck.  A  struggle 
for  control  of  the  gun  then  ensued,  the  assailant  firing  twice  at  Cade,  grazing 
his  scalp.  As  Cade  and  the  assailant  continued  to  fight  for  control  of  the  gun, 
going  to  the  pavement  at  the  rear  of  the  truck,  the  woman  fled  the  vehicle  to 
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safety.  McHenry,  39,  barber,  also  left  the  shop  and  approached  the  assailant. 
He  applied  a  chokehold  to  the  assailant,  allowing  Cade  to  remove  the  gun 
from  the  immediate  scene,  and  held  the  assailant  to  the  pavement  until 
police  arrived  and  arrested  him.  Cade  required  hospital  treatment  for  gun¬ 
shot  wounds,  fractures,  and  lacerations.  McHenry  sustained  minor  scrapes. 
Both  men  recovered.  85946-9673 


MITCHELL  L.  MCLEAN 
North  Wilkesboro,  North  Carolina 


Mitchell  L.  McLean  died  after  attempting  to  save  Maryanne  Galway  and 
others  from  drowning,  Sunset  Beach,  North  Carolina,  July  3,  20T3.  While 
swimming  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Galway,  55,  and  several  others  were 
caught  by  a  strong  rip  current  that  took  them  farther  from  shore.  Her  hus¬ 
band  supported  her  as  he  shouted  for  help.  In  another  party,  McLean,  54, 
chief  district  court  judge,  had  just  arrived  at  the  beach.  He  and  his  wife 
joined  others  in  entering  the  surf  in  rescue  attempts,  but  his  wife  returned 
to  shore  after  struggling  against  the  high  waves.  Galway  was  returned  to 
the  beach  by  one  of  the  rescuers  as  others  retrieved  her  husband  and 
McLean,  who  had  been  overcome  by  conditions.  Unconscious,  all  three 
were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Galway  and  McLean  were  pronounced 
dead.  Galway’s  husband  recovered.  85874-9686 


MICHAEL  D.  MCNALLY 
Marstons  Mills ,  Massachusetts 


Michael  D.  McNally  rescued  Kadi  A.  Wells  from  burning,  Marstons  Mills, 
Massachusetts,  June  5,  2013.  Wells,  25,  was  the  passenger  in  a  car  that,  in  an 
accident,  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  tree  head  on,  and  caught  fire  at  its  front 
end.  Her  seat  back  collapsed  into  the  rear  of  the  passenger  compartment, 
leaving  her  legs  in  the  front-seat  area.  McNally,  51,  disabled  electrician,  lived 
nearby  and  heard  the  crash.  He  ran  to  the  scene  and  pulled  on  the  front  pas- 
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senger  door  of  the  burning  car,  but  it  would  open  only  a  few  inches.  McNally 
then  extended  his  upper  body  through  the  window  opening  of  that  door  and 
pulled  on  Wells  but  lost  his  grip.  With  flames  entering  the  passenger  com¬ 
partment  from  the  front,  Wells  moved  her  legs  to  the  back-seat  area.  McNally 
withdrew  from  the  car  but  then  re-entered,  through  the  window  opening  of 
the  rear  passenger-side  door.  He  grasped  Wells  by  the  ankles,  pulled  her 
through  the  window,  and  then  set  her  on  the  ground  and  extinguished 
flames  on  her.  The  car,  which  was  demolished,  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flames.  Wells  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries, 
including  severe  burns.  McNally  recovered  from  minor  burns  to  his  wrists. 

85794-9684 
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PAUL  W.  MONGIELLO 
Overland  Park,  Kansas 


Paul  W.  Mongiello  rescued  Lindsay  Simmons  and  Patrick  H.  Woodward 
from  burning,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  February  19,  2013.  Simmons  and 
Woodward,  33,  were  inside  the  restaurant  where  they  were  employed  when 
natural  gas  that  had  leaked  into  the  one-story  building  exploded.  The  mas¬ 
sive  explosion  caused  the  building’s  roof  and  most  of  its  walls  to  collapse,  and 
the  resulting  debris  caught  fire.  Mongiello,  57,  insurance  executive,  was  in 
his  car  at  the  intersection  next  to  the  restaurant  at  the  time,  the  blast  rocking 
his  vehicle.  He  parked  nearby  and,  responding  to  the  scene  on  foot,  heard 
screams  coming  from  the  debris  field.  Seeing  Simmons  standing  just  inside 
the  building,  he  walked  through  debris  to  reach  her  and  then  placed  her  on 
his  back  and  carried  her  outside  to  safety.  Returning  to  the  site,  he  was  told 
by  another  employee,  who  had  just  made  it  to  safety  himself,  that  the  restau¬ 
rant  was  still  occupied.  The  two  men  entered  the  part  of  the  structure  that 
remained  essentially  intact  and,  despite  growing  flames  feeding  throughout 
the  remains  of  the  structure,  made  their  way  through  debris  to  find 
Woodward.  As  he  had  done  with  Simmons,  Mongiello  positioned  Woodward 
on  his  back  and  carried  him  outside  to  safety.  Within  moments,  flames 
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engulfed  the  wreckage  and  issued  high  over  it.  Another  employee  of  the 
restaurant  died  at  the  scene,  and  several  others  were  injured.  Woodward 
required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  burns,  and  Mongiello  recovered 
from  smoke  inhalation.  85729-9732 
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RICHARD  IRVIN  MOORE 
Laguna  Niguel,  California 


Richard  Irvin  Moore  rescued  Jana  Lutteropp  from  a  shark  attack,  Wailea, 
Hawaii,  August  14,  2013.  Lutteropp,  20,  was  snorkeling  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  at  a  point  about  150  feet  from  shore  when  a  shark,  thought  by 
authorities  to  be  a  tiger  shark  about  12  feet  long,  attacked  her,  severing  her 
right  arm  near  the  shoulder.  From  the  beach,  Moore,  57,  high  school 
teacher,  heard  Lutteropp  scream  and  saw  that  she  was  in  bloodied  water. 
He  ran  into  the  water  and  then  swam  out  to  her.  Securing  a  hold  of  her, 
Moore  backstroked  toward  shore  and  then  in  wadable  water  handed  her 
over  to  another  man,  who  returned  her  to  the  beach.  Moore  and  others 
then  carried  Lutteropp  to  an  access  road,  from  which  she  was  taken  to  the 
hospital.  She  died  there  a  week  later  of  effects  of  her  injury.  85991  -9687 


RONNIE  LEE  MOORE,  JR. 

Hortense,  Georgia 

Ronnie  Lee  Moore,  Jr.,  helped  to  rescue  Deborah  A.  Johns  from  burning, 
Waverly,  Georgia,  October  10,  2013.  Johns,  47,  was  trapped  inside  her  car 
after  a  nighttime  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  tree 
head  on,  and  broke  into  flames  at  its  front  end.  Moore,  42,  machinist,  was 
driving  on  the  same  highway  and  came  upon  the  scene.  Responding  to  the 
burning  car,  he  tried  to  open  its  doors  but  was  not  successful.  He  then 
flagged  down  another  motorist,  who  used  his  fire  extinguisher  against  the 
flames.  With  flames  persisting,  and  growing,  Moore  and  the  other  motorist 
worked  to  open  the  driver’s  door,  bending  down  its  window  frame. 
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Although  flames  by  then  were  spreading  inside  the  car,  to  its  dashboard  and 
headliner,  Moore  leaned  through  the  window  opening  to  his  waist  and 
grasped  Johns  under  her  arms.  He  began  to  pull  her  from  the  vehicle  but 
found  that  her  legs  were  trapped  in  the  wreckage.  The  other  motorist 
extended  his  upper  body  through  the  window  opening  into  the  car  and  freed 
her  legs.  The  men  then  removed  Johns  completely  from  the  car  and  carried 
her  to  safety  as  flames  continued  to  grow,  soon  to  engulf  the  vehicle.  Johns 
required  hospital  treatment  for  extensive  injuries,  including  minor  burns. 

861  26-9735 
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LEE  KENNETH  MURRAY 
Comox,  British  Columbia 


Lee  Kenneth  Murray  saved  Betty-Lou  H.  Nadelko  from  drowning, 
Courtenay,  British  Columbia,  July  23,  2013.  While  tubing,  Nadelko,  60,  was 
thrown  into  the  swift  water  of  the  Puntledge  River.  A  loose  tow  rope  from  the 
tube  became  wrapped  around  her  and  caught  in  rocks  on  the  bed  of  the  river, 
keeping  her  submerged.  In  another  party  at  the  scene,  Murray,  44,  commer¬ 
cial  fisherman,  saw  the  accident.  When  Nadelko  did  not  surface,  he  swam 
across  the  river  to  the  point  at  which  he  last  saw  her.  Diving,  he  located  her 
and  then  traced  her  body  and  the  extended  rope  to  where  it  was  snagged.  He 
dislodged  the  rope,  freeing  Nadelko,  and  took  her  to  the  surface.  Positioning 
Nadelko  atop  him,  Murray  floated  downstream  to  a  beach,  where  a  man 
helped  him  remove  her  from  the  water.  Nadelko  required  hospitalization  for 
treatment  of  ill  effects,  and  she  recovered.  85931-9590 
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DANNY  NASH 
Lafayette,  Tennessee 


Danny  Nash  died  attempting  to  save  Robert  E.  and  Barbara  A.  Solomon  and 
Willa  A.  Crockarell  from  burning,  Lafayette,  Tennessee,  March  3,  2013. 
Robert,  83,  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  72,  and  her  sister,  Crockarell,  66,  were 
inside  their  one-story  home  after  fire  erupted  in  a  room  at  the  back  of  the 
structure.  Their  neighbor,  Nash,  55,  assistant  supervisor,  was  returning  home 
and  saw  the  flames.  After  attempting  to  enter  the  house  through  its  front 
door,  which  was  locked,  Nash  tried  a  side  door,  but  it  too  was  locked.  He 
forced  it  open  and  entered.  From  outside  the  house,  he  was  seen  guiding 
Barbara  and  Robert  toward  the  front  door  and  then  proceeding  to  the  end  of 
the  house  that  contained  the  bedrooms.  Flames  grew  quickly.  Firefighters 
responded  shortly  and  found  Robert  and  Barbara  on  the  floor  of  the  living 
room  near  the  front  door.  They  removed  them  from  the  house,  but  attempts 
to  revive  them  were  unsuccessful.  Deteriorating  conditions  delayed  the 
search  for  Crockarell  and  Nash,  whose  bodies  were  found  in  the  basement  of 
the  structure,  after  it  had  collapsed.  Nash  had  died  of  smoke  inhalation. 

85563-9689 


DONNIE  NAVI  DAD 
Stockton,  California 

Donnie  Navidad  attempted  to  save  a  woman  from  effects  of  falling, 
Oakland,  California,  November  24, 2013.  A  20-year-old  woman  sat  on  an  out¬ 
side  ledge  atop  the  highest  deck  of  a  stadium,  drawing  attention  from  those 
on  the  concrete  concourse  67  feet  below.  One  of  them,  Navidad,  61,  govern¬ 
ment  employee,  moved  to  a  point  directly  beneath  the  woman  as  she  started 
to  fall.  He  bent  at  the  knees  and  stretched  out  his  arms  to  catch  her.  Navidad 
grasped  the  ioo-pound  woman  as  she  struck  him  and  was  knocked  to  the 
pavement,  the  woman  landing  nearby.  The  woman  required  hospitalization 
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for  treatment  of  severe  injuries,  and  Navidad  was  treated  at  the  emergency 
room  for  contusions  to  an  arm  and  shoulder.  He  fully  recovered.  86205-9705 


& 
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LANCE  O'  P  RY 
Napa,  California 


Lance  O’Pry  helped  to  save  William  D.  Ballard  from  burning,  Vallejo, 
California,  January  10,  2013.  After  a  highway  accident,  Ballard,  43,  was 
trapped  in  the  burning  wreckage  of  the  cab  of  the  tractor-trailer  he  had  been 
driving.  Driving  nearby,  O’Pry,  42,  field  mechanic,  witnessed  the  accident 
and  immediately  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he  saw  Ballard  suspended  by 
his  safety  belt  in  the  wreckage,  flames  overhead.  He  and  another  man  who 
responded  removed  pieces  of  the  wreckage  to  provide  access  to  Ballard  and, 
despite  intense  heat  in  the  cab,  worked  to  free  and  remove  him.  The  tractor 
was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames.  Ballard  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he 
died  of  his  injuries.  86249-9707 


BRANNON  PASSMORE 

Blairsville,  Georgia 

Brannon  Passmore  helped  to  save  Nicholas  A.  Yebba  from  drowning, 
Blairsville,  Georgia,  May  29,  2013.  Yebba,  29,  was  unconscious  in  the  front 
seat  of  his  automobile  after  it  left  the  highway,  entered  the  Nottely  River,  and 
submerged  in  water  about  12  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  35  feet  from  the  closer 
bank.  Driving  on  the  highway,  Passmore,  27,  construction  foreman,  wit¬ 
nessed  the  accident  and  responded  to  the  bank,  as  did  another  motorist.  Not 
seeing  anyone  emerge  from  the  car,  the  men  removed  items  of  attire  and  then 
entered  the  river  and  swam  to  it.  They  submerged  and  pried  open  the  vehi¬ 
cle’s  rear  hatch,  which  sent  personal  items  from  the  car,  startling  them.  They 
surfaced  for  air.  After  the  other  man  freed  Yebba  and  took  him  to  the  surface, 
Passmore  joined  him  in  returning  him  to  the  bank  as  first  responders  were 
arriving.  Yebba  required  hospital  treatment  for  his  injuries.  85859  9701 
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MALO  ENRIQJJE  PAUL 
Niceville,  Florida 

Malo  Enrique  Paul  died  after  attempting  to  save  J’melia  N.  Richardson  from 
drowning,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida,  June  8,  2013.  While  swimming  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  J’melia,  15,  was  caught  by  a  strong  rip  current  that  took  her 
farther  from  shore.  Struggling  in  the  water,  she  called  for  help.  A  member  of 
her  party,  Malo,  16,  high  school  student,  was  in  wadable  water  closer  to  shore 
in  that  vicinity.  He  waded  and  then  swam  toward  J’melia,  but  the  current 
continued  to  pull  her  farther  out,  and  she  submerged.  Falling  just  short  of 
reaching  her,  Malo  began  to  struggle  in  the  water.  A  man  from  their  party 
swam  to  J’melia  and  returned  her  toward  shore,  and  then  he  and  others 
retrieved  Malo,  who  had  been  overcome  by  conditions.  Unconscious,  Malo 
and  J’melia  required  hospitalization,  and  Malo  died  eight  days  later.  J’melia 
recovered.  85876-9718 
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SEAN  PETERSEN 
Topeka,  Kansas 


Sean  Petersen  helped  to  rescue  Jonah  C.  Turner  from  burning,  Ellsworth, 
Kansas,  May  28,  2013.  Badly  injured,  Jonah,  9,  lay  in  the  back  of  a  sport  util¬ 
ity  vehicle  after  an  interstate  highway  accident  in  which  the  vehicle  struck 
the  rear  of  a  tractor-trailer  parked  on  the  shoulder.  Driving  nearby  on  an 
access  road,  Petersen,  45,  retail  manager,  came  upon  the  scene  and 
responded  to  it,  as  did  another  man.  By  then  the  vehicle  had  caught  fire  at  its 
front  end,  which  was  under  the  rear  of  the  trailer,  and  flames  were  entering 
the  passenger  compartment  and  rapidly  progressing.  As  the  other  man 
fought  the  flames  with  a  fire  extinguisher,  Petersen  looked  for  survivors  and 
found  Jonah  in  the  back  of  the  vehicle.  When  other  man  broke  out  windows 
on  the  vehicle’s  rear  and  rear  passenger  side,  Petersen  partially  entered  it 
through  the  side  windows.  Working  with  the  other  man,  who  had  entered 
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through  the  rear  window,  he  lifted  Jonah  to  the  level  of  the  windows  and 
removed  him.  The  other  man  then  withdrew  from  the  vehicle,  flames  grow¬ 
ing  quickly  to  engulf  it.  Jonah  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his 
injuries.  Four  members  of  his  family  died  in  the  accident.  85795  971 0 
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STEVEN  DAVID  PIPPIN 
Royal  Palm  Beach,  Florida 


Steven  David  Pippin  rescued  Bruce  E.  Barkdoll  from  assault,  Royal  Palm 
Beach,  Florida,  May  27,  2013.  Responding  to  the  scene  of  an  automobile 
accident,  Barkdoll,  55,  a  police  officer,  learned  that  the  driver  had  fled  on 
foot.  Another  motorist,  Pippin,  20,  trade  school  student,  had  followed  the 
driver  several  hundred  feet  onto  the  grounds  of  a  nursery  and  directed 
Barkdoll  to  him.  The  driver,  a  large,  muscular  man,  had  by  then  removed 
his  outer  attire  and  was  thrashing  about  in  pooled  water  on  the  ground. 
Recognizing  that  the  driver  was  exhibiting  signs  of  excited  delirium, 
Barkdoll  approached  him  in  a  calm  manner,  but  the  man  rose,  lunged  at 
Barkdoll,  and  took  him  to  the  ground.  The  assailant  struck  Barkdoll  and 
removed  and  discarded  his  radio  and  telephone,  depriving  him  of  his 
means  of  communication,  and  he  pulled  and  tugged  at  Barkdoll’s  holster, 
which  held  a  fully  loaded  service  weapon.  Witnessing  the  attack,  Pippin 
approached  and  jumped  on  the  assailant.  He  held  down  one  of  the 
assailant’s  arms  as  Barkdoll  worked  to  secure  him,  and  he  retrieved 
Barkdoll’s  radio,  enabling  Barkdoll  to  call  for  back  up.  The  assailant  con¬ 
tinued  to  struggle  against  the  men  and  maintained  his  resistance  as  other 
responding  officers  secured  him  with  handcuffs  and  a  leg  restraint. 
Barkdoll  suffered  scrapes  and  bruises,  from  which  he  recovered,  sei  76  9685 
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GREGORY  D.  PLANCICH 
Vasbon,  Washington 


Gregory  D.  Plancich  helped  to  save  Steven  W.  Stark  and  four  others  from 
drowning,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  January  25,  2012.  Stark,  40,  was  the  captain  of  a 
67-foot  fishing  boat,  the  Heritage,  which  became  disabled  while  crossing 
Alitak  Bay  off  the  Gulf  of  Alaska  at  Kodiak  Island  during  a  severe  storm  before 
dawn.  The  engine  compartment  flooded,  and  the  vessel  capsized  and  sank, 
sending  Stark  and  its  six  other  occupants  into  the  frigid  water  at  a  point  about 
four  miles  from  the  nearer  shore.  Stark  and  four  others  of  the  crew  were  able 
to  board  a  life  raft.  After  becoming  aware  of  the  situation  by  radio,  Plancich, 
58,  the  captain  of  another  commercial  fishing  vessel,  the  ioi-foot  Tuxedni, 
alerted  his  crew,  and  the  four  men  immediately  left  safe  mooring  in  a  bay  off 
the  nearer  shore.  Despite  darkness,  sustained  winds  of  66  m.p.h.  gusting  to 
75  m.p.h.  that  engendered  25-foot  seas,  a  sub-zero  air  temperature,  and  blow¬ 
ing  snow,  the  Tuxedni  made  its  way  about  four  miles  over  the  course  of  an 
hour  to  the  last  known  location  of  the  Heritage.  Waves  broke  over  the  boat  en 
route,  and  freezing  spray  impeded  visibility  and  caused  the  boat  to  accumu¬ 
late  ice.  After  his  crew  spotted  a  light  from  the  life  raft,  Plancich,  in  two 
attempts,  positioned  the  Tuxedni  close  to  and  upwind  of  the  raft.  The  crew 
then  threw  a  line  to  the  raft  and  drew  it  next  to  the  Tuxedni.  One  by  one,  the 
five  men  in  the  life  raft  jumped  onto  the  side  of  the  boat,  Stark  last,  timing 
their  jumps  to  the  swells,  and  then  were  hauled  aboard  the  Tuxedni  by  its 
crew.  Learning  by  radio  that  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  had  rescued  the  two 
others  from  the  Heritage,  Plancich  and  his  crew  returned  the  Tuxedni  through 
unabated  conditions  to  safe  mooring  at  the  nearer  shore.  No  one  was 
injured.  85826-9724 
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SHANE  M.  ROBINSON 
Spencer,  Ohio 


Shane  M.  Robinson  saved  Alyssa  M.  Hovinetz  and  Jeffrey  W.  Burgos  II  from 
burning,  Huntington  Township,  Ohio,  September  2,  2013.  Hovinetz,  24,  and 
Burgos,  23,  were  occupants  of  a  sedan  that  left  the  road,  struck  a  concrete 
culvert,  and  broke  into  flames  at  its  front  end.  Incapacitated,  they  were 
trapped  in  the  vehicle,  in  the  front  passenger  seat.  Traveling  on  the  same 
road,  Robinson,  23,  trash  collector,  came  upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  He 
immediately  ran  to  the  burning  car  and  attempted  to  open  its  driver’s  door 
and  then  break  out  its  window  but  was  unsuccessful.  Robinson  went  to  the 
front  passenger  door,  removed  pieces  of  broken  glass  from  that  window,  and 
bent  the  top  of  the  door  frame  down  to  enlarge  the  opening.  Despite  flames 
entering  the  passenger  compartment  from  the  dashboard,  he  reached  into 
the  vehicle,  grasped  Hovinetz,  who  was  unconscious,  and,  cradling  her, 
pulled  her  out  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Robinson  ran  back  to  the  car, 
reached  inside  again  despite  growing  flames  there,  and  pulled  Burgos  out. 
As  Burgos  outweighed  him,  Robinson  lowered  Burgos  to  the  ground,  grasped 
him  about  the  arms,  and  dragged  him  to  safety,  flames  soon  growing  to 
engulf  the  vehicle.  Hovinetz  and  Burgos  were  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
extensive  injuries,  but  they  were  not  burned.  86i  12-9697 
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STEVEN  L.  ROGGE 
Farmington,  New  Mexico 


Steven  L.  Rogge  saved  a  boy  from  drowning,  Farmington,  New  Mexico, 
April  14,  2013.  A  12-year-old  boy  was  wading  along  the  bank  of  the  Animas 
River  when  he  slipped,  fell,  and  was  swept  over  a  two-foot  drop  into  a  12-foot- 
deep  pool  of  water  just  below  the  drop,  where  he  submerged.  In  another 
party  at  the  scene,  Rogge,  40,  technician,  ran  along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  a 
point  opposite  of  where  the  boy  was  last  seen.  He  dived  into  the  river,  swam 
about  30  feet,  and  submerged  twice  before  finding  the  boy.  Grasping  the  boy, 
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Rogge  pushed  off  the  bottom  of  the  river  and  surfaced  with  him.  Maintaining 
his  hold  of  him,  Rogge  let  the  river  carry  them  about  ioo  feet  downstream  to 
shallower  water.  He  stood  there  and  assisted  the  boy  from  the  river.  The  boy 
was  treated  at  the  scene  for  a  cut  on  his  foot,  and  Rogge  fractured  a  toe  and 
sustained  cuts  and  bruises  to  his  legs.  He  fully  recovered.  85733  9661 
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DONALD  SCHAUS,  SR. 
Katonah,  New  York 


Donald  Schaus,  Sr.,  rescued  Richard  J.  Fitzgerald  from  burning,  Bedford 
Hills,  New  York,  February  27,  2014.  Fitzgerald,  82,  was  in  his  ground-floor 
apartment  after  flames  erupted  in  the  unit  and  filled  it  with  dense  smoke. 
Schaus,  52,  the  apartment  facility’s  superintendent,  was  alerted  to  the  fire. 
Responding  to  the  scene,  he  attempted  to  unlock  the  apartment’s  door  but 
was  not  successful.  He  then  kicked  the  door  in  to  find  that  smoke  in  the 
apartment  severely  restricted  visibility.  After  entering  the  unit  but  being 
repulsed  by  smoke,  he  yelled  inside  and  heard  Fitzgerald  groan.  Schaus 
entered  the  apartment  a  second  time,  but  crawling,  and  found  Fitzgerald 
lying  on  a  bed  about  10  feet  from  the  door.  Schaus  pulled  Fitzgerald  from  the 
bed  and  started  to  drag  him  to  the  door,  but  an  ottoman  blocked  his  path. 
Releasing  Fitzgerald,  he  picked  up  the  ottoman  and  threw  it  from  the  apart¬ 
ment.  He  then  returned  to  Fitzgerald  and  dragged  him  outside,  where  he 
used  snow  from  the  ground  to  extinguish  flames  on  Fitzgerald’s  clothing  and 
body.  Fitzgerald  was  taken  to  the  hospital  but  died  there  the  next  day  of  his 
injuries.  Schaus  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for  smoke  inhalation,  and 
he  fully  recovered.  86404  9722 
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TONY  ).  SCHMIDT 
Hayesville,  North  Carolina 


Tony  J.  Schmidt  helped  to  save  Nicholas  A.  Yebba  from  drowning, 
Blairsville,  Georgia,  May  29,  2013.  Yebba,  29,  was  unconscious  in  the  front 
seat  of  his  automobile  after  it  left  the  highway,  entered  the  Nottely  River,  and 
submerged  in  water  about  12  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  35  feet  from  the  closer 
bank.  Driving  on  the  highway,  Schmidt,  52,  business  operator,  witnessed  the 
accident  and  responded  to  the  bank,  as  did  another  motorist.  Not  seeing  any¬ 
one  emerge  from  the  car,  Schmidt  and  the  other  man  removed  items  of  attire 
and  then  entered  the  river  and  swam  to  it.  They  submerged  and  pried  open 
the  vehicle’s  rear  hatch,  which  sent  personal  items  from  the  car,  startling 
them.  After  surfacing  for  air,  Schmidt  made  repeated  dives  into  the  car  to 
locate,  free,  and  remove  Yebba.  He  took  Yebba  to  the  surface  and  then  with 
the  other  man  returned  him  to  the  bank  as  first  responders  were  arriving. 
Yebba  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  Schmidt 
was  cold  but  quickly  recovered.  85858-97oo 


MATTHEW  P.  SCHONS 
Tracy,  Minnesota 

Matthew  P.  Schons  rescued  Jadyn  B.  Haugen  from  burning,  Tracy, 
Minnesota,  September  15,  2012.  Jadyn,  2  months,  was  in  a  crib  in  the  living 
room  of  her  family’s  one-story  house  after  a  large  explosion  in  the  house  set 
spot  fires  throughout  the  structure  and  rendered  it  unstable.  A  neighbor, 
Schons,  25,  cook,  heard  the  explosion  and  saw  flames  and  smoke  issuing 
from  the  scene.  He  ran  to  the  house  and,  learning  that  Jadyn  was  still  inside, 
entered  the  living  room  through  the  front  door.  Heat  was  intense  there  and 
smoke,  dense,  severely  restricting  visibility  and  hampering  breathing. 
Despite  flames  burning  throughout  the  room,  Schons  moved  along  its 
perimeter  to  search  for  Jadyn,  not  knowing  her  location.  Passing  within 
inches  of  the  flames  in  deteriorating  conditions,  he  found  the  crib  in  the  far 
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corner  of  the  room.  Schons  picked  Jadyn  up  and,  cradling  her  in  one  arm 
while  shielding  her  face  with  the  other,  fled  outside  to  safety.  Flames  grew 
quickly  to  engulf  the  house.  Jadyn  required  hospitalization  for  significant 
burns,  and  she  recovered.  85228- 9669 
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JARVI  S  E  SHE  LTON 
Villa  Ridge ,  Illinois 


Jarvise  Shelton  attempted  to  help  save  Hanh  Nguyen  and  others  from 
drowning,  Sauget,  Illinois,  June  12,  2012.  Nguyen,  33;  two  other  men;  and 
two  young  children  were  occupants  of  a  16-foot  motorboat  that  became  dis¬ 
abled  on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  boat  was  pulled  by  a  swift  current  to  a  sta¬ 
tionary  fleet  of  barges,  where  it  struck  one  of  the  barges  and  became  lodged 
against  it.  A  towboat  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  its  crew,  including  Shelton,  39, 
deckhand,  became  aware  of  the  situation.  Shelton  and  another  of  the  crew 
launched  their  boat’s  rigid-inflatable  emergency  vessel  and  took  it  to  a  point 
near  the  stranded  motorboat.  As  Shelton  maneuvered  the  rescue  boat,  the 
other  crewman  threw  the  free  end  of  a  line  toward  the  stranded  victims,  but 
to  no  effect.  Although  Shelton  worked  to  control  the  rescue  boat,  the  current 
pushed  it  against  the  barges,  and  it  capsized,  throwing  him  and  the  other 
crewman  into  the  river.  Shelton  was  able  to  climb  atop  the  capsized  rescue 
boat,  but  the  other  crewman  was  pulled  beneath  the  barges  and  swept  down¬ 
stream,  where  he  surfaced,  inert.  Crewmembers  of  an  arriving  tugboat  took 
both  men  aboard  before  going  onto  the  barges  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of 
Nguyen  and  the  others.  Neither  Shelton  nor  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  dis¬ 
abled  boat  was  injured,  but  Shelton’s  crewman  could  not  be  revived,  as  he 
had  drowned.  85000-9657 
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KEITH  G.  SMEDEMA 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Keith  G.  Smedema  saved  a  woman  from  drowning,  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
February  7,  2013.  Smedema,  53,  air  traffic  control  instructor,  was  bicycling 
along  the  bank  of  the  White  River  when  he  became  aware  of  a  woman  floun¬ 
dering  in  the  river  at  a  point  about  150  feet  from  that  bank.  He  went  onto  a 
bridge  at  the  scene  to  a  point  above  the  woman  and  ascertained  that  she 
needed  help.  Directing  others  to  call  911,  Smedema  climbed  over  the  bridge 
railing  and,  fully  clothed,  jumped  30  feet  into  the  river,  despite  not  knowing 
its  depth  there.  The  47-degree  water  momentarily  taking  his  breath  away, 
Smedema  swam  to  the  woman,  grasped  her,  and  then  found  that  they  were 
in  water  about  four  feet  deep.  As  the  nearer  bank  comprised  a  wall  that  was 
inaccessible,  Smedema  secured  his  footing  and  held  to  the  woman  until  fire¬ 
fighters  responded  in  a  rescue  boat  from  the  opposite  bank  several  minutes 
later.  Firefighters  took  Smedema  and  the  woman  to  the  bank,  and  each  was 
taken  by  ambulance  to  a  hospital.  Smedema  was  cold,  numbed,  and  bruised, 
but  he  fully  recovered.  8551  7-9658 


BRUCE  EDWARD  SMOOT 
Front  Royal,  Virginia 

Bruce  Edward  Smoot  saved  Jeffrey  L.  and  Catherine  B.  Laudermilk  from 
burning,  Front  Royal,  Virginia,  February  5,  2012.  Jeffrey,  58,  was  in  a  second- 
floor  bedroom  of  his  and  his  wife’s  two-story  duplex  after  flames  erupted  in 
that  room.  Disabled,  he  attempted  to  flee  the  room  but  collapsed  in  the  door¬ 
way.  His  wife,  Catherine,  59,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  by  a  smoke  detector  and 
tried  without  success  to  move  him.  A  neighbor,  Smoot,  43,  saw  flames  issu¬ 
ing  from  a  second-floor  window  of  the  house.  He  ran  to  the  front  door  and 
forced  his  way  into  the  living  room,  finding  that  smoke  there  severely 
restricted  visibility.  Hearing  Catherine  yelling  on  the  second  floor,  Smoot 
ascended  the  stairs  and  found  Jeffrey  in  the  bedroom  doorway.  He  picked 
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Jeffrey  up,  started  down  the  stairs  with  him,  and  then  handed  him  over  to  a 
police  officer  who  was  responding.  As  the  officer  took  Jeffrey  outside  to 
safety,  Smoot  returned  to  the  second  floor  and,  despite  having  no  visibility  in 
the  dense  smoke,  found  Catherine  in  a  room  opposite  the  burning  one.  He 
picked  her  up,  returned  to  the  stairway,  and  carried  her  down  to  the  first  floor 
and  outside  to  safety.  Jeffrey  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  smoke 
inhalation,  and  he  recovered.  Catherine  and  Smoot  were  treated  at  the  scene 
for  minor  ill  effect,  and  they  too  recovered.  84710-9694 
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CHRISTOPHER  ALLEN  STALEY 
Nesvburg,  Maryland 


Christopher  Allen  Staley  died  attempting  to  save  Christopher  J.  Kelly  from 
drowning,  Mechanicsville,  Maryland,  August  6,  2011.  Kelly,  24,  jumped  into 
the  Wicomico  River  from  a  pier  that  extended  600  feet  from  the  bank  and 
struggled  to  stay  afloat  in  the  choppy  water.  His  friend,  Staley,  22,  land¬ 
scaper,  and  others  were  on  the  pier.  Staley  jumped  into  the  water  for  Kelly, 
but  he  submerged,  as  did  Kelly,  and  did  not  surface.  Others  jumped  into  the 
water  for  the  men,  but  their  rescue  efforts  were  not  successful.  Divers  recov¬ 
ered  Kelly  and  Staley  from  the  river  several  hours  later.  Both  had  drowned. 
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DANIEL  R.  TH  I  B  EAU  LT 
Edwards,  Ontario 


Daniel  R.  Thibeault  rescued  Donald  O.  Bickerton  from  burning,  Edwards, 
Ontario,  November  8,  2012.  Bickerton,  65,  was  in  his  two-story  house  after 
fire  broke  out  there  at  night  and  spread.  At  his  home  next  door,  Thibeault, 
43,  supervisor,  was  alerted  to  the  fire.  He  ran  to  the  burning  house,  kicked 
open  the  front  door,  the  frame  of  which  had  flames  on  it,  and  dumped  a  large 
barrel  of  water  from  nearby  through  the  doorway.  Thibeault  entered  the  liv¬ 
ing  room,  finding  dense  smoke  and  flames  throughout  much  of  the  room. 
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Despite  the  intense  heat,  Thibeault  proceeded  toward  a  sofa  bed  in  that 
room,  finding  Bickerton  partially  beneath  it,  on  the  floor.  Thibeault  lifted  the 
bed,  picked  Bickerton  up,  and  returned  to  the  front  door  and  exited.  Flames 
grew  to  engulf  and  destroy  the  house.  Bickerton  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for 
treatment  of  injury.  Thibeault’s  clothing  was  singed.  853  1  8-9677 


BRETT  ALLEN  THOELE 
Shorewood,  Illinois 


Brett  Allen  Thoele  helped  to  save  a  man  from  drowning,  Branson,  Missouri, 
June  28,  2013.  An  unidentified  man  was  swimming  in  the  designated  swim¬ 
ming  area  off  a  beach  at  Table  Rock  Lake  when  he  began  to  struggle  and  yell 
for  help  at  a  point  about  220  feet  from  the  bank.  Water  there  was  about  20 
feet  deep.  He  drew  the  attention  of  other  swimmers,  including  Thoele,  36, 
off-duty  police  officer,  who  was  standing  in  wadable  water  near  the  bank. 
Thoele  swam  to  the  victim,  as  did  a  second  man,  but  the  victim  lunged  at  the 
other  man  and  submerged  him,  after  which  he  swam  away.  When  Thoele 
approached  the  victim,  the  victim  lunged  at  him  also  and  submerged  him. 
Thoele  surfaced,  but  the  victim  continued  to  struggle  and  submerged  him 
twice  more.  Surfacing,  Thoele  struck  the  victim  to  subdue  him.  The  victim 
then  cooperative,  Thoele  towed  him  toward  the  bank.  They  were  met  by  the 
other  man,  who  was  returning  with  an  inflatable  paddle  board.  The  victim 
lay  on  the  board  as  Thoele  and  the  other  man  took  him  to  the  bank.  The  vic¬ 
tim  lay  there  exhausted.  Thoele  had  ingested  water  and  was  extremely 
fatigued  but  recovered  that  day.  85947  9720 
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DONALD  E.  THOMPSON 
West  Hills,  California 


Donald  E.  Thompson  rescued  William  F.  McWhorter  II  from  burning,  Los 
Angeles,  California,  December  25,  2013.  Unconscious,  McWhorter,  72, 
remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  automobile  after  an  interstate  highway 
accident  in  which  the  vehicle  struck  the  concrete  medial  barrier  and  burst 
into  flames  at  its  rear  end.  The  car  stopped  adjacent  to  the  barrier. 
Thompson,  54,  off-duty  police  officer,  was  driving  on  the  same  highway  and 
witnessed  the  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene,  jumped  over  the  barrier, 
and  responded  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car.  Despite  significant  flames  issu¬ 
ing  15  feet  from  the  back  of  the  car  and  spreading  rapidly  toward  the  front, 
Thompson  opened  the  driver’s  door,  with  difficulty,  and,  using  the  opened 
door  as  a  shield  against  the  advancing  flames,  extended  his  upper  body 
inside  the  vehicle.  Heat  was  intense  in  the  vicinity  of  the  car.  Searching  for 
McWhorter’s  safety  belt  release,  Thompson  sustained  a  burn  to  his  right  hand 
and  arm  and  retracted  momentarily.  He  reached  again,  released  the  belt, 
and  then,  moving  around  the  door,  grasped  McWhorter  by  the  shirt  and 
pulled  him  from  the  car.  Two  other  men  who  had  responded  took 
McWhorter  over  the  barrier,  and  one  of  them  then  pulled  Thompson  over  as 
flames  filled  the  car’s  interior.  McWhorter  required  hospital  treatment  for  his 
injuries,  including  minor  burns.  Thompson  suffered  burns,  including  sec¬ 
ond-degree,  to  his  face,  arms,  and  hand,  for  which  he  too  received  medical 
treatment.  Both  men  recovered.  86271. 9731 
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ALEXANDER  LIAS  TRAVIS 
Kirkville,  New  York. 


Alexander  Lias  Travis  saved  Stuart  E.  DeLand  from  drowning,  Eaton,  New 
York,  August  15,  2013.  DeLand,  93,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  auto¬ 
mobile  after  it  left  the  roadway,  entered  Bradley  Brook  Reservoir,  and  began 
to  sink  in  water  about  12  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  35  feet  from  the  bank. 
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Alexander,  17,  high  school  student,  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  that  stopped 
at  the  scene.  He  immediately  ran  to  the  bank  of  the  reservoir,  removed  his 
shoes,  and  entered  the  water.  After  swimming  to  the  driver’s  side  of 
DeLand  s  car,  the  front  end  of  which  was  submerged,  he  attempted  without 
success  to  open  the  driver’s  door.  He  was  successful  in  opening  the  rear  door 
on  that  side  of  the  car,  and  water  then  rushing  inside  forced  him  into  the 
back-seat  area.  Alexander  reached  over  the  center  console  and  released 
DeLand’s  safety  belt  but  was  unable  to  pull  him  from  his  seat.  He  exited  the 
vehicle  and  pulled  on  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door  until  it  broke  out. 
Reaching  inside  the  submerging  car  through  the  window  opening,  he 
grasped  DeLand  and  pulled  him  head  first  out  of  the  car.  They  both  sub¬ 
merged,  but  Alexander  was  able  to  take  DeLand  back  to  the  surface.  He  then 
swam  DeLand  to  the  bank,  where  he  had  help  in  removing  him  from  the 
water.  DeLand  required  hospitaiization,  and  Alexander  sustained  lacerations 
on  his  hands,  from  which  he  recovered.  86002-9688 


MADISON  LEIGH  WALLACE 
Vermillion,  South  Dakota 

Madison  Leigh  Wallace  died  attempting  to  save  Garrett  M.  Wallace  from 
drowning,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  March  14,  2013.  While  at  a  municipal 
park  with  his  siblings,  Garrett,  6,  fell  into  the  Big  Sioux  River  from  its  abrupt 
rock  bank  and  disappeared  into  a  thick  layering  of  foam  created  by  the  cas¬ 
cading  water.  His  sister,  Madison,  16,  high  school  student,  who  was  nearby, 
went  into  the  river  feet  first  in  an  attempt  to  locate  him,  but  she  too  was  lost 
from  sight  as  she  entered  the  foam.  A  man  from  another  party  in  the  park 
responded  to  the  scene  and  let  others  hold  to  him  as  he  lay  on  the  bank  and 
attempted  to  reach  Garrett  and  Madison.  He  fell  from  their  grasp  into  the 
river.  Garrett  surfaced,  made  his  way  to  the  bank,  and  was  pulled  to  safety, 
but  Madison  and  the  man  who  attempted  to  help  her  and  Garrett  drowned. 

85602-9703 
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FREDERICK  S.  WILLIAMSON 
New  Hope,  Pennsylvania 


Frederick  S.  Williamson  helped  to  save  Andrew  J.  Reilly  from  burning, 
Southampton,  Pennsylvania,  December  23,  2012.  Reilly,  71,  was  in  the  family 
room  of  his  split-level  house  after  a  fire  broke  out  in  that  room.  Neighbors 
discovered  and  reported  the  fire,  heard  Reilly  moan,  and  removed  a  window 
to  access  the  ground-level  room,  but  they  were  not  successful  in  finding  him. 
A  responding  police  officer  entered  the  room  and,  locating  Reilly  near  the  far 
wall,  began  to  drag  him  to  the  window  but  became  disoriented  in  the  dense 
smoke.  Another  police  officer,  Williamson,  46,  responded  to  the  scene  and 
also  entered  the  room  through  the  window,  despite  intense  heat,  dense 
smoke  that  severely  restricted  visibility  and  hampered  breathing,  and  grow¬ 
ing  flames  along  one  wall  of  the  room.  Calling  out  to  the  first  officer, 
Williamson  crawled  about  halfway  across  the  room  and  found  him.  Together 
the  officers  dragged  Reilly  to  the  window  and  lifted  him  through  it  to  others. 
As  Williamson  and  the  other  officer  were  exiting  the  house,  a  flashover 
occurred  in  the  room,  exacerbating  conditions  and  sending  flames  through 
the  window.  Williamson  and  the  other  officer  escaped  to  safety.  Reilly 
required  hospitalization  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  fire,  and  Williamson  and 
the  other  officer  were  checked  at  the  scene  for  minor  burns.  They  recovered. 

85748-9679 


& 

¥ 


WASENG  XIONG 
Rogers,  Arkansas 


Waseng  Xiong  saved  Betty  Edwards  from  burning,  Rogers,  Arkansas,  March 
7,  2013.  Edwards,  76,  was  in  her  family's  mobile  home  after  fire  broke  out 
near  its  front  door  and  spread,  blocking  access  to  the  door.  Xiong,  31,  a  police 
officer  who  was  on  duty,  responded  to  the  scene  and  learned  that  Edwards 
was  inside  the  structure.  After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  break  through  a 
rear  door  of  the  mobile  home,  Xiong  went  to  a  nearby  sliding  glass  door  and 
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broke  out  the  glass  with  his  service  baton.  As  the  base  of  the  door  was  a  few 
feet  off  the  ground,  Xiong  reached  inside  the  mobile  home  to  remove  a  chair 
and  then  stepped  onto  the  chair  and  entered  the  dining  area  of  the  smoke- 
filled  structure.  He  shouted  to  Edwards,  and  she  responded.  Although  the 
smoke  significantly  restricted  his  visibility  and  hampered  his  breathing, 
Xiong  made  his  way  to  Edwards,  finding  her  seated  in  the  adjoining  kitchen. 
He  positioned  her  on  her  back  and  then  pulled  her  as  he  crawled  to  the  door. 
Another  officer  who  had  partially  entered  the  structure  took  Edwards  from 
the  mobile  home  and  with  help  moved  her  to  safety.  Xiong  then  exited  the 
structure.  Edwards  and  Xiong  required  hospital  treatment  for  ill  effects  of 
the  fire,  Xiong’s  including  lacerations  to  a  leg.  He  recovered.  856i  3-9682 
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ANDREW  CALVIN  ZIMMER 
Emporium,  Pennsylvania 


Andrew  Calvin  Zimmer  helped  to  rescue  Krista  L.  Losey  from  burning, 
Emporium,  Pennsylvania,  December  27,  2012.  Losey,  28,  who  was  disabled, 
lay  in  a  bed  in  the  living  room  of  her  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  rear 
of  the  unit,  which  was  on  the  first  floor  of  a  2.5-story  house,  and  filled  it  with 
dense  smoke.  A  neighbor,  Zimmer,  50,  die  setter,  ran  to  the  scene  after  see¬ 
ing  smoke  and  flames  issuing  from  the  structure.  Learning  that  Losey  was 
still  inside,  he  and  three  other  men  who  responded  to  the  scene  repeatedly 
entered  the  apartment  through  its  front  door  and,  despite  intense  heat  inside 
the  apartment,  crawled  about  the  living  room  in  search  of  Losey  before  hav¬ 
ing  to  retreat  for  air.  On  his  last  attempt,  Zimmer  crawled  a  different  course, 
which  took  him  toward  the  fire.  Seeing  a  part  of  the  bed  below  the  smoke, 
which  otherwise  precluded  visibility,  Zimmer  approached  the  bed  and  tried 
to  pull  Losey  from  it.  He  then  stood,  picked  her  up,  and  started  toward  the 
door  but  fell  to  the  floor  with  her.  Grasping  Losey  again,  Zimmer  dragged  her 
to  the  door,  from  which  point  the  other  men  took  her  to  safety.  Flames  grew 
to  engulf  the  apartment.  Losey  required  hospitalization,  and  Zimmer  suf¬ 
fered  smoke  inhalation  and  a  minor  burn  to  an  ear  but  did  not  need  medical 
treatment.  He  recovered.  85430  9702 
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SUMMARY 


2013-2014  AWARD  STATISTICS 


MEDALS 

Seventy-seven  Carnegie  Medals  were  awarded  in  2013  and  84  in  2014,  bring¬ 
ing  the  total  to  9,737  since  the  Hero  Fund  was  established  in  1904.  To  date, 
the  Commission  has  considered  87,113  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  remember  those  who  gave  their  lives  saving  or  attempting  to  save 
others.  Twenty-one  such  sacrifices  were  honored  in  2013  and  2014,  bringing  the 
total  to  date  to  2,000: 

Justin  Tak  Chan 
Kenneth  Brandon  Cowart 
Jeffery  Scott  Dinkins 
Lyle  Eagle  Tail 
Stacey  Lynn  Feiling 
Paul  F.  Frontiero  III 
Edward  J.  Garlinghouse 
Virginia  R.  Grogan 
Alan  B.  Hall 
Kyle  Robert  Hardman 
Loren  Earl  Hazen 
Samuel  Irick 
James  Russell  Jenkins 
John  A.  Lais 
Mitchell  L.  McLean 
Danny  Nash 
Malo  Enrique  Paul 
Michael  Wayne  Pirie 
Kevin  Roberts 
Christopher  Allen  Staley 
Madison  Leigh  Wallace 
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MONETARY  GRANTS 

201  3 

2014 

TO  DATE 

For  continuing  support  of 
widows,  widowers, 
and  other  dependents, 
and  disabled  heroes 

$302,935 

$296,890 

$17,662,558 

Monetary  awards, 
including  educational 
assistance,  and  medals 

629,175 

668,525 

18,911,889 

TOTALS 

$932,110 

$965,415 

$36,574,447 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE 
COMMISSION 
(Shown  with  year  of  election) 

A.  H.  Burchfield  III  1987 
Robert  J.  Cindrich  2012 
Robert  M.  Hernandez'  2012 
Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr.2  1979 
David  McL.  Hillman  1996 
Linda  T.  Hills  2007 
Peter  J.  Lambrou  2009 
Mark  Laskow  1992 
Nathalie  Lemieux  2012 
Christopher  R.  McCrady  1999 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady  1989 
Ann  M.  McGuinn  1992 
Nancy  L.  Rackoff  2002 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson  1966 
Dan  D.  Sandman  2002 
Arthur  M.  Scully  III  2011 
Michael  A.  Thompson  2012 
Sybil  P.  Veeder  1992 
Joseph  C.  Walton  2011 
Susanne  C.  Wean  2011 
Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.  1991 

H  O  N  O  RA  RY 
MEMBERS 

William  P.  Snyder  IIP  1951 
James  M.  Walton  1968 

OFFICERS 

Mark  Laskow,  Chair 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady, 

Vice  Chair 

Walter  F.  Rutkowski,  President 
and  Secretary 

Dan  D.  Sandman,  Treasurer 


COMMITTEES4 

AUDIT 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.,  Chair 
David  McL.  Hillman 
Nancy  L.  Rackoff 
Joseph  C.  Walton 

FINANCE 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.,  Chair 
David  McL.  Hillman 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Dan  D.  Sandman 

MEMBERSHIP 

A.  H.  Burchfield  III 
Dan  D.  Sandman 
Michael  A.  Thompson 
Sybil  P.  Veeder 

EXECUTIVE 

Sybil  P.  Veeder,  Chair 
Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr., 

Vice  Chair 
A.  H.  Burchfield  III 
Robert  J.  Cindrich 
David  McL.  Hillman 
Linda  T.  Hills 
Peter  J.  Lambrou 
Nathalie  Lemieux 
Christopher  R.  McCrady 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady 
Ann  M.  McGuinn 
Nancy  L.  Rackoff 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Dan  D.  Sandman 
Arthur  M.  Scully  III 

Michael  A.  Thompson  'Resigned  December  16,  2014 
Joseph  C.  Walton  ’Died  January  29,  2015 

Susanne  C.  Wean  <Died  February  9,  2015 

'The  Chair  is  ex  officio 
a  member  of  each  committee, 
except  Audit 
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Please  address  inquiries  to: 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund 
Commission 
436  Seventh  Avenue 
Suite  1101 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15219-1841 

TELEPHONE 

412-281-1302 

TOLL-FREE 

80O-447-89OO 

FAX 

412-281-5751 

E-MAIL 

carnegiehero@carnegiehero.org 

WEB  SITE 

www.carnegiehero.org 

FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/carnegiehero 

Staff 

PRESIDENT 

Walter  F.  Rutkowski 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  AND 
INVESTIGATIONS  MANAGER 

Jeffrey  A.  Dooley 

DIRECTOR  OF  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Douglas  R.  Chambers 

CASE  INVESTIGATORS 

Marlin  Ross 

Susan  M.  Rizza 

Melissa  A.  McLaughlin 

Julia  Panian,  Social  Media  Coordinator 

AWARDS  COORDINATOR 

Myrna  J.  Braun 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANTS 

Gloria  A.  Barber 
Jo  Braun 
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